Grace & Trinity Newsbites
I looked back to see what I wrote for October in 2018 and 2019. 2018 was
still the beginning stages of getting to know each other and looking for
teachers for Wednesday nights. 2019 was the beginning of getting to know
Trinity; and I’m sure there was an ask in the newsletter in September for
teachers! On to 2020; one wonderful thing to report is that there are 6 of us
who will be teaching/leading Christian Education on Wednesdays this year – how awesome is that?
Here’s a bit of what I said last year about Trinity and Grace working together - “As the seasons change, we are
changing. It all feels a bit unsettling. Figuring out how to communicate well, how best to combine resources,
what belongs to each congregation…. the list is long. We’ve been talking since spring, but now we are working
together; so, we will see and get to know each other’s warts and wrinkles. We’ve all had our company manners
on, how will it be when we are family not company? There is excitement and real interest in this adventure, and
maybe just a bit of fear and trepidation. There will be changes we all like; and others that are hard. It’s life, isn’t
it?”
Now we’ve been working together for a year; and that’s still true! We are a combination of family and
‘company’; there has been some excitement and great joy. There’s some discomfort, change is hard; and, no
doubt, some trepidation about the future. It’s a bit hard to figure where we are energy wise; because, wait for it,
we’ve been living through a pandemic!
Most everyone is tired. There is a weight – pandemic; natural disasters; national tragedies; a call, really a
demand, to examine systems and ways of doing things, as a nation, as towns and cities; plus, a brutally divisive
presidential election - all on top of the usual daily life with its joys and sorrows. For many, if not most or all,
there is a grief and fear, and maybe a bit of anger, just below the surface that can come bubbling up when least
expected. There isn’t much energy for ‘extra’; and we wonder why we are tired so much of the time.
As disciples of Jesus Christ, as Christians our primary identity is ‘beloved child of God’. All of our life is to be
lived in, and out of, that identity. We are called to live a life worthy of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; to love one
another as we have been loved; to forgive as we ask God to forgive us; to serve one another as if we were
serving Christ himself. Of course, we are also gendered individuals, sons and daughters, some are spouses,
parents, brothers and sisters. Then we are members of faith communities. Then we are citizens of a country,
geographic area. Then we are members of groups of all kinds – hobbies, sports, politics, interests, work…
Through chaos and strife, celebrations and joy, we are called, commanded by Jesus to follow him; to be light; to
pursue goodness and truth; to work for justice. We cannot ignore that calling because it is more convenient to
listen to other voices. Jesus’ voice is the one to listen to, and for. Listen and discern; get clear on what Jesus
would have you do, and then make choices for daily life, work, relationships, exercising the rights and
responsibilities of citizenship, etc. We do not have to agree; but if we do not listen to one another, we will never
understand another person or position. We may have strong opinions one way or another; but our opinion does
not give us the right to demonize another. We can enact justice, but we are not the judge of another before God.
We cannot give in to hatred, fear of difference, ignorance, or a deliberate choice to not be educated; they have
no place in a life lived worthy of the Gospel of Christ. We cannot live as if looking out for self alone,
congregation alone, town alone, state alone, nation alone were Godly living. In God’s realm we are connected,
related, beloved children, no one more or less than another. God’s steadfast love and mercy are on all his works;
not just certain people with whom we agree. God created us as relational beings; in Christ, we are one body.
There is one Baptism, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; one Lord; one faith, all be
it with a variety of religious expressions.
As we move through the rest of this year, let us be open to the Spirit’s guidance - for daily decisions about how
we spend our time, money and energy; about who we vote for in November; about how we work together as
Grace, as Trinity; and as Grace and Trinity together. Let’s be loving, respectful, civil, honest – and kind doesn’t
hurt either!
Traveling mercies as we travel together, Pr. Priscilla
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Trick or Treating on Main St. will be Thursday, October 29, 5:30 to 6:30 PM. Grace and Trinity will
have a table again this year.

We celebrate the many ways we have been the church in this past month – Nursing home
communion services; 2 baptisms; welcomed new members; a wedding; two funerals; provided
space for a baptism and a funeral; had a fun evening and meal together; cleaned the buildings;
quilted; packed kits for babies; studied the Bible; began Christian Education for our younger
members; had a rummage sale (hospitality, passing along good ‘stuff’ for others to enjoy; raising a
bit of money for the church); 8 traditional worship services; hosted the Heavenly Hens for 1
informal time of worship, that included root beer floats! Plus 2 council meetings and one task
force meeting. Two food distribution events which, between them, provided food for 155
households. Helped several families with referrals to Salvation Army for assistance.
If you would like to set up on-line giving through Vanco, forms are available from the church’s
administrative assistant, in either office; paper copy or emailed to you.
Pastor is happy to accept Facebook friend requests, but needs verification that it is a legitimate request so please text or email or in some way let her know that you did indeed send the request. Also know that
if you receive a friend request from Pastor, it is not really from her; she accepts requests but does not send
them.

American Red Cross West Point Community Blood Drive
Monday, October 5, 2020 from 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Nielsen Center
Appointments are required, please go online to redcrossblood.org.
LIFE CHAIN OCT. 4, 2020
Please join local pro-lifers in silent prayer along Hwy 275 at Hwy 32 for one hour from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
on Oct. 4th, 2020. Signs provided in the Great Plains Real Estate parking lot shortly before 2:00 p.m. Please
stand in prayer with other Pro-lifers around the Nation on this day.
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Methodist Fremont Health is offering a grief support group in October. The group will meet for three
consecutive Thursday evenings (October 1, 8 and 15) from
6:30PM – 8:30PM on the third floor of Methodist Fremont Health’s Health Park Plaza.
This group is open to anyone dealing with the loss of a loved one – whether that is a spouse, parent, child or
friend. There is no charge to attend and refreshments will be provided.
Participants are asked to wear a mask and appropriately social distance themselves while in the
building. The group size will be limited to 10.
Please have anyone interested contact the church office for contact information Alternative arrangements for
grief support may also be made on an as needed basis.

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
Thank you for all of the Thank You's and best wishes!
As many of you know I have turned over the reins for coordinator of the Cuming County Salvation Army Food
Pantry after 13 years. This wasn't an easy decision, but due to health issues I felt it was for the best.
I feel the Food Pantry will be in excellent hands going forward. Barb Schroedter has agreed to take over this
position and I know she will do an awesome job!
Thanks Again & Blessings to all,
Carol Sellentin❤️
Salvation Army Food Pantry will be held Saturday, October 17 at Trinity Church UCC/UMC in West
Point. It will be a drive through as it has been for the past few months. We will need 10
volunteers, by 7:45/8:00. You cannot volunteer if you have any flu-like symptoms.

Contact the church office for an updated list of the:
In Our Prayers This Month
Members and Friends in the Military

Mark your calendars - Sunday, November 8, Table Grace Ministries will be leading and providing music for a
combined 9 AM outdoor service at Trinity. Afterwards they will be serving lunch out of their food truck; give
as generously as you are able for the meal.
A reminder about who Table Grace is– a ministry out of Omaha that runs a Café and Food Truck which
provide healthy meals. People pay as they are able. They also have Catering for a Cause that supports this
ministry. A 10-day job training program that helps folks learn basic job skills. A music with a mission and
open faith discussion fellowship that welcomes anyone to come and hear music and talk about faith. Also,
opportunities to volunteer for those who are able to be in Omaha.
$500 has been given towards the approximate $1000 stipend for their ministry expenses. If you'd like to
help with this, a check can be given to either Trinity or Grace, marked for "Table Grace". Check out their
website https://tablegraceministries.com/ to learn more about this mission in Omaha. This would be a
great service to invite friends and neighbors to hear about how the larger church cares for neighbors.
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Christian Education - “Rally Day”
The under 18 set received door
prizes – DQ cards and the choice of
one item from the rummage sale
were some of the prizes.

Trinity News.
Contact the church office for the list of:

October Birthdays & Anniversaries
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A big shout out and Thank you to all the volunteers, shoppers, and donors who made the Trinity Rummage
Sale a success. Our profit from the sale was $1078.50. We appreciate everyone’s support and help on this
project.

Thanks to the Troopers who faithfully clean and tidy every Monday morning.
Attention: Tentative date for Christmas Card Making
Wednesday, October 14 – 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Be sure to check your email for final plans or changes!
Bring a sack lunch!
There is a request for face masks to be donated to Trinity if you can please. We would appreciate
help in supporting the church in this need.
It is that time of year again to begin to think about the ways in which you can serve Trinity
Church. In January of 2021, there will be many holes to fill on the various committees. Some
by members who have served two terms on these committees and due to the by-laws of
Trinity Church, they may no longer hold those positions. I have listed the people presently
holding the position and their phone number. Feel free to call them and ask them anything you want about the
responsibilities of this particular role. We need volunteers for the following positions for our Annual Meeting in
November so they are on board and ready to roll as of January 2021:

Contact the church office for the list of positions:
Please prayerfully consider how God is calling you to serve Trinity Church and respond accordingly,
Your Council Chairperson and Lay Leader
Jim Sherwood
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Grace News
Contact the church office for the list of:

October Birthdays & Anniversaries
Drive – Thru Lasagna Supper
Sponsored by the Women of Grace, WELCA
As we move into Fall of this most unusual year, the Women of ELCA of Grace are cancelling the Annual Salad
Luncheon/Bake & Craft sale. We are replacing the event with a "drive-thru" Lasagna Supper. Mark your
calendars for Wednesday, October 21. The meal will be lasagna (beef or chicken), bread stick, salad and
dessert. Serving from 5:30 - 7:30. We will be selling tickets for $8.00. We are limiting the number of tickets
sold, so buy your tickets earlier rather than later. There will be no meal available without a ticket. You may
purchase tickets from one of several women of the church or call Mary Vander Pol at 402-372-5090 or Teala at
the church office during office hours at 402-372-2050.
The proceeds from our supper will be disbursed to further the work of the church missions, local needs and
projects, and help maintain church needs.
If you would be willing to help with preparing and/or serving, please let the church office know.
Grace Endowment Fund grant proposals are due by October 10. Forms are available in the
Grace office.
Grace Quilters are in need of liners for their quilts. So, if you are cleaning out your closets or attending garage
sales please keep an eye out for twin bed size or larger blankets or mattress pads. Please contact the church
office.

Thank you to all the people who stayed after church the 20th to do the cleaning. Many hands made the work go
fast. So nice to have kids helping & especially nice to have our newest member, Wyatt there for moral support
& smiles.
Welcome back to our Northstar cleaning staff. We have missed you!
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Sunday, September 27!

Contact the church office for the information of new members:
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Grace Lutheran Church
Council Minutes September 8, 2020 (pending council approval)
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Vicki Furchert. Other council members present: Lynn Stofferahn,
Melissa Nielsen, Pam Petersen, and Bob Wilson. Kathy Mahannah was absent. Pastor was also in attendance.
Melissa moved to accept the agenda, Bob seconded, and motion passed.
Pam made a motion to accept the minutes from the July 14, 2020 meeting. (August meeting was cancelled) Lynn
seconded, and motion passed.
Pastor & President’s reports: all items are reported under the committee reports or new business.
Treasurer Report: Bob moved to accept the treasurer’s report, second by Lynn and motion passed.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Property: There is a leaking pressure gauge on the boiler and will be looked at. The water filters have been installed
at the parsonage and church. The coffee pot is now hooked up again. 2 Guys Painting have completed the work of
painting and sealing the outside windows. Pam is creating a book explaining the locations of the water filters and
breaker boxes. A brick will be ordered with Pastor Hukki’s name on it for the Garden of History in front of the
church.
WELCA: Tentative date for the luncheon and bake sale is October 21.
Christian Education: Rally Wednesday has been postponed until next Wednesday, 9/16. The scheduled food truck is
still available.
Endowment: Requests need to be made by October 10th.
OLD BUSINESS:
· Parsonage deck – a quote was received for materials using composite decking from West Point True Value.
Another quote will be requested for a wood deck and squaring off the deck on the southeast corner.
· Parsonage steps – will be trying to find a contractor that can repair the broken step at the front door.
NEW BUSINESS:
· Kraft Grant – it was determined that it was not appropriate for us.
· Endowment Requests – Melissa will work on getting council requests to the Endowment committee by the October
10th deadline.
· Rally Wednesday – will now be held September 16th at Trinity.
· Table Grace – This is an Omaha group that does ministries and has a food truck. They provide training camps on
basic skills, time management, appropriate appearance for interviews, etc. We will invite them to come November
8th to conduct the services and explain who they are.
The next regular meeting will be October 13, 2020 at 5:30 pm.
Melissa motioned & Bob seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 pm.
The meeting closed with The Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by Melissa Nielsen, Secretary
Church Council Members

Contact the church office for the contact information for council members:
Council meetings are always open meetings, and anyone is welcome to attend.
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Friendship Circle met in the Parish Hall on Monday evening, September 14, 2020.
In attendance were : Nancy Petersen, Mary VanderPol, Vicki Furchert, Fern Thorman, Linda Lofgren,
Sandy Boots, and Mary Thomas.
As had been decided at the August meeting, this night was dedicated as a work night to put together
Newborn kits for Global Health Ministries and Baby Care kits for Lutheran World Relief.
We started the work by opening many packages of baby blankets, diapers, baby socks, towels, washlothes, newborn size
shirts, caps, soap, baby shirts, sweaters and more that Nancy had acquired by shopping at various stores and online. Once
the items were unwrapped and folded, we began assembling the kits. After working for an hour or more on the kits, we
stopped to have our supper and conduct the business portion of our meeting. (see attached pictures)
In August we tentatively set the date of Wednesday, October 21 as the date for our fall luncheon. We will check to see if
there are any conflicts with that date before finalizing it. After much discussion, and consideration of the COVID guidelines,
we made several amends to our plan. Instead of a mid day luncheon, we decided to offer a take out supper time meal. We
chose a menu of traditional or chicken lasagna, red hot applesauce cup, garlic breadstick and brownie. The meal will be
served as take out/drive through only. Tickets will be sold ahead of time and we set the price at $8 per serving. By selling
tickets ahead of time, we will have a better idea of how much to prepare and it will allow us to fill the orders faster in the car
line. Mary has purchased the hinged to-go boxes, and containers for the dessert. To provide an extra measure of safety
with the food handling, we will meet at the church on Monday, October 19 and prepare the lasagna and apple salad.
Unfortunately, we will be unable to host the meal in the Parish Hall and we will not have our tables of craft and bake sale
items. We discussed rescheduling our craft and bake sale for sometime in the future.
Mary read a thank you note from Donna Hensel, expressing her appreciation for serving the funeral luncheon.
Mary Thomas requested input from the group regarding our December Special Friends visits. Typcially we visit the area
nursing homes, go caroling there, and deliver a card and small gift to our Special Friends. At this time it doesn’t appear that
we will be allowed to make those visits this year. We will however, order a gift for each special friend and take them to the
nursing homes to be distributed by the staff.
Following the end of our meeting, we returned to work on putting together more of the kits.
Our next meeting which was scheduled for Monday, October 12 will be eliminated and we will meet on Monday, October 19
instead to prepare the lasagna meals. Respectfully submitted, Mary Thomas, Secretary
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Saturday Servers Schedule for Trinity
DATE

LITURGIST

USHERS

CAMERA/POWERPOINT

LIVEFEED CAMERA/IPAD

October 3

Jean Schlickbernd

Tom & Carol Swenson

Bev Meyer

Jim & Kathi Sherwood

October 10

Jeanne Moran

Tom & Carol Swenson

Bev Meyer

Jim & Kathi Sherwood

October 17

Jeanne Moran

Tom & Carol Swenson

Bev Meyer

Jim & Kathi Sherwood

October 24

Jeanne Moran

Tom & Carol Swenson

Bev Meyer

Jim & Kathi Sherwood

Sunday Servers Schedule for Grace
DATE

ORGANIST/
PIANIST

October 4

Shea Stokely

October 11

Shea Stokely

October 18

Shea Stokely

October 25

Tisha Wilson

USHERS
Bob Wilson
Tisha Wilson
Kathy Mahannah
Vicki Furchert
Verlyn Furchert
Melissa Nielsen
Paul Nielsen

VIDEO TECH

WORSHIP ASST

COMMUNION
ASSISTANT

ACOLYTE

Ronny Petersen

Randy Rood

Merna Recker

Collin Stigge

Dave Wimmer

Mindi Linder

Dan Fiala

Cara Mandel

Paul Nielsen

Sandy Boots

Mindi Linder

Samantha
Francis

Mollie Nielsen

Roxanne
VonSeggern

Matt Alberts

Sam Alfson

Reminder: if you are unable to serve on your scheduled day,
please try and find a replacement.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

9:00 a.m. Worship
Service at Grace

11
9:00 a.m. Worship
Service at Grace
Baptism & New
Members
18
9:00 a.m. Worship
Service/Bells at Grace

25
9:00 a.m. Worship
Service/Praise Team at
Grace
Confirmation
1
9:00 a.m. Worship
Service at Grace

5 Trinity Troopers/
Coffee 9:00 a.m.
Trinity Quilters 1-4
Grace:
Cub Scouts 6:30 p.m.
Pastor’s Day Off

6
Trinity Women’s Bible
Study 9:00 a.m.

12 Grace:
9:30-3:30 WIC/Immun.
7:30 Choraliers Pract.

13

Trinity Troopers/
Coffee 9:00 a.m.

Grace Council Meeting
5:30 p.m.
Pastor Vacation Day

Trinity Women’s Bible
Study 9:00 a.m.

19 Trinity Troopers/
Coffee 9:00 a.m.
Trinity Quilters 1-4
Grace:
5:30 p.m. Friendship
Circle
7:30 Choraliers Pract.
Pastor’s Day Off
*Cub Scouts 6:30 p.m.

20
Trinity Women’s Bible
Study 9:00 a.m.

26 Trinity Troopers/

27

Grace:
9:30-3:30 WIC/Immun.
Pastor Vacation Day

3
5:30 p.m. Worship
Service at Trinity

7
Girl Scouts 4-5 p.m. at
Trinity
Christian Ed. at Trinity
Supper
Trinity Supper 5-7 p.m.

8

9
Grace Quilters 9-3

10
Meyer Memorial
Service at Grace

14
Christmas Card
making 10-4 at Trinity

15
St. Joe’s 10:00
Other Services TBA

21

Grace Quilters 9-3
Praise Team Practice
5:30-6:30 at Grace

5:30 p.m. Worship
Service at Trinity

Trinity Trustees 7 p.m.
16

17
Food Pantry
8:30 a.m. Trinity

Bible Study Fellowship
9-11 at Trinity
Praise Team Practice
5:30-6:30 at Grace

5:30 p.m. Worship
Service at Trinity

Grace Supper
5:30-7:30pm
Girl Scouts 4-5 p.m. at
Trinity
Christian Ed. at Grace
Supper
Trinity Council
Meeting 7:00 p.m.

22

23

24

Bible Study Fellowship
9-11 at Trinity

Grace Quilters 9-3

Grace Quilters 9-3

5:30 p.m. Worship
Service at Trinity

Pastor Continuing Ed.

29

Praise Team Practice
5:30-6:30 at Grace

Trinity Quilters 1-4
Grace:
7:30 Choraliers Pract.
Pastor Continuing Ed.
*Newsletter Deadline!

Trinity Women’s Bible
Study 9:00 a.m.

28
Trinity:
Christian Education
5:30-6:30 p.m.

Pastor Continuing Ed.

Pastor Continuing Ed.

Trick or Treating on
Main Street 5:30-6:30

2

Trinity Troopers/
Coffee 9:00 a.m.

3

4

Trinity Quilters 1-4
Grace:
Cub Scouts 6:30 p.m.
7:30 Choraliers Pract.
Pastor’s Day Off

Trinity Women’s Bible
Study 9:00 a.m.

5
St. Joe’s 10:00
Other Services TBA

Coffee 9:00 a.m.

Sat

2

Christian Education
5:30-6:30 p.m. at
Trinity

Trinity Quilters 1-4
Pastor’s Day Off

Fri

1
St. Joe’s 10:00
Other Services TBA

Broadcasted Services are on Mondays except on Federal Holidays then
they are shown on Tuesdays.
9:00 am Saturday Service/CH 11
1:00 pm Sunday Service/CH 11
4

Thu

Westerman/Smart
Wedding at Grace –
3:00 p.m.
30

Bible Study Fellowship
9-11 at Trinity

Bible Study Fellowship
9-11 at Trinity

31
5:30 p.m. Worship
Service at Trinity

6

7
No service tonight!
Combined Outside
Service – Nov. 8 at 9
am at Trinity

The Trinity-Grace task force met on September 17 to check in on how things are going and to
think ahead to what might be next steps. We all agreed that this is a good time to broaden the
conversation; so, everyone is invited to ‘chime in’. We have a couple of questions and are excited
to hear your responses. Please respond by November 1. By early 2021 the task force will have
followed up with folks to be sure of a broad response, and by spring will be presenting the next
steps in our larger conversation.
A reminder of our ‘handshake’ agreement in place –
Trinity and Grace share staff, Pastor and Administrative Assistant. We have a combined Christian
Education program for Pre-school – 8th graders. Youth activities are available to students from
both congregations. We encourage members to attend whichever worship service works in their
schedule; Saturday 5:30 PM at Trinity and Sunday 9:00 AM at Grace. We have had several
combined, outside services, one at the Park and two at Trinity. Members are encouraged to
participate in, and serve at, activities of both congregations. We publish a shared newsletter each
month; with a section that contains news for all; a section for Grace and one for Trinity. Bulletins
and newsletters are emailed and posted on Grace’s webpage; and mailed to those without email or
who have requested a paper copy.
Here are some questions to frame your thoughts, but feel free to respond as you wish.
1. What’s your experience of the ‘handshake’ agreement been?

2. In 5 years time what would be your hopes and dreams for Trinity and Grace?

3. What should we be talking about that we have not put on the table?

4. What mission and ministry do you think God is calling Grace and Trinity, separately and/or
together?

5. Other thoughts?

Rooted In Christ – Growing in Love –
Branching out in Service

Administrative Assistant:
Teala Connealy
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Pastor: Rev. Priscilla Hukki
402-841-0220
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