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Grace & Trinity Newsbites 
 

  

November is upon us!  We begin the first 

Sunday of the month with the Feast of All 

Saints as we remember our beloved ones 

who have died since last November 1.  

Then there is election day, Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving and then the 

last Sunday of the month begins the season of Advent.  This has been a 

year that proves the relativity of time – it has gone so slowly and now, 

seemingly in the blink of an eye, it is November.  How shall we prepare 

for the end of our church year and the beginning of another?  How shall 

we prepare our hearts and homes for Jesus to be born and for the Christ 

to come again?  How shall we live as disciples in this season?   

On the Feast of All Saints a bell will be rung for each one named and 

we will light candles in remembrance.  

On election day I hope you will pray for all who are voting, for all 

candidates for office, for graciousness in winning and losing, and for 

reconciliation between people divided by political opinions, choices 

and party.   

How will you honor a Veteran this year?  How can we as the church 

support those who have served during times of war?  Some come home 

with visible scars and permanent physical disabilities; but for many the 

wounds are invisible, moral injuries and emotional trauma.   

No Thanksgiving service in the works but a really great Thrivent ‘Give 

Thanks and Give Back’ challenge (There’s an article on page 3 with all 

the details.)   

We will observe Advent, but right now we are in discernment mode 

about how it will be observed.  Some of our ‘usual and normal’ 

activities and programs may not be possible.  What would you be 

able/willing to do, be present for?  Would you participate in some 

Zoom groups or activities?   

Then there’s Christmas!  Both councils will be considering the 

Christmas schedule in hopes of having it finalized early in December.  

It does not seem likely that we will be able to have ‘full house’ services 

this year.  So, there may be additional services on Christmas Eve and/or 

some on Christmas Day to accommodate physical distancing.     How 

willing are you to attend service at an alternative time – earlier or later?  
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Would you be interested in a Christmas Day service – what times 

would work?  We want to have joyful celebrations, that are accessible 

to as many people as possible, that are as safe as possible for those who 

are able to come.  Perhaps part of the Advent journey is contemplating 

what is essential and what is not.  What are we willing to give up so 

that others might worship, might have celebrations, might hear the 

Good News that a savior has been born for us?  What talents are we 

willing to use and share that we might have joyful worship?  The music 

of Advent and Christmas is beautiful and lends itself to solos and duets 

and quartets; to woodwinds and to brass.  The readings are dramatic 

and full of images.  Who is willing to be bold, to take a risk so that we 

can create joyful, thoughtful, creative worship for Advent and 

Christmas in a year of pandemic?  Let me know, and look for some 

time in November (TBA) when we will work on Advent and Christmas 

together. 

The Zoom conference I attended was on how we are the church today.  

We are built on the foundation of, and living in the inherited church 

with all its strength and beauty; and at the same time, we are building 

together the emerging church that is the inheritance several generations 

down the line will inherit.  Of course, the church is made up of 

disciples who are sent out to proclaim the Good News that all the world 

might know the saving love of God in Christ.  We are a missional 

church, never gathered just for ourselves, but for the world.    

One idea in particular caught my attention and so I offer it as a 

challenge and spiritual practice for November.  As you walk, or drive 

around town, in the country, around the county, as you are at work or 

school or at play, pray for the people and places you see or pass by, 

even if you don’t know them; and ask God to see what God sees.  Let’s 

be diligent and deliberate about this for the month of November.  

Maybe once a week you might even schedule a deliberate prayer 

walk/drive; where your only purpose is to pray as you go.  Other times 

you might simply be mindful of praying as you go about your daily 

routine.  Write down what you think God sees.  Maybe that God 

‘vision’ might be mission and ministry that God is calling us to do.  

Maybe God will call you to a particular ministry or mission as you 

pray.  May God open our eyes and hearts that we might be faithful and 

bold disciples.   

Traveling mercies, 

Pr. Priscilla    
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The West Point Food Pantry is able to provide a Thanksgiving box 

for folks.  Families are referred to the food pantry and a box is 

delivered.  If you are in need or know someone who is, please let 

Pastor know 15.  Please only refer someone to Pastor if you have 

asked their permission.    

Thrivent Give Thanks and Give Back Challenge.  We are one of 50 

locations participating in this Thrivent challenge.  The challenge is to 

collect 500 items for the West Point Food Pantry during the month of 

November.  If we do, Thrivent will give them $500!   Pastor’s 

challenge to Grace and Trinity is for every member to give at least one 

item.  At the end of November, we will be creating a pyramid with the 

500+ items and having a photo op with as many masked people as we 

can gather.  (More info on that later.)  Let’s aim for tuna or canned 

meats, peanut butter & jelly, soup & crackers, mac & cheese.  Of 

course, other non-perishable items are fine as well.  Beginning Sunday, 

November 1 we will have tables set up in each church for donated 

items.   

 ATTENTION:  Parents of 7th – 12th Graders 

    TRIP 

WHEN:  June or July 2021 - Leave Sat/Sun and return Friday 

WHERE:  Rapid City, South Dakota 

WHO:  7th - 12th grade in 2020/21 school year 

Go to Youthworks.com for destinations and program details.  We’ve 

partnered with Youthworks many times and have had great 

experiences! 

THE FUNDRAISING HAS ALREADY BEGUN, SO BEFORE 

NOVEMBER 6TH, WE NEED AN APPROX. COUNT OF YOUTH 

WHO THINK THEY WOULD GO.  Contact the church office to be 

included in the count. 

 Trip expenses will be paid by fundraisers and youth group funds. 

 

file:///C:/Users/Grace%20Lutheran/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/youthworks.com
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Mission Trip to Rapid City, SD 

Yard Cleanup Done By 7th-12 Graders 

We Will Rake leaves, Pick up Branches  

or Clean out Flower Beds 

We will plan on doing the work after 5 P.M. on the weekdays or 

on a weekend 

***Free Will Donation*** 

With your donation the Youth will be able to serve in many 

different ways, such as: 

• Partnering with local organizations to meet ongoing 

needs of the community 

• Serving at a Food Shelf, Clothing Distribution Center, 

Soup Kitchen, Helping with a Children’s Program and an 

Elder Care Facility 

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please call the church office and let them know the following information or 

you can print and drop off by November 6th as our last day of clean-up will be 

Nov 22nd 

Name: ________________________ 

Address:_______________________ 

Date Preferred:__________________ 

Second Choice:__________________ 

Phone Number:_________________ 

Type of Yard Cleanup:_____________ 

Once we have your information Tisha Wilson or Jamie Stigge 

will call to confirm the appointment. 

Thank you so much for the support!! 
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Adult Christian Education - in September families with children 
received a book called 'How to study the Bible'.  It covers the basics 
and is a great tool for those who haven't done any formal Bible studies 
since Sunday School or Confirmation class.  It can be worked through 
individually, but it might be more helpful, and fun, to have a class.  So, 
there will be one or two Zoom sessions scheduled; 6-8 people per 
class.  They will be either Tuesday or Thursday evening depending on 
when folks are available. Approximately 45 minutes; and could start 
anywhere between 7:30 PM and 8:45 PM; for 5-6 weeks (We would add 
that 6th week if we need the time.)  I hope to begin the week of November 
10 (We would not meet Thanksgiving week.)  Please email/text Pastor 
or call the church office and let Pastor know of your interest 
and what day/time would work best.  If you are not in a family with 
children and would like to participate, let Pastor know and she will order 
extra books.  Please email/text Pastor or call the church office. 
Looking ahead - is there a group who would like to do the '90 Days 
through the Bible' class?  We would start after Christmas, January - 
March.  This could be Zoom or in person. 

If you would like to set up on-line giving through Vanco, forms are 
available from either church office; paper copy or emailed to you. 

Pastor is happy to accept Facebook friend requests, but needs verification 

that it is a legitimate request - so please text or email or in some way let 

her know that you did indeed send the request.  Also know that if you 

receive a friend request from Pastor, it is not really from her; she accepts 

requests but does not send them.  

 

Contact the church office for the list of:  

Members and Friends in the Military 

 

 

Salvation Army Food Pantry will be held Saturday, November 21 at 
Trinity Church UCC/UMC in West Point. It will be a drive through as 
it has been for the past few months.  We will need 10 volunteers, 
by 7:45/8:00.  You cannot volunteer if you have any flu-like 
symptoms.  
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Methodist Fremont Health is offering a grief support group in 
December.  The group will meet on two consecutive Thursdays, 
December 3 and 10 from 1:00PM – 3:00 PM on the third floor of 
Methodist Fremont Health’s Health Park Plaza. 
  

This group is open to anyone dealing with the loss of a loved one – 
whether that is a spouse, parent, child or friend.  There is no charge to 
attend and refreshments will be provided. 
  

Participants are asked to wear a mask and appropriately social 
distance themselves while in the building.  The group size will be 
limited to 10. 
  

 Please have anyone interested call Scott Jensen, Chaplain for further 
information or to register for this group at (402) 727-3663.  Alternative 
arrangements for grief support may also be made on an as needed 
basis. 

Contact the church office for an updated: 

In Our Prayers This Month 
 

Trinity News. 
Contact the church office for a list of: 

November Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Thanks to the Troopers who faithfully clean and tidy every Monday 

morning.  
 

Living Waters Association of the UCC Nebraska Conference  
2020 Annual Meeting 

Be Transformed! 
Review, Revise & Renew! 

November 14th at 8:45 a.m. via Zoom 
Please contact the church office for the registration link. 

 

Annual Meeting is Saturday, November 21. The church 
office needs all reports by Noon on Tuesday, November 17! 
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It is that time of year again to begin to think about 

the ways in which you can serve Trinity Church.  In 

January of 2021, there will be many holes to fill on 

the various committees. Some by members who have 

served two terms on these committees and due to the by-laws of 

Trinity Church, they may no longer hold those positions.  I have listed 

the people presently holding the position and their phone number. 

Feel free to call them and ask them anything you want about the 

responsibilities of this particular role. We need volunteers for the 

following positions for our Annual Meeting in November so they are 

on board and ready to roll as of January 2021: 

Contact the church office for a list of positions! 
Please prayerfully consider how God is calling you to serve Trinity 

Church and respond accordingly,   
 

Your Council Chairperson and Lay Leader  

Jim Sherwood 

Trinity's council is in the process of making some changes in the 

by-laws; with hopes of having something to present at the annual 

meeting on November 21.  (The Hens will be singing at service 

that evening, so a great time to be 'in person' if you are able.)  We 

are thinking through how to make it possible for folks to be 

virtually present for the annual meeting; no guarantees, but we are 

working on it!  Some of the changes involve how the leadership of 

the congregation is structured.  The committee method worked 

well for many years, for many congregations; but is no longer the 

only or necessarily the most efficient way to lead.  Be on the 

lookout for more information after the November 4 council 

meeting.   

Grace News 
Contact the church office for a list of: 

 
November Birthdays & Anniversaries  
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Sunday, November 1, will be the day we dedicate all our mission 

projects that are sent to Global Health Ministries, Lutheran World 

Relief and Open-Door Mission.  The Open-door mission received 82 

sewn fleece blankets. One hundred hospice kits, 63 new born kits, 

and 3315 rolled bandages are going to Global Health Ministries.  This 

year we are sending 353 bars of soap,18 fabric kits, 59 baby care 

kits,100 personal care kits,100 school kits and 159 quilts to Lutheran 

World Relief.  GLC Quilting ladies set a goal of 100 quilts and quilted 

4 days a month instead of the 2 days a month they have been doing 

for years. This nearly doubled the number of quilts that were sent. 

Many thanks go to the endowment committee, those who donated 

items for the quilts, the Thrivent Action Program Grants, and WELCA 

Funding, Those who helped put kits together and pack load all the 
things for shipment and deliver everything to the pick-up point 

in Norfolk and anyone and everyone who helped in any way truly 

have reached out in Christian love to help human kind.  God bless 

you all!!! 

 

Grace Quilters are in need of liners for their quilts. So, if you are 

cleaning out your closets or attending garage sales please keep an eye 

out for twin bed size or larger blankets or mattress pads. Please 

contact the church office for information. 

 
 

This thank you card acknowledges the love that you continue to share 

with all of here in St. Joseph’s Home through the pandemic which is 

now back to Phase 1 here. We have a couple of positive residents and 

care takers, so we are quarantined in our rooms until October 28 when 

the whole situation is reevaluated. We are well fed and bored too. We 

love you. Gene Evans 

Thank you for the card and gift for pastor appreciation 

month.  Chamber bucks are always nice! Thank you to the council 

for the gift certificate to the garden center.  I will enjoy that next 

spring as I plan the new garden around the new deck.  Pr. Priscilla 
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Dear Friends at Grace Lutheran,  
I was so surprised and delighted by the kind gift of lasagna dinner 
last week. It was absolutely delicious and I didn’t have to cook that 
night. I felt very blessed and warmly welcomed by all of you. Thank 
you so much.  I look forward to getting to know you all more soon. 
Very Sincerely, Ashley Gaughan (Reporter at West Point News) 
 
Grace Lutheran Church, 
Thank you to everyone who helped with the delicious lasagna meal 
delivered to me this week. Everyone did a wonderful job. Special 
thanks to Vicki Furchert for thinking of me! Extra special thanks to 
the gracious person who paid for my meal. Everyone’s kindness is 
very much appreciated & will be remembered. Thanks again. God 
Bless All of You! Love to all, Elveria Thietje
 

 

Grace will be receiving new members and celebrating a Baptism 

on November 22.  If you are interested in becoming a member, 

please talk with Pastor. 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Council Minutes Oct 13, 2020 (pending council approval) 

The meeting was called to order at 5:40 pm by Vicki Furchert. Other 

council members present: Lynn Stofferahn, Melissa Nielsen, Pam 

Petersen, Kathy Mahannah, and Bob Wilson. Pastor was also in 

attendance. 

Pam moved to accept the agenda, Kathy seconded, and motion passed. 

The minutes to the last meeting were corrected to say Pam is creating a 

book of the air filter locations, not water filters. Kathy made a motion to 

accept the amended minutes from the September 8, 2020 meeting. Bob 

seconded, and motion passed. 

Pastor report: she will be taking vacation the week of Thanksgiving and 

December 28th to January 1st. President’s report: nothing to report. 

Treasurer Report: Pam moved to accept the treasurer’s report, second 

by Melissa and motion passed. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Property: New paper towel dispensers for the handicap bathrooms will 

be ordered to match the dispensers in the other bathrooms. The original 

dispensers are obsolete. 

WELCA: October 21st is the drive-through lasagna dinner. 
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Christian Education: Going well with over 15 children and sufficient 

number of teachers. 

Memorial: The Mevo camera was purchased by memorial funds. 

Previously, we had been borrowing Trinity’s 

Endowment: Date is being considered for annual endowment meeting. 

New Member: Several new members have joined in the last month and 

more are planned for the near future. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

· Parsonage deck – a quote was received for materials using wood 

decking from West Point True Value. Pedro Perez will be contacted to 

quote the labor. Kathy made a motion to accept the pricing for the 

supplies. Pam seconded and motion passed. 

· Concrete Work – an email motion was made and passed October 14th 

to accept a quote from Pedro Perez to repair the parsonage front door 

step, a step on the north step of church, and to replace a portion of 

concrete on the north west side. The amount quoted was $ 

· Task Force: after some discussion, it was tabled until next month. 

· COVID-19 Guidelines -- It was decided to use the Elkhorn Valley 

Public Health dial system to guide us how we conduct services. If we are 

in orange or red, masks will be mandatory the entire service. If we are in 

yellow, masks will be required until sitting 

NEW BUSINESS: 

· Budget meeting – council will meet November 17th at 5:30pm for the 

2021 budget meeting 

· Advent & Christmas schedule -- there was discussion about how, when, 

and where to conduct Advent and Christmas services. Any decisions 

were tabled until next month as we pray on it and ask around for 

preferences of the congregations. 

· Quote for additional concrete work -- A new bid was received for 

further concrete work around the church grounds. Some changes were 

requested to Pedro’s submitted quote and he will work on a new one. 

Kathy made a motion to accept the updated quote of up to $7,000. 

Changes that were requested included removing the portion that included 

replacement of bricked cement along the edge of building on north side, 

changing the quote to replace ramp 

near alley with a step, added fix outside step near kitchen door, and 

replacing stucco on sides of steps on west steps. Bob seconded and 

motion passed. 

· Pastor’s benefits for 2021 -- Pastor must make any desired changes to 

her health insurance this next month. Kathy made a motion to fund the 

silver health plan and to fund her HSA account as is. 



11 

The next regular meeting will be November 10, 2020 at 5:30 pm. 

Bob motioned & Pam seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 pm. 

The meeting closed with The Lord’s Prayer. 

Submitted by Melissa Nielsen, Secretary 
Council meetings are always open meetings, and anyone is welcome to 

attend. 

 

 

 

Cloe Nicole Mandel’s Confirmation 

 

"Have I not commanded you? Be 
strong and courageous.  

Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged,  

for the Lord you God will be with you 
wherever you go."   

Joshua 1:9 
 

Cloe picked this verse "because it reminds 
me that I should not be afraid to do things 
and that God will help me find courage." 
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Friendship Circle met on Monday night, October 19. 2020 for a 

work night.  Under the guidance of Mary Vander Pol, who had 
ordered all the ingredients, acquired the recipes, and organized the 
assembly line, we worked together to prepare the pans of chicken 
and beef lasagna and applesauce salad for Wednesday night’s 
Lasagna Dinner. 

 

Wednesday, October 21, our 
circle met early to put the 
lasagna pans in the 
oven, cut the 
chocolate cake bars 

and package them.  Around 5 pm our 
youth workers and some of their moms 
arrived. Shortly after that we began 
filling take-out orders for our lasagna 
supper.  With the excellent help of our 

young people 
who took the 
orders and 
delivered them 
to the awaiting 
cars, we were 
able to 
efficiently fill all 
250 sold orders 
by about 7 pm. 
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Once the final orders were filled, the workers had a chance to eat. 
The amount of lasagna estimated for the dinner was almost exactly 
right, --just enough left for us to eat with a little left over. We 
cleaned up the kitchens and were ready to go home by about 8 pm.   
Considering this was our first attempt at a drive-through lasagna 
dinner, we felt it was a success and well-received by the public.  
Thanks to everyone who helped and a special thank you to Mary 
VanderPol for organizing everything.  Our success was largely due to 
the extra time, effort, and attention to detail she provided.   
Respectfully submitted, Mary Thomas, Secretary of Friendship Circle 
 

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU 
Due to the unusual Covid 19 circumstances, the WELCA of Grace 
decided to cancel their annual Salad Luncheon and Bake Sale. Instead 
they held the 1st "Drive Thru" Lasagna Supper.  THANK YOU to 
everyone who purchased tickets. We sold 250 tickets and 99.9% are 
accounted for. We want to thank Pastor and the Christian Ed kids 
and parents for their terrific ticket taking, delivery, and traffic control 
skills. There were several good comments on the efficiency of this 
group. Our serving line was operating like a "well-oiled 
machine"!  We could not have had such success without all the ladies 
who donated our cakes and who helped in the assembly and serving 
of the meal. THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU. 
 

Many have asked for the Chicken Lasagna Recipe, here it is. 
 

1 16oz. box lasagna noodles (no need to cook first)  
1 can cream of mushroom soup 
1 1/2 cup sour cream  
2 - 4 oz. jar diced pimento  
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder     
1/2 cup milk

2 can cream of chicken soup 
1 cup parmesan cheese (grated)  
1/4 - 1/2 cup chopped green pepper 
4 cups diced cooked chicken 
 

4 cups shredded cheddar cheese 
4 cups shredded mozzarella cheese 

Combine in a large bowl, all but the noodles and shredded cheeses. Spray   
9 x 13 pan with cooking spray.  Spread a thin layer of chicken mixture on 

bottom of pan. Place 1st layer of noodles on top, then meat mixture, then 
shredded cheese. Repeat making 3 layers - ending with shredded cheese on 

top. Bake at 350 for 1 - 1 1/2 hour. 
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