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*Indicates standing as you are able. 

PRELUDE        

LIGHTING THE CANDLES 

WELCOME   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JOYS AND CONCERNS  

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

*CALL TO WORSHIP      

We are pilgrims on the way to the cross. 

We are learning to follow Jesus. 

For those who feel Christ near, 

May we not turn away from the discomfort of the journey 

ahead. 

For those who feel as far from Christ as the desert is from the 

ocean, 

May we find Christ in the wilderness with us. 

For all of us who stumble and fall in our silence, indifference, and 

lack of generosity, 

May we reach for the hand of Christ, who raises us up to 

continue on the journey. 
 

Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Director of Worship Arts, August 2022. 

 

OPENING HYMN        Change My Heart, O God       TFWS #2152 

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true. 

Change my heart, O God, may I be like you. 

You are the Potter, I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me, this is what I pray. 



 

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true. 

Change my heart, O God, may I be like you. 
© 1982 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing.  CCLI #1581058 

 

OPENING PRAYER                                              
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy 

Spirit, that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word 

proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us today.  

Amen.                        (UMH, p. 6) 

 

FIRST READING             Jeremiah 31: 31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a 

new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It 

will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when 

I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 

the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house 

of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within 

them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 

they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, 

or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, 

from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will 

forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM                   Psalm 51: 1-12                    (read responsively)  

1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in 

your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and 

cleanse me from my sin. 
3For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your 

sight; so you are justified when you speak and right in your 

judgment.  
5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from 

my mother’s womb. 



 

6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have 

me know wisdom deep within. 
7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I 

shall be purer than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have 

broken may rejoice.  
9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness. 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me. 
11Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy 

Spirit from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with 

your bountiful Spirit.  

 

SECOND READING        Hebrews 5: 5-10 
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was 

appointed by the one who said to him, “You are my Son, today I 

have begotten you”; 6as he says also in another place, 

 “You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 

supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to 

save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 

submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through 

what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the 

source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been 

designated by God a high priest according to the order of 

Melchizedek. 
The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God 
 

*GOSPEL READING             John 12: 20-33 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were 

some Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 

Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went 

and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 
23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to 

be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls 

into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it 



 

bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who 

hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever 

serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant 

be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

 27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, 

save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come 

to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from 

heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The 

crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others 

said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice 

has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this 

world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when 

I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He 

said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

SERMON     

 

HYMN                                  Ah, Holy Jesus        UMH #289 v. 1 & 4 

1. Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended, 

that we to judge thee have in hate pretended? 

By foes derided, by thine own rejected, 

O most afflicted! 

4. For me, kind Jesus, was thy incarnation, 

thy mortal sorrow, and thy life’s oblation; 

thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion, 

for my salvation. 

5. Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, 

I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee, 

think on thy pity and thy love unswerving,  

not my deserving. 
 

Public Domain 

 

 

 

 



 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 

virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third 

day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  
 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting. Amen  
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

If we say we are without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is 

not in us.  If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will 

forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.   

(1 John 1:8-9) 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

O God, you offer us so much, 

forgive us for sharing so little. 

You have called us to your ways, 

forgive us for ignoring your call. 

You have given us the gift of family, 

forgive us for not giving thanks. 

You have given us countless blessings, 

forgive us for taking your love for granted. 

And now, gracious God, be merciful to us 

in our sin and indifference, through Christ, 

our Savior.  Amen. 
From Joel N. Martínez and Raquel M. Martínez, Fiesta Cristiana:  

Recursos para la Adoración (Abingdon Press, 2003), 148. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

God's grace is amazing.  God's love never-ending.  God's 

forgiveness is given through the mercy of Jesus Christ who is our 

salvation.  Your sins are forgiven.  You are set free to love and 

serve +in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.  Amen. 



 

PASTORAL PRAYER    

 

OFFERING   

Please place all offerings in the plate by the entrance to the sanctuary.  
 
*OFFERING  Leaning on the Everlasting Arms  UMH #133 v. 2 & refrain 

2. O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, 

leaning on the everlasting arms; 

O how bright the path grows from day to day, 

leaning on the everlasting arms. 

Refrain 

Lean - - - ing, (Leaning on Jesus,) lean - - - ing, (leaning on Jesus,) 

safe and secure from all alarms; 

lean - - - ing, (leaning on Jesus,) lean - - - ing, (leaning on Jesus,) 

leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Bless thou the gifts our hands have brought; bless thou the 

work our hearts have planned.  All is a gift from You, we 

return a portion of what is entrusted to us.  May all that we 

give and do and think be pleasing to you and give glory to your 

Name.  Amen. 

 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Come to the table and receive the bread of heaven and the cup of 

salvation which is for all people.  The Body & Blood of Christ given 

for you. Amen. 



 

The United Methodist Hymnal, Copyright 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. All rights reserved. Copyright 2020 

Local Church Ministries, Faith Formation Ministry Team, United Church of Christ. 

Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or church education. Live Streaming 

Hymns are covered under the CCLI # 20670136 and One License #A-729549.  

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which 

you have given yourself to us.  Grant that we may go into the 

world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (UMH p. 11) 

 

*HYMN                               Jesus Calls Us                    UMH #398 

1. Jesus calls us o’er the tumult  

of our life’s wild, restless sea; 

day by day his sweet voice soundeth,  

saying, “Christian, follow me!” 

3. Jesus calls us from the worship 

 of the vain world’s golden store, 

from each idol that would keep us,  

saying, “Christian, love me more!” 

4. In our joys and in our sorrows,  

days of toil and hours of ease, 

still he calls, in cares and pleasures,  

“Christian, love me more than these!” 
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BENEDICTION 

As you go,  

May your hearts be open to hear God’s call.  May your hands be 

willing to serve Jesus where ever he may be found.  

Let your feet move to the music of the Spirit.  

Be overwhelmed by God’s goodness and let your life be your 

praise, until we meet again. Amen. 
 

Written by Carolyn W. Dandridge and Catrinia N. Harrison, The Africana Worship Book Year A,  
edited by Valerie Bridgeman Davis and Safiyah Fosua (Discipleship Resources, 2006), 198. 

 

 

 


