Grace Lutheran Church
Sunday, March 17, 2024
Fifth Sunday in Lent
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*Please stand as you are able.
Prelude

Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
who journeys with us these forty days,
and sustains us with the gift of grace.
Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s
mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;

we spoil rather than steward your creation;

we cause hurt though you call us to heal;

we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

as we seek to follow in your way of life.

Amen.

Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive life.

This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy, # forgives you in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



*Gathering Hymn Be Thou My Vision ELW 793
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es 1 heed mnot, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - fter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to  me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i - tance, mnow and al - ways:
may [ reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow'’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow't of my Pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
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Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Ky-mn-e e - le - i-son. @ Lord, have mer - cy.
Lord, . . . . have mer - cy:

*Prayer of the Day

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our
prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we
may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Lesson Jeremiah 31: 31-34
A reading from Jeremiah:
31The days are surely coming, says the LorD, when | will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with
their ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LoRrD. **But this is the
covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LorD: | will
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. 3*No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other,
“Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says
the LorbD; for | will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 51: 1-12 (read responsively)
'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your great compassion
blot out my offenses.



2\Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin.
3For | know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.

“Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are
justified when you speak and right in your judgment.

®Indeed, | was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s womb.

®Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me know wisdom deep
within.

"Remove my sins with hyssop, and | shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be purer than
snow.

8Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may rejoice.

°Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

1Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

Second Lesson Hebrews 5: 5-10
A reading from Hebrews:

SChrist did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one
who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; %as he says also in another
place,

“You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.”

’In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and
tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his
reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he
suffered; ®and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all
who obey him, *°having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of
Melchizedek.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation
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an - ger, and a - bound - ing in stead - fast love.
Gospel John 12: 20-33

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 12" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

2Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. ' They
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see
Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.
ZJesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 2Very
truly, | tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a
single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 2>Those who love their life lose it, and
those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 2Whoever serves me
must follow me, and where | am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the
Father will honor.

2I“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say— Father, save me from this hour’?
No, it is for this reason that | have come to this hour. 2®Father, glorify your name.” Then a
voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” *The crowd
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to
him.” 3Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 3INow is the
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when | am
lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 3*He said this to indicate the
kind of death he was to die.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Priscilla



Hymn of the Day

Listen, God Is Calling ELW 513
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Ne -no, ne-no la-ke Mu-ngu la - ku -i - ta we - we,
Lis-ten, lis-ten, God is call-ing, through the Word in - vit - ing,
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Ye - su a - li - se - ma, Mka - hu - bi ri.
1 Je - sus gave his man-date: share the good news
2 Let none be for - got - ten through - out  the world.
3 Help us to be faith - ful, stand - ing stead fast,
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that he came to save us and set us free.
In the tri-une name of God go and bap - tize.
walk-ing in your pre - cepts, led by  your  Word.

Text © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, and Arr. © 1968 Austin C. Lovelace One License A-7295839

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.



*Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-
being of creation, and a world in need.

A brief silence.

God of the covenant, through the church you draw us into community. We give thanks
for the means of grace around which we gather. Inspire writers, musicians, and artists
whose creative gifts adorn our worship. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all that exists, you lavish the earth with extravagant beauty. Preserve the rich and
complex diversity of living things. Support local, national, and international efforts to
protect the environment for future generations. Prosper the work of farmers, ranchers and
other stewards of the land. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the nations, you desire peace and plenty for all people. Defend those who
challenge oppression and expose corruption. Support advocates for human rights, social
justice, and the welfare of children. Turn the hearts of those waging war to peace,
particularly in Ukraine, Russia, Israel and Palestine. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of good will, you restore what is broken. We pray for any experiencing
estrangement, conflict, or abuse in families and intimate relationships. Protect and
comfort all who are vulnerable, especially those living in institutions. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of healing, we pray for those who are sick in mind, body or spirit; for those having
surgery, for those facing uncertain medical issues, for those who are dying. Give wisdom
and compassion to all who care for the sick. Strengthen and equip ministries of prayer
and presence in this congregation. Move us to reach out to any who are homebound,
lonely, grieving, in treatment, or ill. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of promise, we give thanks for the saints whose faith inspires us. Grant us faith to
trust in your everlasting love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

*Peace
Jesus said to his disciples, “Peace I leave with you,; my peace I give to you.”
The peace of the Lord be with you, always. And also with you.

Offering
Please place all offerings in the plate by the entrance to the sanctuary.



*Offertory Hymn Create in Me a Clean Heart WQV 732
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joy of your sal - va-tion, and up - hold me with your free Spir - it.

Offering Prayer
Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal.

Public Domain

Bless these gifts that we have gathered that all people may know your goodness.
Feed us not only with this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace.

We pray this in your name. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

And so we sing with all the saints in glory...



*Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Words of Institution

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.



Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.



Communion Hymn Just As | am ELW 592
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3 Just as I am, thou wilt re - ceive, wilt wel - come, par - don,
4 Just as I am; thy love un-known has bro - ken ev - 'ry
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Blessing after Communion
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace,
from now unto everlasting life. Amen.



*Post Communion Canticle

Thank the Lord
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*Prayer after Communion

Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains of wheat
are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the name of

Jesus, the Bread of life. Amen.

Blessing

Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and keep you,
shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and *F give you peace. Amen.



Sending Hymn
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Lift High the Cross LBW 377
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 Led on their way by this tri - um- phant sign,
3 All new - born sol -  diers of the Cru - c - fied
4 0O Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious tree,
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Our  king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
The  hosts of  God in con - qu'ring ranks com- bine.
Bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
As thou  hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
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5 5o shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refain

Arr. © 1955 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. One License A-7295839



*Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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