Grace Lutheran Church
Sunday, October 26, 2025

Reformation Day

*Please stand as you are able.
Prelude
Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people.

We trample on the needy.

We grumble about your grace to others.
We turn away from the poor.

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost
and have been found.

Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
You who were lost have been found.

In the name of *+ Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.



*Gathering Hymn Baptized and Set Free ELW 453
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1 We are peo -ple cre - at - ed, cho - sen by God.
2 We are fed and we’re nour - ished, filled and 1re - freshed.
3 We are nour-ished by wa - ter, all  liv - ing  things,
4 Now with praise and thanks - giv - ing, we join the song.
0 & .
P A .M ! I | |
I'I(Ll\ = J ’ il i ! — ! ! il !
i o _ov v o+ * o
Then we're washed, ev - er  gent-ly, in mer -cy and love.
Then our hun - ger re - turns and a-gain we are blessed.
and by life that the Spir - it a - bun-dant - ly  brings.
Al are wel - come! We gath-er to sing loud and  strong.
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Sin has pow - er no  more. Je - sus o - pened the door
For what-ev - er the need, God is great-er in - deed:
As we jour - ney toward home, may your pres-ence be known:
Not en-slaved, but  set free!  From now on, all will be
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to a foun-tain bring-ing heal-ing, and whole-ness and more.
end-less o -cean, al-ways deep-er than all of our need.
pre-cious 1iv -er, ev-er - flow-ing, now car - ry us home.
one in Je-sus, one in wa - ter, bap - tized and set free!

Text and music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. One License #A-729549

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

*Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in
every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your
word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever..
Amen.



First Lesson Romans 3: 19-28
A reading from Romans:

1 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law,
so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to
God. ° For no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for
through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is
attested by the Law and the Prophets, %2 the righteousness of God through the faith of
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 2 since all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God; > they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, > whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by
his blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in
his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 2 it was to
demonstrate at the present time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he
justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus.

27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of
works? No, rather through the law of faith. 2® For we hold that a person is justified by faith
apart from works prescribed by the law.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 46 - Be still and know that I am God
Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW 512
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way. When my heart is cold,
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warm it with the day. When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.



Gospel John 8:31-36
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8 chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you
are truly my disciples, *? and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you
free.” 3° They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to
sin. 3° The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place
there forever. *® So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Freed, Forgiven, Faithful Pastor Priscilla
Hymn of the Day Just like Jesus (3X) by Phil Reynolds
Chorus

Just like Jesus I wanna be, Just like Jesus I wanna be
Just like Jesus He's my cornerstone

I am living by the blueprint Jesus gave to show the way
I am learning how to follow God's design for every day

© 2004 Music Precedent Ltd. One License #A-729549

Creed -
Do you believe in God - the creator of the universe?

I have questions... does God have a birthday? What was God doing before the
world was created? Why are there mosquitoes?

If questions are okay, then yes, I do believe.

Do you believe in Jesus the Christ, fully God and fully human — who was born and died
on a cross and rose from the dead?

How can he be God and human? Did he really rise from the dead? What did he
look like?

I don’t really understand, but yes, I do believe

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit — the breath of life and wisdom of God and our constant
companion?

Even when we’re playing hide and go seek? Even then. When we do something
bad? Yes, then too.



Even though sometimes I’d rather be alone, yes, I do believe.

Do you believe that you are the church, the body of Christ and that God is the source of
mercy, forgiveness and grace and that when we die, we are born to eternal life?

Wait — born again? Like get back in our mother’s bellies? How would that work?
No not that kind of birth but all made new — like water bugs to dragon flies and
caterpillars to butterflies. We don’t know exactly how it works — just that God
promised.

Since God is trustworthy — yes, I do believe.

I believe that God Almighty is the Holy Three-in-One. I believe, I do believe.
Prayers of the Faithful — Confirmation Class

Offering

L: God, our neighbors around the world are in need of hope. Your Spirit is a mighty
force, your whispers of hope bring light into the world. Open our hearts and hands to see
your presence in our neighborhoods and across the world.

C: Jesus, help us speak words of hope to our neighbors.

L: God, we give you thanks for the pieces of fabric, thread, sewing machines, and the
items collected for the kits. May their presence be a sign of hope, may these quilts wrap
our neighbors in unending love, and may these kits offer dignity and healing.

C: Jesus, help us reach out in hope to our neighbors.

L: God, we give thanks for all the hands that fashioned hope into a quilt, for the hands
that collected and sorted, for the hands that continually open wider so that no one feels
left out.

C: Jesus, help us see hope in our neighbors.

L: God, we ask you to guide the staff and partners at LWR. May their voices and hands
be a beacon of hope. Keep them safe. Keep them filled with your strength and
perseverance.

C: Jesus, help us share a taste of hope with our neighbors.



L: God, we ask your blessing on the money and food collected; on the works of our
hands given for the auction and on us, that our gifts and our lives may give you glory and
be of service for the good of our neighbors.

C: Jesus, help us be generous in giving our time, talent and treasure.

L: God, be with our neighbors who will receive these gifts. May they be wrapped in love,
may they taste your goodness, may they touch signs of your hope. Whether or not we
know their names or where they live, they are our neighbors, our brothers and sisters in
Christ. We pray all this in the name of Jesus, the One who is our hope.

C: Amen. (Written by Rev. Kimberly Knowle-Zeller for LWR)
Listen, God is Calling ELW 513
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Lis-ten, lis - ten, God is call-ing, through the Word in - vit - ing,
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1 Je - sus gave his man-date: share the good news
2 Let none be for - got - ten through - out the world.
3 Help us to be faith - ful, stand - ing stead - fast,
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that he came to save us and set us free.
In the tri -une name of God go and bap - tize.
walk-ing in your pre - cepts, led by  your  Word.

Text © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania and Arr. © 1968 Austin C. Lovelace. One License #A-729549



*Words of Institution

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

We are here because Jesus has called us —
believers and doubters,

the certain and the curious.

It is always a mixed company that Jesus gathers
and invites to his table where, in bread and wine,
he meets us. So come,

not because you understand,

but because you are understood.

Come, not because of how you feel,

but because God has food for you.

Come, not because you deserve a place,

but because Jesus invites you,

just as you are. (Adapted from the lona Community in Scotland.)
Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.



The Church’s One Foundation ELW 654
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1 The church’s one foun-da - tion is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;

2 E - lect from ev-'ry na - tion, yet one o'er all the earth,

3 Though with a scorn-ful won - der this world sees her op - pressed,

4 Through toil and trib - u - la - tion and tu - mult of her war,

5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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she is his new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her char-ter of sal - wva - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms. .rent a - sund - er, by her - e - sies dis - tressed,
she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys-tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest is  won.
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From heav’n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly food,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”
till  with the vi - sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav'n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-’ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.

Blessing after Communion

Public Domain

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace,

from now unto everlasting life. Amen.



*Prayer after Communion

O God,

through this meal you have strengthened us

and appointed us to be your servants.

Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

Benediction

May you love God so much that you love nothing else too much. May you fear God
enough that you need fear nothing else at all. And may +Almighty God, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn Praise and Thanksgiving ELW 689
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I Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of - fer for all things

2 God, bless the la - bor we bring to serve you, that with our

3 Fa - ther, pro - vid - ing food for your chil - dren, by Wis-dom’s

4 Then will your bless - ing reach ev - ry peo - ple, free-ly con-
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liv - ing, you have made good: har - vest of sown fields, fruits of  the
neigh-bor we may be fed. Sow - ing till - ing, we would work
guid - ing teach us to  share one with an-oth - er, so that, re -
fess - ing your gra-cious hand. Where you are reign - ing, no one will
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or - chard, hay from the mown fields, blos-som and  wood.
with you, har - vest-ing, mill - ing for dai - ly  bread.
joic - ing with us, all oth - ers may know your care.
hun - ger; your love sus-tain - ing show-ers the land.



Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved and Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. One License #A-729549

*Dismissal

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by
paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good
courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love
supporting us. Thanks be to God

(Written by Eric Milner-White, dean of the chapel at King’s College, Cambridge in 1941. Used at Holden Village as a blessing for those departing.)

Postlude

Reprinted and livestreamed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004892. New
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. Live Streaming Hymns are covered
under the CCLI #20195800 and One License #A-729549







