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Grace & Trinity Newsbites 
 

 

It’s August – and I don’t know about you, but I find myself 

weary - of the layers of decision making that have to happen for 

everything we plan.  As I face my own weariness, I am so very 

mindful of school administrators and teachers and coaches and 

business owners who are engaged daily, sometimes hourly, in 

planning & making decisions that make sense and keep people 

as safe as possible during this pandemic.  Decisions for Trinity and Grace are difficult enough, but 

think of the scale and impact of the decisions that others must make. Let us keep all leaders and 

decision makers, and all students, in prayer as we approach this next school year.   

I said in the sermon on the 19th that I wonder if Jesus wouldn’t be saying ‘Yes, I am with you always; 

do not fear.  But don’t be stupid!’. Perhaps that is my putting words in his mouth, but I often have to 

remind myself to not be stupid.  To listen and learn, and make informed and wise decisions.  I also 

need to remind myself to be kind.  It is so easy to become frustrated and take that out on someone else.  

We are all tired of 2020 and the illness, sadness, pain, uncertainty, anger and unrest that the whole 

world has been experiencing.   Our world is hurting, and we are not immune.   

What would Jesus do?  What would Jesus have us do?  Love one another.  Heal the hurts you can.  Be 

patient.  Persevere.  Be kind.  Be wise – not stupid; and you know the stupidity I’m talking about has 

nothing to do with education, mental or intellectual ability, it has to do with whether we are acting in 

the best interests of others and ourselves.  Are we listening and learning from others?  Are we being 

honest about why we’re doing what we do?  Are we being brave for good reason, or not?  Are we being 

strong and bold and fearless for the sake of the Gospel or foolhardy for no good reason?   

In the midst of maneuvering through the bumps and roadblocks, and unexpected curves of summer 

2020, let’s not forget joy!  If you can’t take the vacation you were planning, make some fun where you 

are.  Enjoy the sun and when the rain comes, how about dancing until you are drenched?  Look for 

reasons for joy; tell a joke, read the comics, seek the comedy in daily life and laugh – a lot.  Read a 

book, go for a walk, go fishing!  God looked at the universe and called it good – find the good.  Don’t 

pretend there’s no wrong, but choose to focus your attention elsewhere, at least for the time it takes to 

recharge and be ready to carry on.   Jesus said, “Come to me all who are weary and I will give you rest.  

My yoke is easy and my burden light.”  Take him up on his offer!  It’s okay to rest; it’s okay to be 

joyful; it’s okay to give all your cares to God and be at peace.   

Rest is indeed good; so, I will be on vacation; from after worship on August 2 through the 11th.  Deb 

Hammer, PMA will be available for emergency pastoral care while I am away.  402-518-0423. 

Traveling mercies, 

Pr. Priscilla
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GUIDELINES FOR CHURCH SERVICES 
Trinity and Grace have similar guidelines to keep us all safe while we gather for service. We are following 

CDC guidelines along with recommendations from the United Methodist Conference and the ELCA. 

Regarding the use of the church buildings: Trinity Church and Grace Lutheran Church facilities can be used 

for worship services which would include funerals, weddings, baptisms, and established Bible Studies. 

Other non-religious, private events will not be allowed for the time being. Decisions regarding non-profits 

who have regularly used the building will be determined on a case by case basis. 

Trinity and Grace are doing due diligence to make sure that when we gather in person in our buildings, we 

are providing a safe place to worship. However, we are a public gathering; we cannot guarantee that you will 

not be exposed to COVID19. Please follow health department best practices; and use common sense. If you: 

are experiencing symptoms that might be COVID 19; have been exposed to the virus, have household 

members sick; are particularly vulnerable to the effects of the virus; are unable to wear a mask, please 

worship with us through Facebook, and not in person. Remember, you do not need to have a Facebook 

account to join a livestream on public Facebook pages. 

Church Service guidelines: 

· At Trinity, the main entrance door and at Grace, the front door to the sanctuary (NW side) and the 

northwest door (that leads to the elevator). There is hand sanitizer, please use as you enter and leave.  

· The cushions, hymnals, pens, envelopes etc. will be removed from the pews. 

· The offering plates will not be passed around. They will be placed in the back of the Church. 

· We will be following the 6’ separating of families. Please follow the instructions of the ushers. If members 

of your household/family wish to sit together, all must be seated at the same time. 

· There is to be NO fellowship before or after Church. Hugging is discouraged, waves and elbow bumps 

encouraged. Maintaining the required physical distance is for everyone’s best interest. 

· At Trinity, face masks are encouraged, to protect others! At Grace, face masks are required. There will be 

some available, but we hope you will bring your own. (Children 2/3 and younger are exempt from this 

policy.) 

· Congregational singing will not be allowed. ☹ 

· At Trinity there will be space for about 30 individuals in the sanctuary; and another 10/12 in the fellowship 

hall. At Grace there will be space for around 50 in the sanctuary; and another 12/15 in the fellowship hall 

downstairs. 

· * We are using pre-packaged elements for the time being. At Grace you will be given them as you come in. 

At communion, we will all receive together in our places. 

· Trinity Troopers have been sanitizing Trinity Church surface areas including the pews, doorknobs etc. 

every Monday. Grace has volunteers who will be sanitizing surface areas between services. Since both 

congregations utilize cleaning crews from Northstar (who are not back at work yet) other regular cleaning is 

being done by volunteers as well. Talk with a Trooper (at Trinity) or a council member (at Grace) if you’d 

like to help. 

This too shall pass; treatments & vaccines will be developed. In the meantime, can’t say enough good about 

an intact sense of humor. Err on the side of concern for the other and compassion for those who are at risk. 

Focus on worshiping God, praying for one another, hearing the Word, receiving Holy Communion, and 

being the church in the world, for the world. Be of good cheer; be patient, & be kind!
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Pastor on vacation August 3-11.   

Rev. Deb Hammer is available for emergency pastoral care.   

Christian Education – Wednesday evening program.  It is that time of year when we turn our attention to our 

fall Christian Education program.  Despite the abrupt ending to in person gathering in March, we did have a 

good year.  Let’s make some plans, together, so that this year will be full of learning, growing, service and fun.  

Pastor is looking for 6 people who will commit to a year to teach & work with our children on Wednesday 

evenings; and the occasional other activity.  It’s best for the program if folks are able to commit to being 

available for all, or most, weeks.  We will also be exploring other ways to connect should in person not be 

possible.  Let’s plan on a first meeting on Wednesday, August 19 at 5:30.  We could meet via Zoom or in 

person at Trinity; whichever works for most.  Please let pastor know by the 14th if you are able to make this 

commitment.  Reminder: Confirmation class is a 2 year program for 7th & 8th graders. We also meet on 

Wednesday evenings. 

Trinity and Grace had been scheduled to lead the church service at the Cuming County Fair this year; however, 

both councils felt that they would rather put our names in for next year.  However, I hear the Heavenly Hens 

will be leading a time of worship & praise on Sunday morning, outside on the Fair grounds.  Check the fair 

schedule for time & location. 

Adult Christian Education – any interest in a Bible Study or other study group this fall?   

Is there another group interested/ready to do ’90 Days Through the Bible’?  It is a fascinating and engaging way 

to read through the entire Bible in just 3 months.  6-10 people make a good size class for this.   

CALLING ALL HAPPY MOWERS - both congregations rely on folks to sign-up and take turns mowing 

and trimming.  The upside of Grace is you get in a really good walk!  The fun of Trinity is you get to use a 

riding mower!  The sign-up sheet is available in the office during the week and posted in the usual place on 

the weekend.   

If anyone would like to provide special music at either congregation, please let Pastor know (or at Trinity let 

Bev know).   

Have other ideas for safe, community minded activities or events?  Let either council know so we might do 

some planning. 
 

Salvation Army Food Pantry will be held Saturday, August 15 at Trinity Church UCC/UMC in West 
Point. It will be a drive through as in July.  We will need 10 volunteers, by 7:45/8:00.  You cannot 
volunteer if you have any flu-like symptoms.  

Online giving is a helpful tool that makes it easy to maintain regular offerings to the congregation. 
Grace and Trinity both have a Vanco account set-up.  This provides a way to give to the congregation 
through an automatic withdrawal from your bank account.  You set the amount and date you would like it to 
be given.   Once in place you will see the withdrawal show up on your bank statement.  Vanco sends a 
monthly statement to the congregation for recordkeeping.  You can make changes to your giving by calling 
or emailing the office. The form is available by email or paper copy at the office.   

Another option is to set up your monetary giving through your banks “online bill payment” system. Most 
banks offer this service. Typically, you just need the name and address of the vendor, or in this case Trinity 
Church/Grace Lutheran.  Check with your current bank to see if they provide this service. You can set it up 
to pay on any day and can easily manage your payments and can change the amount or day to send your 
offering. With most on line payment systems, the church will receive a check from your bank account, that 
will assist the church to manage and record your giving amount.
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CAMP FONTANELLE NEWS 
Alternative programming created in light of COVID-19 

     In June, the Great Plains Camps Inc. board, determined that holding onsite summer camp would not 

honor the ‘Do no harm’, component of John Wesley’s three simple rules. Trying to keep that connection to 

the summer campers and the Camp Fontanelle family, two programs were created.  

     Virtual camp is the camp session alternative. Each week, campers have home activities, worship and 

zoom calls. During the zoom calls, campers meet up with other campers, camp counselors and the camp 

dean. You can find more information on the camp website at http://campfontanelle.com/ 

     Additionally, you can find out about Family Escapes on the website. Family Escapes is a program in 

which families (up to six) can come out to camp and spend the day or spend the night. Each family will have 

their own restroom facilities and there are self-guided activities, as well as guided activities by 

volunteers/staff. The creation of this program honors social distancing and uses the camp expanse to 

guarantee family health security. 
 

What do the next few months look like for Camp Fontanelle? 

     One might ask, “What will the fall look like at Camp Fontanelle? Will there be a corn maze? Will the 

annual BBQ take place on September 20?” 

     The answer is not known as this time. The corn has been planted and the design is in the maze. The fall 

staff are being contacted. The kitchen staff are thinking of ways to serve BBQ food and honor social 

distancing as well as keeping them safe from exposure. 

     Even before, COVID-19, the site council was looking at ways to offer online bidding for the quilt auction. 

One way or another, there will be a fundraiser; the way the BBQ and auctions will be held are yet to be 

determined. 

     What can you do to help? The fall BBQ and the corn maze/pumpkin patch are BIG fundraisers for the 

camp. If the BBQ is not able to be held on site and if the pumpkin patch/corn maze cannot operate, this will 

have a significant impact on the finances of Camp Fontanelle. Trent Meyer, sire director, has always been 

very cognizant of the budget and works hard every year to make sure the camp ends the year in the black 

with finances. 

     Would you help ease the stress for Trent, the site council and all of those who love Camp Fontanelle? 

Prayerfully consider making a commitment to Camp Fontanelle with a financial gift to the budget of the 

camp. With your help, Camp Fontanelle can come out of 2020 strong and ready to continue its valuable 

ministry in *’making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.’ *The mission of the 

United Methodist Church 

     Thank you to the youth of our congregations for leading the outdoor service at Trinity, Sunday July 

19th. You did a great job!  It was so nice to see so many kids helping and doing their part. Good job on 

gathering school supplies and meeting your goal.  

     Thank you to Pastor Priscilla for the leadership and fun. Praise Team, you are amazing, thank you for 

your part in worship. I hope we can do this again.  

Vicki Furchert 

 

 

As of July 23, we have over 600 items for the school supply  

collection!  We will use the Thrivent Action Team Grant and  

the $185+ given on the 19th to purchase the least 'popularly' donated items.  Thank you for your 

generosity!   

 

 

 

http://campfontanelle.com/
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We would like to welcome new members in September. If you are interested in becoming a 

member of either congregation, or if you just have questions, please contact pastor. She 

would be happy to meet with you. 

 

In Our Prayers This Month 

 

Members and Friends in the Military 

 
(If you would like the list of Prayers and those in the Military  

please contact the church office.) 

 

Trinity News 
August Birthdays & Anniversaries 

(If you would like a list of birthdays/anniversaries please contact the church office.) 

Thanks to the Troopers who faithfully clean and tidy every Monday morning.
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Why Not  
Fun was had by all at the Why Not make Christmas Cards. 20 cards were made and sent out. The group are 
wanting to do it again, so watch out for news of the time & date for the next one. Have questions or ideas, give 
Carol a call. (Please contact the church office for her contact information.) 
 

There is a request for face masks to be donated to Trinity if you can please. We would appreciate help in 
supporting the church in this need. 

 

Trinity is having a yard sale in the fall!  Save all your good stuff.  There is some room to store items, but if 

you have room at home that is great too.  Watch for more info in upcoming newsletters. 

 

Grace News 
August Birthdays & Anniversaries  

 

 

(If you would like a list of birthdays/anniversaries please contact the church office.) 

 

 

 

 

  If you haven’t received your weekly offering 

envelopes, please call the office. There 

were a few that were delivered here by 

mistake. Also, there are a few extra offering 

envelope packets, please stop by and pick 

one up. 
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Celebrating First 

Communion 

with Collin, Ellie and Max. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Grace quilters celebrated their 100th 

quilt on July 10th with a lemon pie made 

by Judy Raabe. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donna Benne says “Thank you, thank you, thank you to all the people who send cards, flowers & birthday 

wishes.  It was such a lovely surprise and it certainly made my day!!! 

Dear Pastor & Grace Lutheran Members,  

Thank you for everything you gave me. Cyman Jacobson 

Thank you to all the volunteers that helped distribute food boxes the last two weeks through Northeast Nebraska 

Community Action 
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Grace Quilters are in need of liners for their quilts. So, if you are cleaning out your closets or attending garage 

sales please keep an eye out for twin bed size or larger blankets or mattress pads. Please contact Nancy 

Petersen if you have any questions. (Please contact the church office for her contact information.) 

The council recently purchased an ozone with UV light sanitizer.  It is meant to sanitize surfaces without 

using harsh chemicals.  The intent of this machine is to clean the church between services and since it has 

the added advantage of removing unwanted odors, we are working hard to see if we can freshen up the 

air as well.  While it is chemical-free, it is not intended to be used around people.  When the ozone 

machine is in use and for a short time after, the church will be locked and signs will be posted to 

stay out.  We intend on sanitizing Sunday afternoon or evenings.  For the next few weeks, it will also run 

frequently in the evenings to concentrate on specific areas. 

 

For the next month or so we will only need one Communion assistant.  The Communion assistant will give 

the pre-packaged elements to people as they come in.  (Please do your best to not touch people's hands 

as you give them the elements.)  After the Words of Institution and the Lord's prayer, everyone will be 

invited to commune together in their seats.  Ushers will have a basket for the container as they usher 

people out at the end.  Thank you for serving. 
 

In light of the cancellation of the 2020 Nebraska Synod Assembly, Bishop Maas would like to take this 
opportunity to share more about what it means to be the Nebraska Synod. Bishop Maas will be 
presenting, in three brief videos, how the synod is Growing Disciples, Walking Together, and Serving 
God’s World. These videos will be available at the links below beginning the final week of July.  You will 
find those on the Nebraska Synod webpage; under 'What's Next?' 

As follow up to the videos, the Bishop and Synod Staff would also like to invite congregations to join them 
on Wednesday, August 19 at 7:30pm CST or Sunday, August 23 at 7:30pm CST live online to discuss 
What’s Next. We encourage congregations to watch and share the videos, then attend one of the 
discussion sessions. It is in this time of physical distancing that it is more important than ever for us to 
connect and find ways to continue to be the church together.  Check the 'What's Next?' section of the 
NESynod webpage for registration info.  We hope to see you there! 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Council Minutes July 14, 2020 (pending council approval) 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Vicki Furchert. Other council members present: Lynn 

Stofferahn, Melissa Nielsen, & Pam Petersen, and Kathy Mahannah. Bob Wilson was absent. Pastor was also in 

attendance. 

Melissa moved to accept the agenda, Kathy seconded, and motion passed. 

Kathy made a motion to accept the minutes from the June 9, 2020 meeting. Lynn seconded, and motion passed. 

Pastor Report: Vacation August 3-11. Jean Schlickbernd will give a Service of the Word on August 9. 

Treasurer Report: Pam moved to accept the treasurer’s report, second by Kathy and motion passed. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Property: Filters in Sunday School rooms were changed. Alan Ernest, ASE, gave estimates on two water filters 

for church and parsonage. The cost of this will be covered by Endowment. An email motion following the 

meeting was made by Bob and seconded by Melissa to accept the quotes. Motioned passed. 

WELCA: They are working on ideas on how salad luncheon can work in the fall. 

Worship & Music: Shea has agreed to be the choir director. 

Christian Education: They are meeting to prepare for outdoor church at Trinity on July 19. There is a school 

supply drive at that service.
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Endowment: No scholarship applicants are known at this time. Year to date disbursement report was presented. 

Memorial: Memorial paid for the UV machine that is being used to sanitize the church. Also ordered and paid 

for a star for the nativity. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

· Two Guys Painting: Vicki will keep trying to get them here. 

· Parsonage front step: Jarod Roeber will take a look and give his recommendation. 

· Pew Cushions: Estimate was given by Kleen Works to clean all the pew cushions for $1,200. Kathy moved to 

accept the quote and have the pew cushions cleaned. Pam seconded and motion passed. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

· Facebook: Selected volunteers will continue to update the Facebook page along with Pastor and Teala as 

needed. 

· Stigge family use of parish hall August 26th: They will get use of parish hall after service on August 26th 

· Fair Worship Service: Grace will turn down the opportunity to provide the church service at the Cuming 

County Fair in 2020 but will volunteer to do it in 2021. 

· Guidelines for use of building: No changes will be made at this time to the guidelines. This will be evaluated 

each month. 

· Choir Director: see Worship & Music above. 

The next regular meeting will be August 11, 2020 at 5:30 pm. 

Melissa motioned & Pam seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 pm. 

The meeting closed with The Lord’s Prayer 

Submitted by Melissa Nielsen, Secretary 

 

Church Council Members  

Vicki Furchert, President     

Kathy Mahannah, Vice President, Worship   

Melissa Nielsen, Secretary     

Lynn Stofferahn, Treasurer,      

Pam Petersen, Property Liaison     

Bob Wilson, New Member Liaison                         

Council meetings are always open meetings, and anyone is welcome to attend.
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After the outdoor worship service on Sunday.  It was a beautiful morning. 

 

 

                                                                        

 

 

  

 

Everyone under 

18 received a 

‘door prize’.  The 

person whose 

name was drawn 

first got 1st 

choice.  Bet you 

can’t guess what 

he chose!  

Choosing a prize- happy the 

fishing rod was still in the mix! 

 

Waiting to have names 

drawn to choose prizes.  

 

Choosing a prize! 

Let the water 

balloons fly! Water balloon aftermath. 
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Lots of fish caught - and 

released to bite again 

another day. 

 

 

 

 

 

She got 2 in a row. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks Verlyn & Dave 

(who escaped all photos)  

for helping with the Happy fisherman.   

‘fishing & fun  

extravaganza’. 
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Saturday Servers Schedule for Trinity 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday Servers Schedule for Grace 

 

Mowing Schedule Grace Trinity 

Week of August 2 Bob Wilson Tom Swenson 

Week of August 9 Pastor Priscilla *available* 

Week of August 16 *available* *available* 

Week of August 23 *available* *available* 

Week of August 30 *available* *available* 

DATE LITURGIST USHERS VIDEO TECH/POWERPOINT 

August 1 Steve & Jackie Blocher Rick & Susan Hicks Brenda Larson 

August 8 Steve & Jackie Blocher Rick & Susan Hicks Jeanne Moran 

August 15 Steve & Jackie Blocher Rick & Susan Hicks Brenda Larson 

August 22 No Saturday Worship 

August 29 Steve & Jackie Blocher Rick & Susan Hicks Brenda Larson 

DATE 
ORGANIST/ 

PIANIST 
USHERS VIDEO TECH WORSHIP ASST 

COMMUNION 

ASSISTANT 
ACOLYTE 

August 2 Tisha Wilson Kathy Mahannah Ronny Petersen Dan Fiala Melissa Nielsen Cloe Mandel 

August 9 Shea Stokely 
Vicki Furchert 

Verlyn Furchert 
Ronny Petersen Mary VanderPol  No Communion! Collin Stigge 

August 16 Shea Stokely 
Melissa Nielsen 

Paul Nielsen 
Mollie Nielsen Tisha Wilson Sandy Boots Sam Alfson 

August 23 Combined Service - August 23 at Trinity - 9:00 a.m. 

August 30 Shea Stokely Lynn Stofferahn Mark Luebbert  Christy Steffen 
Roxanne 

VonSeggern 
Teagen Berg 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

 

5:30 p.m. Worship  

Service at Trinity  

 

2 

 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

Service at Grace 

 

 

 

3 

Blood Drive at Nielsen 

Center 12pm-6pm 

 

Trinity Quilters 1-4 

 

Pastor on vacation  

(August 3 -11) 

4 

 

Trinity Women’s Bible 

Study 9:00 a.m. 

 

Pastor on Vacation 

5 

 

 

 

 

Pastor on Vacation 

6 

 

 

 

 

Pastor on Vacation 

7  

 

 

 

 

Pastor on Vacation 

 

8 

 

5:30 p.m. Worship  

Service at Trinity  

 

Pastor on Vacation 

9 

 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

Service at Grace 

 

Pastor on Vacation 

10 

 

Trinity Quilters 1-4 

 

Friendship Circle  

5:30 p.m. 

 

Pastor on Vacation 

11 

 

Trinity Women’s Bible 

Study 9:00 a.m. 

 

Grace Council Meeting 

5:30 p.m. 

 

Pastor on Vacation 

12 

 

 

 

13 

 

Grace Quilters 9-3 

 

 

Trinity Trustees  

7:00 p.m. 

 

14 

 

Grace Quilters 9-3 

 

15 

  

Food Pantry 

8:30 a.m. Trinity 

 

 

5:30 p.m. Worship 

Service at Trinity 

16 

 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

Service at Grace 

17 

 

Trinity Quilters 1-4 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

18 

 

Trinity Women’s Bible 

Study 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

19 

Christian Education 

Planning Meeting 5:30-

6:30pm 

 

Trinity Council 

Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

20 

 

 

 

 

21 

 

 

*Newsletter Deadline! 

22 

 

No Worship at Trinity 

23 

 

9:00 a.m. Combined 

Worship Service at 

Trinity 

24  

 

Trinity Quilters 1-4 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

25 

 

Trinity Women’s Bible 

Study 9:00 a.m. 

26 

 

 

27 

 

Grace Quilters 9-3 

28  

 

Grace Quilters 9-3  

29 

 

5:30 p.m. Worship 

Service at Trinity 

30 

 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

Service at Grace 

31 

 

Trinity Quilters 1-4 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

 

1 

 

Trinity Women’s Bible 

Study 9:00 a.m. 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

 

5:30 p.m. Worship 

Service at Trinity 



 

 
 

Living with Christ, Growing in Grace!     Rooted In Christ – Growing in Love – 
                                                   Branching out in Service 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Ministers:  Everyone! 

Pastor:  Rev. Priscilla Hukki 

 

Administrative Assistant: 

Teala Connealy 
 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

104 S. Colfax St. 

West Point, NE. 68788 

402-372-2050 

gracewpn@hotmail.com 

www.gracewpn.org 

Missionary: 

Rev. Linda Johnson Swyenkulo 

 

 

 

 

Trinity Church UCC/UMC 

P.O. Box 156 

West Point, NE. 68788 

402-372-2271 

trinity.church.ucc.umc@gmail.com 

 

Grace Ev. Lutheran Church 

104 South Colfax Street 

West Point, NE  68788-1811 

  

Address Service Requested 

http://www.gracewpn.org/

