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PRELUDE

LIGHTING THE CANDLES

WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS, JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Beautiful are the works of God!

Beautiful also are the skins of God’s people!
Beautiful is the mind of God!

Beautiful also are the hopes of God’s people!
Beautiful is the heart of God!

Beautiful also are the souls of God’s people!

God made the heavens and the earth!

To God be the glory for the things God has done.

The New Century Hymnal, Copyright © 1995 The Pilgrim Press.

*OPENING HYMN Be Thou My Vision UMH #451

1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art.
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
| ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
thou and thou only, first in my heart,
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.



3. Great God of heaven, my victory won,
may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.
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OPENING PRAYER

O God of the morning and of the evening hours, let Your Spirit come
on us here gathered. This is the holy place where we, Your people,
call on You in faith, joining heart and voice in thanksgiving and
praise to Your name. Amen.

From the New Century Hymnal. Copyright ©1995 The Pilgrim Progress.

FIRST READING Amos 6: 1a, 4-7

12 \Woe to those who are at ease in Zion and for those who feel secure
on Mount Samaria.

*Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory and lounge on their couches
and eat lambs from the flock and calves from the stall, > who sing idle
songs to the sound of the harp and like David improvise on
instruments of music, ® who drink wine from bowls and anoint
themselves with the finest oils but are not grieved over the ruin of
Joseph! " Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and the
revelry of the loungers shall pass away.

God’s Word for God’s People

PSALM Psalm 146 (read responsively)
! Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul!

21 will praise the LORD as long as | live; | will sing praises to my
God while I have my being.

¥ Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help.
“When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that
day their thoughts perish.

> Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope
is in the LORD their God;

®who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who
keeps promises forever;

"who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who
hunger. The LORD sets the captive free.

® The LoRD opens the eyes of the blind; the Loro lifts up those
who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.



® The LORD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan and
widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.

“The Lorb shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all
generations. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING 1 Timothy 6: 6-19

® Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with
contentment, ” for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can
take nothing out of it, ® but if we have food and clothing, we will be
content with these. ? But those who want to be rich fall into temptation
and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge
people into ruin and destruction. '° For the love of money is a root of all
kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered
away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.

1 But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. ** Fight the good fight of
the faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and for
which you made the good confession in the presence of many
witnesses. ** In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of
Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good
confession, | charge you *to keep the commandment without spot or
blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, *> which he will
bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only
Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. *® It is he alone who has
immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever
seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.

7 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to
be haughty or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather
on God, who richly provides us with everything for our
enjoyment. *® They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous,
and ready to share, ' thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a
good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life
that really is life.

God’s Word for God’s People

*GOSPEL READING Luke 16: 19-31

[Jesus said:] ** “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple
and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. ?° And at his
gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, > who longed



to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the
dogs would come and lick his sores. ? The poor man died and was
carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also
died and was buried. ? In Hades, where he was being tormented, he
lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his
side. > He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for |
am in agony in these flames.” ° But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember
that during your lifetime you received your good things and Lazarus in
like manner evil things, but now he is comforted here, and you are in
agony. *® Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been
fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do
s0, and no one can cross from there to us.” >’ He said, ‘Then [ beg you,
father, to send him to my father’s house *® for I have five brothers—
that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place
of torment.” % Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets;
they should listen to them.’ % He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if
someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.” * He said to
him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they
be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.” ”

The Gospel of the Lord

SERMON Pastor Priscilla
HYMN On Eagle’s Wings (2X) UMH #143

And God will lift you up on eagle’s wings,
bear you on the breath of dawn,
make you to shine like the sun,

and hold you in the palm of God’s hand.

© 1979, 1989 North American Liturgy Resources. CCLI #1081058

*APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.



He will come again to judge the living and the dead. | believe in
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen

PASTORAL PRAYER
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

CALL TO CONFESSION

Let us examine our lives in the presence of God, humbly confessing
our sins and opening our hearts, so that we do not deceive even

ourselves, and exclude ourselves from your presence.
The New Century Hymnal, Copyright © 1995 The Pilgrim Press.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of love and justice,

we long for peace within and peace without. We long for harmony
in our families, for serenity in the midst of struggle, and for
commitment to each other’s growth. Yet we confess that we are
often anxious; we do not trust each other, and we harbor
resentment and fear. We are not willing to take the risks and make
the hard choices that love requires. Look upon us with kindness
and grace. Forgive us and show us how to walk in Your paths,

through the mercy of our Saviour. Amen.
The New Century Hymnal, Copyright © 1995 The Pilgrim Press.

WORD OF ASSURANCE

The Almighty and Merciful God grant us pardon and remission of all
our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the
HOly Spll’lt Amen. The New Century Hymnal, Copyright © 1995 The Pilgrim Press.

OFFERING

We appreciate your support of the work of the church through your tithes
and offerings. Please place all offerings in the plate by the entrance to the
sanctuary.

*OFFERING Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow UMH #95

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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OFFERING PRAYER

All good gifts around us come from You, O God. You have given
us life, and made us new creations in Christ. We offer ourselves
and our gifts to your service, in Jesus, Amen.

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

The table is spread. All are welcome to receive the good gifts of God
for God’s beloved. The Body & Blood of Christ given for you. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Gracious and loving God, You have made us one in the body of
Christ, and nourished us at Your table with holy food and drink.
Now send us forth to be Your people in the world. Grant us
strength to persevere in resisting evil, and to proclaim in all we say
and do Your Good News in Christ Jesus our Saviour. Amen.

*HYMN Trust and Obey UMH #467

1. When we walk with the Lord in the light of his word,
what a glory he sheds on our way!
While we do his good will, he abides with us still,
and to all who will trust and obey.

Refrain
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way
to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.

3. But we never can prove the delights of his love
until all on the altar we lay;
for the favor he shows, for the joy he bestows,
are for them who will trust and obey. [Refrain]



4. Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at his feet,
or we’ll walk by his side in the way;
what he says we will do, where he sends we will go;
never fear, only trust and obey. [Refrain]
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BENEDICTION
May you love God so much that you love nothing else too much. May you

fear God enough that you need fear nothing else at all. May Almighty God

+ Father, Son, and Spirit bless you with grace and mercy. Amen.

At last, O God, the sun’s heat has given way to the cool evening.
Take, we pray, the heat out of our desires and our tempers,

and in this evening hour calm us,

that we may experience the peace and serenity which come from You.
At last, O God, the sun’s brightness has given way

to the rich colors of the evening.

Prevent us, we pray, from being dazzled by the apparent brilliance

of human achievement.

And, in this evening hour, help us to rediscover the varied beauty of
Your Creation, and appreciate afresh, in the stillness, the value of Your
abiding presence.

For the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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