
Grace & Trinity 
Newsbites 

 

 

I’ve found it hard to figure out what to write this month.   
Ordinarily as we begin the summer, I’d be suggesting ways to stay 
connected while vacationing or encouraging folks to go to summer 
camp or thinking about VBS type events.  Today (Thursday, the 28th) I 

would have been at the UMC conference meeting and then heading to the NE Synod Assembly.    Folks 
would be enjoying the pool and summer sports and camps and parks.  We’d all just be glad that winter is 
over, and summer work and fun are here. 

Yet, here we are; still dealing with a pandemic, all very tired. Physical distancing and masks and 
tests and no visits in care facilities; some businesses full steam ahead and others limping into business – 
somewhat as usual.  An overload of information, with competing claims, bombards us every day.  Death 
and infection and recovery rates becoming tools in the hands of politicians and political 
parties.  Mourning, lamenting for so much that has been lost.  Then this week, again, the brutal public 
death of a black man.  “I can’t breathe”; his cry and the cries of those dying of COVID 19 (Supposing they 
could cry while ventilated.) echo around this weary world.  We rightly lament.  

Even so, what are we to do?  We who love the Lord and cry out to him for healing, peace, safety, 
justice?  ‘Peace’, Jesus says to his disciples, ‘Peace’.  Paul reminds us over and over that we are all given 
gifts for the common good.  We are enough, we have enough, life in abundance is ours and for all.  We 
have a God who walks with us, lives among us, dwells within; who never leaves us; whose presence is not 
dependent on how we feel or what we know, or how strong our faith is; or the mess we’ve made of the 
world, or of ourselves.  God is with us because God loves us.   Jesus sends the Spirit that we might have 
another advocate and the power to proclaim Good News to all the world; and so that we would not be 
alone.  

What are we to do?    We are to love extravagantly.  We are to serve as if we were serving Jesus 
himself, because, by the way, we are.  We are to keep our eyes open, be dressed and ready to go when we 
are sent to comfort the brokenhearted, to heal the sick, to feed the hungry, to visit the lonely, to love our 
neighbors, near and far.  We are to live in such a way that people cannot help but see God’s glory, grace, 
mercy.  We are to live out of a sense of abundance that allows us to be generous and kind and 
gracious.  We are to be the justice makers and peace warriors who lean into the reign of God.  We are to 
be fearless, fierce, bold and unyielding in calling out acts of injustice, hatred and inhumanity.  

What are we to do?  We are to keep on doing the good we do.  We are caring for neighbors, we are 
loving and serving and healing and praying and working. We are grateful for family and friends, homes, 
work, a community.   We are praying.  We are walking the road with Jesus.  The times or troubles of the 
world cannot keep us from the hope that we have in Christ Jesus our Lord; nor take from us the peace 
that Jesus gives that surpasses all understanding.  Grief, crying and lamenting may hold us for a time, but 
not forever.  God is persistent and never gives up on us, nor breaks the promise made to us on the 
cross.  Breathe.  Hold on.  Persist.  Love is stronger than hatred, light is stronger than darkness and life is 
stronger than death; come what may victory is ours because Jesus is Lord, forever and ever.  Amen. 
Traveling mercies,  Pr. Priscilla 



GUIDELINES FOR CHURCH SERVICES 

Trinity and Grace have similar guidelines to keep us all safe while we gather for service. We are following CDC 

guidelines along with recommendations from the United Methodist Conference and the ELCA. 

Regarding the use of the church buildings: Trinity Church and Grace Lutheran Church facilities can be used for 

worship services which would include funerals, weddings, baptisms, and established Bible Studies. 

Other non-religious, private events will not be allowed for the time being. Decisions regarding non-profits who 

have regularly used the building will be determined on a case by case basis. 

Trinity and Grace are doing due diligence to make sure that when we gather in person in our buildings, we are 

providing a safe place to worship. However, we are a public gathering; we cannot guarantee that you will not be 

exposed to COVID19. Please follow health department best practices; and use common sense. If you: are 

experiencing symptoms that might be COVID 19; have been exposed to the virus, have household members 

sick; are particularly vulnerable to the effects of the virus; are unable to wear a mask, please worship with us 

through Facebook, and not in person. Remember, you do not need to have a Facebook account to join a 

livestream on public Facebook pages. 

Church Service guidelines: 

· Saturday, June 6th at 5:30pm will be our first “gathering together” service at Trinity Church. Sunday, June 7th 

at 9:00 am will be our first “gathering together” service at Grace Lutheran Church. Our plan is to live stream 

both services, on each congregation’s Facebook page. 

· At Trinity, the main entrance door and at Grace, the front door to the sanctuary (NW side) and the northwest 

door (that leads to the elevator) will be propped open or attended to minimize continuous touching of the 

doorknobs.  

· The cushions, hymnals, pens, envelopes etc. will be removed from the pews. 

· The offering plates will not be passed around. They will be placed in the back of the Church. 

· We will be following the 6’ separating of families. Please follow the instructions of the ushers. If members of 

your household/family wish to sit together, all must be seated at the same time. 

· There is to be NO fellowship before or after Church. Hugging is discouraged, waves and elbow bumps 

encouraged. Maintaining the required physical distance is for everyone’s best interest. 

· At Trinity, face masks are encouraged, to protect others! At Grace, face masks are required. There will be 

some available, but we hope you will bring your own. (Children 2/3 and younger are exempt from this policy.) 

· Hand sanitizer will be available; but you are encouraged to bring your own. 

· Congregational singing will not be allowed. ☹ 

· At Trinity there will be space for about 30 individuals in the sanctuary; and another 10/12 in the fellowship 

hall. At Grace there will be space for around 50 in the sanctuary; and another 12/15 in the fellowship hall 

downstairs. 

· We will receive Communion bread (wafers) but not wine/juice; the ushers will direct you to the communion 

station; you will receive the bread (wafer) and return to your seat before consuming. 

· Trinity Troopers have been sanitizing Trinity Church surface areas including the pews, doorknobs etc. every 

Monday. Grace has volunteers who will be sanitizing surface areas between services. Since both congregations 

utilize cleaning crews from Northstar (who are not back at work yet) other regular cleaning is being done by 

volunteers as well. Talk with a Trooper (at Trinity) or a council member (at Grace) if you’d like to help. 

This too shall pass; treatments & vaccines will be developed. In the meantime, can’t say enough good about an 

intact sense of humor. Err on the side of concern for the other and compassion for those who are at risk. Focus 

on worshiping God, praying for one another, hearing the Word, receiving Holy Communion, and being the 

church in the world, for the world. Be of good cheer; be patient, & be kind! 



Recipes to Try While Staying at Home 

Chinese Cabbage Salad 

1 finely chopped cabbage 

8 T toasted slivered almonds 

8 T toasted sesame seeds 

1 bunch sliced green onions 

2 pkgs. Ramen noodles, broken  

(do not use flavor packet) 

Dressing: 

4 T sugar 

1 tsp pepper 

1 c oil 

2 tsp Accent 

2 tsp salt 

6 T rice vinegar 

Pour over ingredients and toss an hour or two before serving. 
 

Coleslaw 

5 c shredded cabbage 

½ c almonds, toasted 

1 ½ c dried cranberries 

½ c celery, diced 

¼ c chopped green onions 

½ c chopped green bell pepper 

Dressing: 
½ c mayonnaise 

1 T sweet pickle relish 

1 T honey mustard 

1 T honey 

Salt & pepper 

 

Combine dressing ingredients.  Toss well with slaw ingredients before serving. 
 

Shrimp Risotto 

1 lb. extra-large shrimp (21-25 per pound), peeled, 

deveined, and tails removed, shells reserved 

1 ¾ tsp table salt, divided 

1 T vegetable oil 

7 c water 

15 black peppercorns 

2 bay leaves 

4 T unsalted butter, divided 

1 onion, chopped fine 

1 fennel bulb, stalks discarded, bulbs halved, cored, 

and chopped fine 
        

1/8 tsp baking soda 

2 garlic cloves, minced 

1 ½ c Arborio rice 

¾ c dry white wine 

1 oz Parmesan cheese, grated (½ c), plus extra for 

serving 

¼ c minced fresh chives 

½ c tsp grated lemon zest plus 1 T juice, plus lemon 

wedges for serving 

 

 

1. Cut each shrimp crosswise into thirds. Toss with ½ tsp salt and set aside. Heat oil in Dutch oven over high heat 

until simmering. Add reserved shrimp shells and cook, stirring frequently, until shells begin to turn spotty brown, 

2 to 4 min. Add water, peppercorns, bay leaves and 1 tsp salt and bring to boil. Reduce heat to low and simmer for 

5 min. Strain stock through fine-meshed strainer set over large bowl, pressing on solids with rubber spatula to 

extract as much liquid as possible; discard solids. 

2. Melt 2 tablespoons butter in now-empty pot over medium heat. Add onion, fennel, baking soda, and remaining ¼ 

tsp salt.  Cook, stirring frequently, until vegetables are softened but not browned, 8 to 10 min. (volume will be 

dramatically reduced and onion will have mostly disintegrated). Add garlic and stir until fragrant, about 30 sec.  

Add rice and cook, stirring frequently, until grains are translucent around edges, about 3 minutes. 

3. Add wine and cook, stirring constantly until fully absorbed, 2 to 3 min.   Stir 4 c stock into rice mixture; reduce 

heat to medium- low, cover and simmer until almost all liquid has been absorbed and rice is just al dente, 16 to 18 

min, stirring twice during simmering. 

4. Add ¾ c stock to risotto and stir gently and constantly until risotto becomes creamy, about 3 min. Stir in 

Parmesan and shrimp. Cover pot and let stand off heat for 5 min. 

5. Gently stir chives, lemon zest and juice, and remaining 2 T butter into risotto. Season with salt and pepper to 

taste. If desired, stir in additional stock to loosen texture of risotto. Serve, passing lemon wedges and extra 

Parmesan separately.



We are sorry to say that we had a tech failure with the May 31 (Pentecost) recording for cable.  Our plan 

- at 9 AM on June 8 you can view the May 31 service and at 1 PM you can view the June 7 service.   

 

CALLING ALL HAPPY MOWERS - both congregations rely on folks to sign-up and take turns mowing and 

trimming.  The upside of Grace is you get in a really good walk!  The fun of Trinity is you get to use a riding 

mower!  The sign-up sheet is available in the office during the week and posted in the usual place on the 

weekend.   
 

If anyone would like to provide special music at either congregation, please let Pastor know (or at Trinity 

let Bev know).   

Have other ideas for safe, community minded activities or events?  Let either council know so we might do 

some planning. 
 

Update regarding the Taskforce - given the events of the past few months we have not had a chance to 

meet with our denominational staff.  While it is on hold, please continue praying as we walk together in 

ministry.  How do you think it's going?  What might be next steps for our congregations?   
 

Salvation Army Food Pantry will be held Saturday, June 20 at Trinity Church UCC/UMC in West Point. 
It will be a drive through as in May.  We will need 10 volunteers, by 7:45/8:00.  You cannot volunteer 
if you have any flu-like symptoms.  

 

Online giving is a helpful tool that makes it easy to maintain regular offerings to the congregation. 
Grace already has Vanco set up and Trinity will be setting up an account this week.  This provides a way to 
give to the congregation through an automatic withdrawal from your bank account.  You set the amount and 
date you would like it to be given.   Once in place you will see the withdrawal show up on your bank 
statement.  Vanco sends a monthly statement to the congregation for recordkeeping.  You can make changes 
to your giving by calling or emailing the office.  Contact Teala if you would like a form.  

Another option is to set up your monetary giving through your banks “online bill payment” system. Most banks 
offer this service. Typically, you just need the name and address of the vendor, or in this case Trinity 
Church/Grace Lutheran.  Check with your current bank to see if they provide this service. You can set it up to 
pay on any day and can easily manage your payments and can change the amount or day to send your 
offering. With most on line payment systems, the church will receive a check from your bank account, that will 
assist the church to manage and record your giving amount. 

Dear Grace & Trinity, 

Glad to hear you’re praying for me. Also, the nice letter from Audrey Maack. I feel fine.  

Donald Alberts

Outreach Ministry Opportunity 

The West Point Public Schools furnished 1000 meals every day from the time they had to close the school 
buildings because of the virus, until the end of the school year. The administrators, teachers, cooks, custodial 
staff, and paras need to be commended for all they have done to provide for the students throughout those 
several weeks of uncharted territory.  

There are several weeks before the new school year begins and there are possibly several families that still are 
struggling to make ends meet. There were a few of us during our last Bible Study that were trying to figure out 
how we can help provide meals to some of those families.  

If you are interested and willing to meet and discuss the possibility of coordinating such an outreach please feel 
free to contact me.  

Bev Meyer - I would love to hear from you soon. (Please contact the office for her contact information.) 



Thank you to everyone who has provided M, W, F devotions which are posted on Trinity's Facebook page.  We 

will continue this through the month of June; and then switch to Wednesdays only.  If you would like to provide 

a 3-5 minute devotion, please let Jean Schlickbernd know and she will schedule you - this invite is for both 

Grace and Trinity members.  Folks have been reading from the devotional of their choice; the ones provided by 

our congregations are available if you would like to use them.  It's nice to end each devotion praying the Lord's 

Prayer, but it's okay if not.  Assistance is available if you need help with the video part of this.   

In Our Prayers This Month 

 

Members and Friends in the Military 

 
 

(If you would like the list of Prayers and those in the Military please contact the 

church office.)

Trinity News 
Trinity June Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

(If you would like a list of birthdays/anniversaries please contact the church office.) 

 

 

 

Notes on The Trinity council meeting May 20. 

The Roof! It should be done the week of May 22nd!  It only required a small increase in cost, to make a better 
transition between the sanctuary roof and the fellowship hall roof.  A special thanks to Tom Swenson and Don 
Roeber for all their work towards this project.  

The music committee will be purchasing a new camera and computer combination, so we can continue to live 
stream our services after we open up, but from the balcony, instead of from an I-pad upfront in the aisle. Our 
current camera does not stream clean, live HDMI video from the camera in order to input to Facebook. 

Grace applied for the stimulus salary funds, and was approved! So both churches should have no salary costs 
for a couple of months.  This will really help us all, as it is often difficult to meet our budgetary needs. 

Trinity is still planning our fall dinner!  If things happen to be in a shutdown mode, we will go to an all takeout 
program.  We can’t let something as good as this, fall by the wayside. 

The council is directing the trustees to develop a policy on church building use during the gradual opening 
up.  We know we want to have church service-related activities to continue, but we are concerned about non-
religious related use of our facilities, due to not being able to oversee sanitizing procedures.  



Our big discussion concerned starting open services in our church.  We plan on having our first service on 
June 6th.  The troopers are “stripping” the sanctuary of pew pads, written materials, and writing utensils.  Things 
that are difficult to sanitize.  They will be marking seating areas, to maintain the social distancing and 
determine capacity for services. Please abide by their markings for the comfort of all. Our services will have no 
congregational singing, as that is shown to be a hot virus spreading method.  We will have ushers seat us and 
dismiss us after services, to help maintain the distancing (it will be like a wedding every week!) And of course, 
no coffee after services……. Well, I don’t drink coffee, but I did partake of the juice and goodies.  These are 
just some of the new procedures that we will have to get used to for a while.  We know that sometime we will 
get to have our after-service fellowship in person, but for now, we will have to settle for the ZOOM version. 

I think these are the high points of our meeting.  Remember all members are welcome at council meetings, as 
it is OUR church. 

Thanks for reading  
Jim Sherwood 
 

 

Trinity members have received their volunteer schedule for the month of June. Please notify Kathi and the 
office if you have switched with someone. Also, if there is anyone would like to serve for a week or a month to 
please contact Kathi Sherwood.  

 

 

Why Not is back… 

Why Not make Christmas Cards for those in the service to send home to their families. 

Wednesday, July 8 

9:00 a.m. -  ? at Trinity 

Bring a sack lunch and old Christmas Cards 
 

 

Trinity is having a yard sale in the fall!  Save all your good stuff.  There is some room to store items, but if 

you have room at home that is great too.  Watch for more info in upcoming newsletters. 

Grace News 
Grace June Birthdays & Anniversaries  

 

(If you would like a list of birthdays/anniversaries please contact the church office.) 

 

We will email the Sunday Servers Schedule for the rest of June out on Thursday, June 4. 

Please make a note to check your email. 

 

If you see masked ladies in parish hall, don't panic.  They aren't bandits.  The quilting ladies are resuming 

tying quilts as they try to meet their goal of sending 100 quilts to Lutheran World Relief.  They are 

practicing social distancing and all safety practices for the COVID pandemic.  GOOD LUCK LADIES!!!!  



 

Grace thanks QPI, Quarterly Pork International for the gift of hand sanitizer and dispenser 

for use in the sanctuary.  It is truly appreciated.   

 

     Grace’s church council met to discuss how to open the church, slowly - safely. Face masks, hand sanitizer, 

social distancing, no singing, no pew cushions, no hymnals, no sharing coffee & conversation. We have added 

precautions & taken away things that might spread germs. Things will be different BUT we can be together for 

worship.  

     I look forward to seeing you. I realize not everyone will feel comfortable coming to the building to worship 

but with time & precautions “this too shall pass”. No matter where you worship God, your congregation is with 

you. We will still live stream our service. 

     Our council looks forward to seeing your smiling eyes. Please contact any one of us if you ever need to, we 

serve & care about you!  
 

Council President  

Vicki Furchert 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 
Council Minutes May 19, 2020 (pending council approval)  
 

The Grace Lutheran Church regular Church Council meeting was conducted via Zoom video conference due to COVID-19 
social distancing guidelines. The congregation was invited to request the link and log in information to join the meeting. 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:35 pm by Vicki Furchert. Other council members present: Lynn Stofferahn, Melissa 

Nielsen, & Pam Petersen.  Absent were Kathy Mahannah and Bob Wilson.  Pastor was also in attendance. 

Melissa moved to accept the agenda, Lynn seconded, and motion passed.  

Pam made a motion to accept the minutes from the April 14, 2020 meeting, citing a change to the next meeting date of 

May 19th.  Lynn seconded, and motion passed. 

Presidents Report:  none 

Pastor Report: none. 

Treasurer Report:  Melissa moved to accept the treasurer’s report, second by Pam and motion passed.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Property:  Pam is continuing work on organizing breaker boxes.  Vicki will talk to Verlyn about changing over from heat 
to a/c 
WELCA:  They met this month using Zoom. 
Christian Education: They did a Zoom class that worked well.  All overnight camps have been cancelled.  Pastor is looking 
for VBS ideas. 
OLD BUSINESS:   There was no old business 

NEW BUSINESS:  

• Setting up church for attendance.  We are still targeting a June 7th date to return to worship in the 

sanctuary.  Many ideas on how this will be carried out were discussed.  Ultimately it was decided that 

the council will meet at the church on Wednesday, May 27th at 1:00pm to discuss further. 
 

The next regular meeting will be June 9, 2020 at 5:30 pm. 
Pam motioned & Lynn seconded to adjourn the meeting. 
The meeting closed with The Lord’s Prayer.  
 

Submitted by Melissa Nielsen, Secretary 

Church Council Members  



Vicki Furchert, President     

Kathy Mahannah, Vice President, Worship   

Melissa Nielsen, Secretary     

Lynn Stofferahn, Treasurer,      

Pam Petersen, Property Liaison     

Bob Wilson, New Member Liaison                         

Council meetings are always open meetings, and anyone is welcome to attend. 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

2 

Trinity Women’s Bible 

Study 9:00 a.m. 

 

2:30 p.m. Trinity Music 

& Worship Meeting 

3 

5:30 p.m. Christian 

Education Gathering 

via Zoom  

4 

 

5 

 

 

6 

 

5:30 p.m. Worship 

Service at Trinity 

7 

 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

Service at Grace 

8 

5:30 p.m.  

Friendship Circle via 

Zoom 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

9  

Trinity Women’s Bible 

Study 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

Grace Council Meeting 

5:30 p.m. 

 

10 

 

11 

OFFICE CLOSED –  

ADMIN. ASSISTANT 

ON VACATION 

 

Grace Quilters 

 

Trinity Trustees 7:00 

p.m. 

12 

OFFICE CLOSED –  

ADMIN. ASSISTANT 

ON VACATION  

 

Grace Quilters 

13 

 

5:30 p.m. Worship 

Service at Trinity 

14 

 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

Service at Grace 

 

Graduation Quilt Day! 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

16 

  Trinity Women’s 

Bible Study 9:00 a.m. 

 

17 

  

 

 

Trinity Council 

Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

18 

 

19 

 

 

20 

Food Pantry 

8:30 a.m. Trinity 

 

5:30 p.m. Worship 

Service at Trinity 

21 

 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

Service at Grace 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

 

23 

Trinity Women’s Bible 

Study 9:00 a.m. 

 

24 

 

25 

 

26  

 

Grace Quilters 

27 

 

5:30 p.m. Worship 

Service at Trinity 

28 

 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

Service at Grace 

29 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

30  

Trinity Women’s Bible 

Study 9:00 a.m. 

 

1 2 3 4 

 

Happy Independence 

Day! 

 

No Trinity Worship 

 



Living with Christ, Growing in Grace!     Rooted In Christ – Growing in Love – 
                                                   Branching out in Service 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Ministers:  Everyone! 

Pastor:  Rev. Priscilla Hukki 

402-841-0220 

pjhukki@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant: 

Teala Connealy 
 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

104 S. Colfax St. 

West Point, NE. 68788 

402-372-2050 

gracewpn@hotmail.com 

www.gracewpn.org 

Missionary: 

Rev. Linda Johnson Swyenkulo 

 

 

 

 

Trinity Church UCC/UMC 

P.O. Box 156 

West Point, NE. 68788 

402-372-2271 

trinity.church.ucc.umc@gmail.com 

 

Grace Ev. Lutheran Church 

104 South Colfax Street 

West Point, NE  68788-1811 

  

Address Service Requested 

http://www.gracewpn.org/

