Grace Lutheran Church
Sunday, March 10, 2024
Fourth Sunday in Lent
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*Please stand as you are able.
Prelude O Sacred Head Glory Ringers

Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
who journeys with us these forty days,
and sustains us with the gift of grace.
Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s
mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;

we spoil rather than steward your creation;

we cause hurt though you call us to heal;

we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

as we seek to follow in your way of life.

Amen.

Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive life.

This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy, # forgives you in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



*Gathering Hymn Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW 335
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I Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun - tain;
2 Near the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - cy found me;
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a  heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing star sheds its beams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.
till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er
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In  the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the riv - er
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Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Lord, . . . . have mer - cy:

*Prayer of the Day

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and
rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may
reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Special Music Near the Cross Glory Ringers

First Lesson Numbers 21: 4-9
A reading from Numbers:
“From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land
of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. °The people spoke against God and
against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For
there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” ®Then the LORD sent
poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites
died. "The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against
the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses
prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it
on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So Moses made a serpent
of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would
look at the serpent of bronze and live.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



Psalm 107: 1-3, 17-22 (read responsively)
1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures forever.

2_et the redeemed of the LORD proclaim that God redeemed them from the hand of
the foe,

3gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the north

and from the south.

17Some were fools and took rebellious paths; through their sins they were afflicted.
8They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.

¥Then in their trouble they cried to the LoRrD and you delivered them from their
distress.

20y ou sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave.

21|_et them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love and your wonderful
works for all people.

22|_et them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.

Second Lesson Ephesians 2: 1-10
A reading from Ephesians:
Ly ou were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the
course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at
work among those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the passions
of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of
wrath, like everyone else. “But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which
he loved us ®even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ—by grace you have been saved—®and raised us up with him and seated us with
him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you
have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—°not
the result of works, so that no one may boast. 1°For we are what he has made us, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation
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an - ger, and a - bound - ing in stead - fast love.
Gospel John 3: 14-21

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 2*“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, °that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
8«For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
7“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order
that the world might be saved through him. ¥Those who believe in him are not
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not
believed in the name of the only Son of God. **And this is the judgment, that the light has
come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were
evil. 2°For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds
may not be exposed. 2'But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be
clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Priscilla



Hymn of the Day Baptized in Water ELW 456
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1 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, cleansed by the

2 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it dead in the

3 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, marked with the
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blood of Christ our king: heirs of sal - va - tion,  trust-ing his
tomb with  Christ our king: one with his ris - ing, freed and for -
sign of Christ our king: born of the Spir - it, we are God’s
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prom - ise, faith-ful - ly now God’s praise we sing.
giv - en, thank-ful - ly now God’s praise we sing.
chil - dren; joy - ful - ly now God’s praise we sing.

Text © 1982 by Jubilate Hymns and Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. One License A-7295839

Rite of Baptism
Merritt Marie Marks

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body
of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life

of the world.



Aaron & Ashley,

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, you have brought Merritt
to be baptized. As you bring her to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities:

to live with her among God's faithful people, bring her to the word of God and the holy
supper, teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place in her
hands the holy scriptures, and nurture her in faith and prayer, so that she may learn to
trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world God
made, and work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help her grow in the Christian faith and life? 1 do.

Sponsors:

Nicholas & Krista,

Do you promise to nurture Merritt in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's
Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?
I do.

Family and friends here today, do you promise to support and pray for Merritt in her new
life in Christ?  We do.

Profession of faith
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that
rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
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2= Blessing over the water

Blessed are you, holy God. You are the creator of the waters of the earth. You are the fire
of rebirth. You poured out your Spirit on your people Israel. You breathe life into our dry
bones. Your Son Jesus promised to send the Spirit to us that the world may know your
peace and truth.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, and breathe new life into those who are here baptized. By your
Spirit adopt us all as your children, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Baptism

I baptize you, Merritt Marie +in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Laying on of hands

Sustain Merritt with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit
of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.

Anointing with oil

Child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of
Christ forever.
Amen.

A white cloth is given as a reminder that we are clothed with Christ.



A lighted candle is given as a reminder that Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will have the light of life”” and “Let your light so shine before others
that they may see your good works and give glory to God”.

*Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-
being of creation, and a world in need.

A brief silence.

Gracious God, your love unites. Give vision to the global church and foster cooperation
in mission. Increase inter-religious understanding and ecumenical dialog. Make your
church a sanctuary for all fleeing persecution, disaster, and war. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Creating God, your love enlivens. Restore balance to the earth’s fragile habitats. Preserve
wilderness lands, rainforests, and wildlife. Cleanse oceans and rivers. Make us good
stewards of the earth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Righteous God, your love liberates. We give thanks for those who courageously witness
to your liberating love. Free all people from the evils of racism, religious strife, and
hatred. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Merciful God, your love heals. Care tenderly for all who bear the wounds of war.
Strengthen health care workers, first responders, and caregivers and all who care for
those in need of your mercy. Relieve all who live with chronic illness and pain, and those
sick in mind, body and spirit. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Incarnate God, your love enlightens. Open our hearts and minds to fresh understandings
of our faith. Deepen our love for you and for one another. Teach us to pray for our
enemies. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Abiding God, your love saves. Those who died in the faith are made alive in Christ. We
give thanks for your promise that we also will be raised to newness of life. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

*Peace
Jesus said to his disciples, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.”
The peace of the Lord be with you, always. And also with you.

Offering

Please place all offerings in the plate by the entrance to the sanctuary.



*Offertory Hymn

Create in Me a Clean Heart

WOV 732

V) . I f f — .

/\ b | | I | | >y | - . P F P =
H—— 7 ——— < ! o —— 11— ——

PY) & & I I I ' I 1

Cre-ate iIn me a clean heart, O God, and re - new a right

0 | .

V. ] | | | | | | | | | | | |
Y4l b | | | I ,’) ,’) | | | |= GI ‘I J J I |
@—L‘—é—q!') i | T —— | o b =

spir-it  with - in  me. Cast me not a - way from your pres-ence, and

0 |

Y D | | I
A b | | | | | I | [ [ | | | | | [ [
&reo oo g+
’y) o g J:/"——é‘—a'—cl 7 " 4 g
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Offering Prayer

Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal.
Bless these gifts that we have gathered that all people may know your goodness.
Feed us not only with this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace.

We pray this in your name. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
And so we sing with all the saints in glory...

*Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Words of Institution

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.



Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
Communion Hymn Just As | am ELW 592
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2 Just as I am, though tossed a-bout with man - ya con - flict,
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4 Just  as I am; thy love un-known has bro - ken ev - 'ry
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Blessing after Communion

Public Domain



The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace,
from now unto everlasting life. Amen.

*Post Communion Canticle Thank the Lord
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*Prayer after Communion

Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains of wheat
are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the name of
Jesus, the Bread of life. Amen.

Blessing
Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and keep you,

shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and  give you peace. Amen.



Sending Hymn What Wondrous Love Is This LBW 385
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What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What
When I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
To God and to the Lamb [ will sing, I will sing; to
And  when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, TI'll sing on; and
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid  a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, | will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, 1 will sing.
on, Ill sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.

Arr. © 1955 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. One License A-7295839

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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