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*Indicates standing as you are able. 

PRELUDE        

LIGHTING THE CANDLES 

WELCOME   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JOYS AND CONCERNS  

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                (From Psalm 118) 
1Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; God’s mercy endures 

forever. 
14The Lord is my strength and my song, and has become my 

salvation. 
22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
23By the Lord has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 

*OPENING HYMN                Glorify Thy Name                TFWS #2016 

1. Father, we love you, we worship and adore you, 

glorify thy name in all the earth. 

Glorify thy name, glorify thy name, 

glorify thy name in all the earth. 
 

2. Jesus, we love you, we worship and adore you, 

glorify thy name in all the earth. 

Glorify thy name, glorify thy name, 

glorify thy name in all the earth. 
 

3. Spirit, we love you, we worship and adore you, 

glorify thy name in all the earth. 

Glorify thy name, glorify thy name, 

glorify thy name in all the earth. 
 

 © 1976 Maranatha! Music, admin. by The Copyright Co. CCLI #1581058 
 



OPENING PRAYER                                                            
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed, we may 

hear with joy what you say to us today.  Amen.                (UMH, p. 6) 

 

FIRST READING             Acts 8: 26-40 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south 

to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a 

wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 

eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in 

charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and 

was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 

Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join 

it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He 

asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How 

can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit 

beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was 

this: 

 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

   so he does not open his mouth. 

 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

  Who can describe his generation? 

   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the 

prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip 

began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the 

good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came 

to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to 

prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, 

and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and 

Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 

the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went 

on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was 

passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns 

until he came to Caesarea. 

God’s Word for God’s People 

  

 

 

PSALM                         Psalm 22: 25-31                    (read responsively) 



25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; I will perform my 

vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, Let those who seek 

the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; all the 

families of nations shall bow before God. 
28For dominion belongs to the LORD, who rules over the nations.  
29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; all who 

go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 
30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, whom they shall proclaim 

to generations to come. 
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying 

to them, “The LORD has acted!”  
 

SECOND READING             1 John 4: 7-21 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone 

who loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does 

not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this 

way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through 

him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent 

his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God 

loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever 

seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 

perfected in us. 

 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has 

given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father 

has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who 

confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have 

known and believe the love that God has for us.  God is love, and those 

who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been 

perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of 

judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in 

love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, 

and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because 

he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers 

or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom 

they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The 

commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love 

their brothers and sisters also. 

God’s Word for God’s People 

*GOSPEL READING               John 15: 1-8 



[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every 

branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have 

already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in 

me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless 

it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the 

vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear 

much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does 

not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches 

are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and 

my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done 

for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 

become my disciples.” 

The Gospel of the Lord 

SERMON                                              Pastor Priscilla 

  

HYMN                            To God Be the Glory           UMH #98 vs. 1 & 3 

1. To God be the glory, great things he hath done! 

So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 

who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 

and opened the lifegate that all may go in. 

Refrain 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,  let the earth hear his voice!  

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, 

and give him the glory, great things he hath done! 

3. Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done, 

and great our rejoicing thru Jesus the Son; 

but purer and higher, and greater will be 

our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 



I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 

by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen  
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

If we say we are without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in 

us.  If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us 

our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  (1 John 1:8-9) 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within 

me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your holy Spirit 

from me. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that 

proves God’s love toward us. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER    

 

OFFERING   

We appreciate your support of the work of the church through your tithes 

and offerings. Please place all offerings in the plate by the entrance to the 

sanctuary.  

*OFFERING                       Take Our Bread                           UMH #640  



Refrain 

Take our bread, we ask you;  

take our hearts, we love you. 

Take our lives, 

O Father, we are yours, we are yours.  (2x) 

© 1966 Joe Wise, by permission of G.I.A. Publications, Inc. CCLI#1581058 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Almighty God, you give us the joy of celebrating our Lord’s 

resurrection. Give us also the joys of life in your service, and bring us at 

last to the full joy of life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  

Amen. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. The 

Body & Blood of Christ given for you. Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Send us from this table, blessed by the Lord.  Let us be bread & 

wine, love freely shared.  Let us be hands that serve and set free.  Let 

us speak and enact words of mercy and grace.  Let us be one in the 

Lord.  Amen.   
(adapted from  Let Us Be Bread 2260 TFWS) 

 

 

 

 

*HYMN            Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee          UMH #89 vs. 1 & 2 



The United Methodist Hymnal, Copyright 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. All rights reserved. Copyright 

2020 Local Church Ministries, Faith Formation Ministry Team, United Church of Christ.  Permission granted to 

reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or church education. Live Streaming Hymns are covered 

under the CCLI # 20670136 and One License #A-729549.  

1. Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 

hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above.  

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 

2. All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect thy 

rays, stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee. 
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BENEDICTION 

May you love God so much you love nothing else too much.  May you 

fear God enough that you need fear nothing else at all.  Go with God's 

blessing +in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit; and 

do good; do no harm; and stay in love with God.  Amen.   

 

 


