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*Indicates standing as you are able. 

PRELUDE        

LIGHTING THE CANDLES 

WELCOME   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JOYS AND CONCERNS  

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                (From Psalm 118) 
1Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; God’s mercy endures 

forever. 
14The Lord is my strength and my song, and has become my 

salvation. 
22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
23By the Lord has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 

*OPENING HYMN                 The Gift of Love                     UMH #408 

1. Though I may speak with bravest fire, 

and have the gift to all inspire, 

and have not love, my words are vain, 

as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 
 

2. Though I may give all I possess, 

and striving so my love profess,  

but not be given by love within, 

the profit soon turns strangely thin. 
 

3. Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, 

our spirits long to be made whole. 

Let inward love guide every deed; 

by this we worship, and are freed. 
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OPENING PRAYER                                                            
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed, we may 

hear with joy what you say to us today.  Amen.                (UMH, p. 6) 

 

FIRST READING             Acts 4: 5-12 
5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in 

Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, 

and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the 

prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what 

name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to 

them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today 

because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked 

how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all 

the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health 

by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom 

God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is 

 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 

  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 

heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”  

God’s Word for God’s People 

  

PSALM                                Psalm 23                         (read responsively) 
1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside 

still waters. 
3You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for 

your name’s sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear 

no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort 

me. 
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint 

my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

 

SECOND READING             1 John 3: 16-24 
16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—

and we ought to lay down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s 



 

love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or 

sister in need and yet refuses help? 

 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and 

action. 19And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will 

reassure our hearts before him 
20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and 

he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we 

have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, 

because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 

 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of 

his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded 

us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in 

them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has 

given us. 

God’s Word for God’s People 

 

*GOSPEL READING               John 10: 11-28 

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 

down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd 

and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep 

and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The 

hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the 

sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 

me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down 

my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. 

I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be 

one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I 

lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, 

but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I 

have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my 

Father.” 

The Gospel of the Lord 

SERMON                                              Pastor Priscilla 

  

HYMN                Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us                 UMH #381 

1. Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need thy tender care; 

in thy pleasant pastures feed us, for our use thy folds prepare. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Thou hast bought us, thine we are. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Thou hast bought us, thine we are. 



 

2. We are thine, thou dost befriend us, be the guardian of our way; 

keep thy flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Hear, O hear us when we pray. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Hear, O hear us when we pray. 

3. Thou hast promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be; 

thou hast mercy to relieve us, grace to cleanse and power to free. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! We will early turn to thee. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! We will early turn to thee. 

4. Early let us seek thy favor, early let us do thy will; 

blessed Lord and only Savior, with thy love our bosoms fill. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Thou hast loved us, love us still. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Thou hast loved us, love us still. 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 

by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen  
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

If we say we are without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in 

us.  If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us 

our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  (1 John 1:8-9) 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within 

me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your holy Spirit 

from me. 



 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that 

proves God’s love toward us. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER    

 

OFFERING   

We appreciate your support of the work of the church through your tithes 

and offerings. Please place all offerings in the plate by the entrance to the 

sanctuary.  

 

*OFFERING                       Take Our Bread                           UMH #640  

Refrain 

Take our bread, we ask you;  

take our hearts, we love you. 

Take our lives, 

O Father, we are yours, we are yours.  (2x) 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Almighty God, you give us the joy of celebrating our Lord’s 

resurrection. Give us also the joys of life in your service, and bring us at 

last to the full joy of life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  

Amen. 

 



 

HOLY COMMUNION 

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. The 

Body & Blood of Christ given for you. Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Send us from this table, blessed by the Lord.  Let us be bread & 

wine, love freely shared.  Let us be hands that serve and set free.  Let 

us speak and enact words of mercy and grace.  Let us be one in the 

Lord.  Amen.   
(adapted from  Let Us Be Bread 2260 TFWS) 

 

*HYMN                               Here I Am, Lord                          UMH #593 

1. I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 

2. I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. 

I have wept for love of them. They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send? [Refrain] 

3. I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame, 

I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide till their hearts are satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send? [Refrain] 
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BENEDICTION 

May you love God so much you love nothing else too much.  May you 

fear God enough that you need fear nothing else at all.  Go with God's 

blessing +in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit; and 

do good; do no harm; and stay in love with God.  Amen.   
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