
Grace & Trinity Newsbites 
 

 

At Grace we are coming close to 2 years together; and as Grace and Trinity 

working together we are heading towards a year. I repeat what I said this time 

last year: It is a good time to think again about who God is calling us to be and 

what God has for us to do here in Cuming County, and in West Point. Who 

are the neighbors who need our care? How are we letting our light shine? 

What are the needs in the community that we are called to address? What opportunities do we have to work for the 

good of all? How can we be the most believable and relevant witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ? How do we 

welcome the stranger, feed the hungry and free those in captivity? How are we continuing to grow in faith and 

understanding? How is our discipling going? How are we encouraging one another to work together for the good of 

all? How are we using our gifts, time and talent for the well-being of the church and the world? 

Having hearkened back to last year, end of June; here we are in 2020; and what a different world it is. What sad and 

sometimes overwhelming days we are living through. A pandemic, social unrest, and a run-up to a presidential 

election, in what are extraordinarily divisive times in our country and in the world. What is the place of the church in 

such days? How are we to be church in a country where we cherish the freedom to worship as we choose and value 

the separation of state and church? Can/should a pastor speak of politics? Comment on current events? Talk about 

current office holders? What is the relationship between the local congregation and the larger church? Does 

everybody have to agree with everybody else in order to be part of this one church? These are all huge questions; 

requiring a balancing act only the finest gymnast could execute to perfection. 

Recently some of these questions have come up in conversation about how we decide what to post on Grace’s 

Facebook page. Neither council has had a conversation about this, at least not since I’ve been involved. My practice 

as a pastor has been to post about the local church (with occasional things from other local congregations); 

information from the Synod or District and from the larger church (in our case ELCA or UMC/UCC). I have 

appreciated times when congregation members have been part of keeping things current on social media; because, 

quite frankly, I don’t want to be solely responsible. (Each council, could if they wish, discuss this unofficial policy 

and decide on a different practice.) Recently we shared a post from the ELCA presiding bishop that was from her 

personal page; which is public, meaning that anyone can see her posts. After realizing that it was not from the ELCA 

webpage, it was deleted from the church page. It was the bishop’s personal opinion, not a statement of the presiding 

bishop. My apologies that we failed to distinguish between the two in this instance. I will say that I have not always 

agreed with information/ statements and the like from the larger church or its bishops, but information is posted in 

hopes that we hear something that makes us think, reminds us that we are part of the one, holy, catholic church; 

causes us to stop and pray; encourages us to reflect, discern and ask questions. It is always my hope that if someone 

sees something on our Facebook pages that piques their interest, they’d call and say, let’s talk about this. Let’s see if 

there are others who would like to study this. Let’s pray about this. Of course, this is my hope about many things. It 

is why, though I will not speak for or against a political party or candidate or elected official; I will, as the Spirit 

leads me, and because it is my call to do so, bring the Gospel to bear on actions, decisions and events that affect our 

common life. I am always interested and curious to hear your thoughts, concerns and questions. I'll do my best, 

imperfect as that may be, to listen and learn; and not to take offense; and respect others to do the same. 

It troubles and saddens me that we as a church, and we as citizens, have not always been able to have honest and 

civil conversations about things that matter. It takes great courage and strength to sit down with those with whom we 

disagree, and be willing to listen carefully so as to understand; and then to speak and answer questions so that we 

might be under-stood. Mostly we just seem to want to convince others that we are right and they are wrong. I think 

that generally speaking we are all a bit wrong about many things and we are all a bit right about some things. Even 

more often it’s not about being right or wrong but about accepting that another’s experience is valid even when it is 

different from my experience. 

As we continue through these troubling times, let us continue to pray without ceasing, to seek out beauty and cause 

for celebration, to be grateful for the blessings we enjoy; and to trust in God's mercy, love and grace. After all, we 

walk the road together, all beloved of God, filled with the Spirit, brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Traveling mercies, 

Pr. Priscilla 



GUIDELINES FOR CHURCH SERVICES 
Trinity and Grace have similar guidelines to keep us all safe while we gather for service. We are following 

CDC guidelines along with recommendations from the United Methodist Conference and the ELCA. 

Regarding the use of the church buildings: Trinity Church and Grace Lutheran Church facilities can be used 

for worship services which would include funerals, weddings, baptisms, and established Bible Studies. 

Other non-religious, private events will not be allowed for the time being. Decisions regarding non-profits 

who have regularly used the building will be determined on a case by case basis. 

Trinity and Grace are doing due diligence to make sure that when we gather in person in our buildings, we 

are providing a safe place to worship. However, we are a public gathering; we cannot guarantee that you will 

not be exposed to COVID19. Please follow health department best practices; and use common sense. If you: 

are experiencing symptoms that might be COVID 19; have been exposed to the virus, have household 

members sick; are particularly vulnerable to the effects of the virus; are unable to wear a mask, please 

worship with us through Facebook, and not in person. Remember, you do not need to have a Facebook 

account to join a livestream on public Facebook pages. 

Church Service guidelines: 

· At Trinity, the main entrance door and at Grace, the front door to the sanctuary (NW side) and the 

northwest door (that leads to the elevator) will be propped open or attended to minimize continuous touching 

of the doorknobs.  

· The cushions, hymnals, pens, envelopes etc. will be removed from the pews. 

· The offering plates will not be passed around. They will be placed in the back of the Church. 

· We will be following the 6’ separating of families. Please follow the instructions of the ushers. If members 

of your household/family wish to sit together, all must be seated at the same time. 

· There is to be NO fellowship before or after Church. Hugging is discouraged, waves and elbow bumps 

encouraged. Maintaining the required physical distance is for everyone’s best interest. 

· At Trinity, face masks are encouraged, to protect others! At Grace, face masks are required. There will be 

some available, but we hope you will bring your own. (Children 2/3 and younger are exempt from this 

policy.) 

· Hand sanitizer will be available; but you are encouraged to bring your own. 

· Congregational singing will not be allowed. ☹ 

· At Trinity there will be space for about 30 individuals in the sanctuary; and another 10/12 in the fellowship 

hall. At Grace there will be space for around 50 in the sanctuary; and another 12/15 in the fellowship hall 

downstairs. 

· * We will receive Communion bread (wafers) but not wine/juice; the ushers will direct you to the 

communion station; you will receive the bread (wafer) and return to your seat before consuming. 

· Trinity Troopers have been sanitizing Trinity Church surface areas including the pews, doorknobs etc. 

every Monday. Grace has volunteers who will be sanitizing surface areas between services. Since both 

congregations utilize cleaning crews from Northstar (who are not back at work yet) other regular cleaning is 

being done by volunteers as well. Talk with a Trooper (at Trinity) or a council member (at Grace) if you’d 

like to help. 

This too shall pass; treatments & vaccines will be developed. In the meantime, can’t say enough good about 

an intact sense of humor. Err on the side of concern for the other and compassion for those who are at risk. 

Focus on worshiping God, praying for one another, hearing the Word, receiving Holy Communion, and 

being the church in the world, for the world. Be of good cheer; be patient, & be kind! 

*We are trying something different – pre-packaged bread and juice. 



Pastor on vacation July 2 -4 & 6-10.  Pr. Hukki available for emergencies only 2-4;  

Rev. Kathy Montira is available for emergency pastoral care the 6th - 10th.   

Fishing, campfire and games extravaganza – July 19 

For children, friends & their families. 

After worship, we will head to the park and/or to the Boots/Swenson corner (Ash & Park St.) 

Who: Grace & Trinity children/youth & families; everyone under 18 is encouraged to invite a friend. 

When: 10:30ish to 1:00ish. 

What: Fishing – bring your own or we have some on loan – at the park. 

At the Boots/Swenson corner we’ll have games going on. We’ll have a campfire (or 2) and have hot dogs 

and S’Mores for lunch. 

To bring: Fishing gear (if you have your own); a chair or blanket (if you want something to sit on). 

Food, games and prizes all provided by a Thrivent Action Team grant. Please let Pastor know by July 17th 

who & how many are planning to attend (so we have enough of everything). 

We will be following health dept/state guidelines in place on the 19th. 

We have several festive Sundays in the works. 

The weekend of July 18/19 we will have one combined service at 9 AM on Sunday, outside at Trinity. 

Our children will be assisting in leading the service. We will be serving individually packaged sweet rolls or 

muffins and coffee or juice in closed containers; and you are invited to make a donation which will be used 

to purchase school supplies. (A Thrivent Action Team is supplying the treats.) Please bring your own chair 

or blanket for the lawn. There will be some card tables and chairs available for those who would be more 

comfortable with that seating arrangement. Seating will be according to physical distancing 

recommendations. Because we are outside masks are optional, but likely will still be on the CDC 

recommended list. We hope to be able to livestream the service; anyone have ideas/necessary hotspot 

tech to do this? 

On Sunday, July 26th we will be celebrating First Communion with Ellie & Max Bruning and Ryder Stigge 

at Grace. We plan a time of fellowship afterwards; depending on guidelines in place, it is likely to be outside. 

CALLING ALL HAPPY MOWERS - both congregations rely on folks to sign-up and take turns mowing 

and trimming.  The upside of Grace is you get in a really good walk!  The fun of Trinity is you get to use a 

riding mower!  The sign-up sheet is available in the office during the week and posted in the usual place on 

the weekend.   

If anyone would like to provide special music at either congregation, please let Pastor know (or at Trinity let 

Bev know).   

Have other ideas for safe, community minded activities or events?  Let either council know so we might do 

some planning. 
 

Salvation Army Food Pantry will be held Saturday, July 18 at Trinity Church UCC/UMC in West 
Point. It will be a drive through as in May.  We will need 10 volunteers, by 7:45/8:00.  You cannot 
volunteer if you have any flu-like symptoms.  

Online giving is a helpful tool that makes it easy to maintain regular offerings to the congregation. 
Grace already has Vanco set up and Trinity will be setting up an account this week.  This provides a way to give 
to the congregation through an automatic withdrawal from your bank account.  You set the amount and date you 
would like it to be given.   Once in place you will see the withdrawal show up on your bank statement.  Vanco 
sends a monthly statement to the congregation for recordkeeping.  You can make changes to your giving by 
calling or emailing the office. The form is available by email or paper copy at the office.   



Another option is to set up your monetary giving through your banks “online bill payment” system. Most banks 
offer this service. Typically, you just need the name and address of the vendor, or in this case Trinity 
Church/Grace Lutheran.  Check with your current bank to see if they provide this service. You can set it up to pay 
on any day and can easily manage your payments and can change the amount or day to send your offering. With 
most on line payment systems, the church will receive a check from your bank account, that will assist the church 
to manage and record your giving amount. 

Thank you the members of both councils (and Trustees at Trinity)  who have have worked hard, prayed, 

discussed, discerned and made countless decisions for the good of our congregations; and to all the 

members and friends who have been gathering and praying, working together and supporting the work of 

the church.  These have been long and difficult months; and it will undoubtedly continue to be a hard road 

ahead.  Keep praying! 

 

In Our Prayers This Month 

Members and Friends in the Military 

 
 
 

(If you would like the list of Prayers and those in the Military  

please contact the church office.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trinity News 
July Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

 

(If you would like a list of birthdays/anniversaries please contact the church office.) 

 

   

Thanks to the Troopers who faithfully clean and tidy every Monday morning. 
 

Thanks to Tom & Don who have managed the roof project to its conclusion. 
 

Why Not is back… 
Why Not make Christmas Cards for those in the service to send home to their families. 

Wednesday, July 8 
9:00 a.m. -  ? at Trinity 

Bring a sack lunch and old Christmas Cards 

Trinity is having a yard sale in the fall!  Save all your good stuff.  There is some room to store items, but if 

you have room at home that is great too.  Watch for more info in upcoming newsletters. 

Grace News 



July Birthdays & Anniversaries  

 
 
 
 

(If you would like a list of birthdays/anniversaries please contact the church office.)  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

How “sweet” does this sound? 

      We are scheduling our first Friendship 

Circle meeting back at Grace since March! 

Please bring your own ‘sack lunch’ and 

beverage. We’ll ‘social distance’ around the 

large  council table on the west end of the Parish Hall.  

       Date: Monday, July 13 – Time:  5:30 

Dear Pastor Priscilla and Members at Grace, 

 I want to thank you for all your prayers and kind expressions of sympathy at Jerry’s passing. I am 

struggling with his loss – and especially with no services, comforting hugs, visitation or closure for our family 

due to CoVid-19! It still seems unreal because we could not have a funeral. Thank you for your thoughtfulness, 

cards & prayers – it is all appreciated.  

Kathy Heard & Family

Thanks to the work crew who came one evening and cleaned air filters; and to Verlyn who cleaned the air 

conditioner’s outside filters. We are grateful! 
 

Thanks to the cleaning crew – small in number, but mighty in work! 
 

Thanks to Keith for the beautiful geraniums by the north entrance to the church. 

Grace Quilters are in need of liners for their quilts. So, if you are cleaning out your closets or attending garage 

sales please keep an eye out for twin bed size or larger blankets or mattress pads. Please contact Nancy 

Petersen if you have any questions (Please contact the church office for her contact information.) 

The council recently purchased an ozone with UV light sanitizer.  It is meant to sanitize surfaces without 

using harsh chemicals.  The intent of this machine is to clean the church between services and since it has 

the added advantage of removing unwanted odors, we are working hard to see if we can freshen up the 

air as well.  While it is chemical-free, it is not intended to be used around people.  When the ozone 

machine is in use and for a short time after, the church will be locked and signs will be posted to 

stay out.  We intend on sanitizing Sunday afternoon or evenings.  For the next few weeks, it will also run 

frequently in the evenings to concentrate on specific areas. 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Council Minutes June 9, 2020 (pending council approval)  

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Vicki Furchert. Other council members present: Lynn 

Stofferahn, Melissa Nielsen, & Pam Petersen, Kathy Mahannah and Bob Wilson. Pastor was also in attendance.  

Bob moved to accept the agenda, Pam seconded, and motion passed.  

Kathy made a motion to accept the minutes from the May 19, 2020 meeting. Pam seconded, and motion passed.  

Presidents Report: Wanted to acknowledge our gratitude to Pastor for all she has done during this time of 

restrictions.  

If you haven’t received your weekly offering 

envelopes, please call the office. There 

were a few that were delivered here by 

mistake. Also, there are a few extra offering 

envelope packets, please stop by and pick 

one up. 



Pastor Report: Vacation time is planned but dates are to be determined. Nursing homes are still restricting any 

visitors. She is investigating a new web host for our website.  

Treasurer Report: Melissa moved to accept the treasurer’s report, second by Bob and motion passed.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Property: The air conditioning was not working but has been fixed.  

Worship & Music: Will be starting a new sermon series for the next four weeks.  

Christian Education: They did another Zoom class. Is planning to do the July 19th worship and hoping it can be 

outside.  

OLD BUSINESS:  

· Two Guys Painting. They are coming this week to look at sealing the windows and painting trim.  

· Parsonage deck. It needs to be replaced. Will ask Don Roeber to look and give his suggestions.  

· Parsonage front step. The steps need to be repaired or replaced. Will ask Jarod Roeber to look and quote the 

project.  

NEW BUSINESS:  

· Church sanitizing. Paul Nielsen gave his recommendation for an Ozone Generator with UV. He stated this 

would sanitize contact surfaces in a given space without harm to the surface. The unit would require supervision 

and nobody could be in the space for the hour that it runs. Council discussed running it upstairs and downstairs. 

Pam moved to purchase this generator at a cost of $469.99 plus taxes and shipping ($534.98). Lynn seconded 

and motion passed. A schedule will be made and training will be given to those that use it.  

· Evaluation of first Sunday worship back in the sanctuary. Service went well with 23 in attendance. Will 

continue the procedures for future services. Pastor stated a new camera would be coming that would allow a 

better livestream experience.  

· Picnic & Worship in the Park. This was originally scheduled for July 19th at the park. The location was 

changed to the Trinity lawn for a 9 am worship. There will be no picnic.  

The next regular meeting will be July 14, 2020 at 5:30 pm.  

Melissa motioned & Lynn seconded to adjourn the meeting at 6:55pm.  

The meeting closed with The Lord’s Prayer.  

Submitted by Melissa Nielsen, Secretary 

 

Church Council Members  

Vicki Furchert, President     

Kathy Mahannah, Vice President, Worship   

Melissa Nielsen, Secretary     

Lynn Stofferahn, Treasurer,      

Pam Petersen, Property Liaison     

Bob Wilson, New Member Liaison                         

Council meetings are always open meetings, and anyone is welcome to attend.  



Saturday Servers Schedule for Trinity 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Servers Schedule for Grace 

 

Mowing Schedule 
 

Grace Trinity 

Week of July 5 

 
Roger Vander Pol Nancy Nelson 

Week of July 12 

 
Chris Mandel *available* 

Week of July 19 

 
*available* *available* 

Week of July 26 

 
*available* *available* 

DATE LITURGIST USHERS VIDEO TECH/POWERPOINT 

July 4 NO WORSHIP SERVICE 

July 11 Bev Meyer Darren & Nichole Chambliess Devon Chambliess 

July 18 NO WORSHIP SERVICE 

July 25 Bev Meyer Darren & Nichole Chambliess Devon Chambliess 

DATE ORGANIST/ 

PIANIST 

USHERS VIDEO TECH WORSHIP ASST COMMUNION 

ASSISTANT 

ACOLYTE 

July 5 Shea Stokely Melissa Nielsen 

Paul Nielsen 

Mollie Nielsen Mary Vander Pol Dan Fiala 

Kathy Mahannah 

Mackenzie Schmid 

July 12 Shea Stokely Pam Petersen 

Jeff Petersen 

Lenny Erb Christy Steffen Mindi Linder 

Merna Recker 

Teagen Berg 

July 19 

Service Outside at Trinity 

July 26 Shea Stokely Bob Wilson 

Tisha Wilson 

Paul Nielsen Pam Petersen Mary VanderPol 

Melissa Nielsen 

Cloe Mandel 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor on vacation  

July 2-4 & 6-10 

3 

OFFICE CLOSED –  

In Observance of 

Independence Day 

 

 

Pastor on vacation  

 

4 

 

No Worship at Trinity 

5 

 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

Service at Grace 

6 

 

Trinity Quilters 1-4 

 

 

Pastor on Vacation 

7  

 

Trinity Women’s Bible 

Study 9:00 a.m. 

 

Pastor on Vacation 

 

8 

 

Why Not make 

Christmas Cards at 

Trinity 9:00 a.m. 

 

Pastor on Vacation 

9 

Grace Quilters 9-3 

 

Trinity Trustees  

7:00 p.m. 

 

Pastor on Vacation 

10 

 

Grace Quilters 9-3 

 

 

Pastor on Vacation 

 

11 

 

5:30 p.m. Worship 

Service at Trinity 

12 

 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

Service at Grace 

 

 

13 

 

Trinity Quilters 1-4 

 

Friendship Circle  

5:30 p.m. 

 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

14 

 

Trinity Women’s Bible 

Study 9:00 a.m. 

 

Grace Council Meeting 

5:30 p.m. 

 

15 

  

Christian Ed. Meeting 

at Trinity 5:30 p.m. 

 

Trinity Council 

Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

16 

 

17 

 

 

18 

Food Pantry 

8:30 a.m. Trinity 

 

 

No Worship at Trinity 

19 

 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

Service Outside at 

Trinity Church 

20 

 

Trinity Quilters 1-4 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

 

21 

 

Trinity Women’s Bible 

Study 9:00 a.m. 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24  

 

Grace Quilters 9-3 

25 

 

5:30 p.m. Worship 

Service at Trinity 

26 

 

9:00 a.m. 1st 

Communion/Worship 

Service at Grace 

27 

 

WIC/Immunization 

9:30-3 

 

Trinity Quilters 1-4 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

28  

 

Trinity Women’s Bible 

Study 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

*Newsletter Deadline! 

29 30 31 1 

 

 



Trinity and Grace are partnering in a school supply drive. 

Please choose items from the following list to bring to the outdoor worship 

service at Trinity on July 19 (Our alternative to the service & picnic in the Park.)  

On the 19th you could also make a donation during fellowship (sweet rolls & 

coffee) towards purchasing supplies.  We have formed a Thrivent Action Team 

for this event – which gives us a $250 grant to use for supplies.  We challenge 

our congregations to donate 250 items to ‘match’ our grant.  We’ll see how 

close we get on the 19th and then use the grant $ (and any donations rec’d on 

the 19th) to purchase more.   

24 Crayola crayons (no larger boxes please) 
Glue sticks 
Spiral notebooks (wide rule) 
Notebook paper 
Large erasers 
Scissors 
4 oz. white glue 
Red correcting pens 
Black or blue pens 
Colored pencils 
Washable markers 
#2 Pencils 
Two pocket folders 
Yellow highlighters 

The deadline to donate supplies is the 1st of August so we can get the supplies to 
school in plenty of time. 

Thank you for your generosity in participating in this Thrivent Action Team event, 
managed by our children & their families. 

  



Living with Christ, Growing in Grace!     Rooted In Christ – Growing in Love – 
                                                   Branching out in Service 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Ministers:  Everyone! 

Pastor:  Rev. Priscilla Hukki 

 

Administrative Assistant: 

Teala Connealy 
 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

104 S. Colfax St. 

West Point, NE. 68788 

402-372-2050 

gracewpn@hotmail.com 

www.gracewpn.org 

Missionary: 

Rev. Linda Johnson Swyenkulo 

 

 

 

 

Trinity Church UCC/UMC 

P.O. Box 156 

West Point, NE. 68788 

402-372-2271 

trinity.church.ucc.umc@gmail.com 

 

Grace Ev. Lutheran Church 

104 South Colfax Street 

West Point, NE  68788-1811 

  

Address Service Requested 

http://www.gracewpn.org/

