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*Indicates standing as you are able.
PRELUDE

LIGHTING THE CANDLES

WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS, JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Beautiful are the works of God!

Beautiful also are the skins of God’s people!
Beautiful is the mind of God!

Beautiful also are the hopes of God’s people!
Beautiful is the heart of God!

Beautiful also are the souls of God’s people!

God made the heavens and the earth!

To God be the glory for the things God has done.

The New Century Hymnal, Copyright © 1995 The Pilgrim Press.

*OQOPENING HYMN  Where Charity and Love Prevail ~ UMH #549

1. Where charity and love prevail,
there God is ever found;
brought here together by Christ’s love,
by love are we thus bound.

2. With grateful joy and holy fear
true charity we learn;
let us with heart and mind and strength
now love Christ in return.



5. Let us recall that in our midst
dwells God’s begotten Son;
as members of his body joined,
we are in him made one.

6. Love can exclude no race or creed
if honored be God’s name;
our common life embraces all
whose Maker is the same.

© 1994 Universal-MCA Music Publishing (a div. of Universal Studios, Inc.) and Sound III, Inc. CCLI #1081058

OPENING PRAYER

O God of the morning and of the evening hours, let Your Spirit come
on us here gathered. This is the holy place where we, Your people,
call on You in faith, joining heart and voice in thanksgiving and

praise to Your name. Amen.
From the New Century Hymnal. Copyright ©1995 The Pilgrim Progress.

FIRST READING Genesis 32: 22-31
22 The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two
maids, and his eleven children and crossed the ford of the
Jabbok. 2 He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise
everything that he had. >* Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled
with him until daybreak. > When the man saw that he did not prevail
against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put
out of joint as he wrestled with him. ?® Then he said, “Let me go, for
the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you
bless me.” 2’ So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said,
“Jacob.” 2 Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob,
but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans and have
prevailed.” * Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But
he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed
him. 3° So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God
face to face, yet my life is preserved.” *! The sun rose upon him as he
passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

God’s Word for God’s People

PSALM Psalm 121 (read responsively)
'T lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?
> My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth.



3 The LoRD will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who
watches over you fall asleep.

“ Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep;
>the LORD watches over you; the LORD is your shade at your right
hand;

% the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.
"The LORD will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life.
8 The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.

SECOND READING 2 Timothy 3: 14—4: 5

4 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly
believed, knowing from whom you learned it '° and how from
childhood you have known sacred writings that are able to instruct you
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. '® All scripture is inspired by
God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, !’ so that the person of God may be proficient,
equipped for every good work.

“!In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the
living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, |
solemnly urge you: % proclaim the message; be persistent whether the
time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage with
the utmost patience in teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people
will not put up with sound teaching, but, having their ears tickled, they
will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires * and
will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to
myths. > As for you, be sober in everything, endure suffering, do the
work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.

God’s Word for God’s People

*GOSPEL READING Luke 18: 1-8

' Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always
and not to lose heart. > He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who
neither feared God nor had respect for people. * In that city there was a
widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against
my accuser.” * For a while he refused, but later he said to himself,
‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, ° yet because
this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she
may not wear me out by continually coming.” ” ® And the Lord said,



“Listen to what the unjust judge says. ’ And will not God grant justice
to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in
helping them? *1 tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And
yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

The Gospel of the Lord

SERMON Pastor Priscilla

HYMN We Sing to You, O God TFWS #2001

1. We sing to you, O God, the Rock who gave us birth,
let our rejoicing sing your name in all the earth.
To you, O God, let songs be raised,
in joyful hymns, our feast of praise.

3. You bear us through the world, an eagle to her young,
who rises on her wings and bears us toward the sun.
We ride the vaults of light and air
and trust in your unfailing care.

4. O God, eternal God, we hide within your wings,
the everlasting arms to whom our praises ring.
Your word is true, your way is just,
you are the God in whom we trust.

© 1993 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. CCLI #1581058

*APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen

PASTORAL PRAYER
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS



CALL TO CONFESSION

Let us examine our lives in the presence of God, humbly confessing our
sins and opening our hearts, so that we do not deceive even ourselves, and

exclude ourselves from your presence.
The New Century Hymnal, Copyright © 1995 The Pilgrim Press.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of love and justice,

we long for peace within and peace without. We long for harmony in
our families, for serenity in the midst of struggle, and for
commitment to each other’s growth. Yet we confess that we are often
anxious; we do not trust each other, and we harbor resentment and
fear. We are not willing to take the risks and make the hard choices
that love requires. Look upon us with kindness and grace. Forgive us
and show us how to walk in Your paths, through the mercy of our
Saviour. Amen. The New Century Hymnal, Copyright © 1995 The Pilgrim Press.

WORD OF ASSURANCE

The Almighty and Merciful God grant us pardon and remission of all our
sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy
Spll’lt Amen. The New Century Hymnal, Copyright © 1995 The Pilgrim Press.

OFFERING

We appreciate your support of the work of the church through your tithes
and offerings. Please place all offerings in the plate by the entrance to the
sanctuary.

*OFFERING Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow UMH #95
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Public Domain
OFFERING PRAYER
All good gifts around us come from You, O God. You have given us
life, and made us new creations in Christ. We offer ourselves and our
gifts to your service, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,



Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
The table is spread. All are welcome to receive the good gifts of God for
God’s beloved. The Body & Blood of Christ given for you. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Gracious and loving God, You have made us one in the body of
Christ, and nourished us at Your table with holy food and drink.
Now send us forth to be Your people in the world. Grant us strength
to persevere in resisting evil, and to proclaim in all we say and do
Your Good News in Christ Jesus our Saviour. Amen.

*HYMN Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah UMH #127

1. Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but thou art mighty;
hold me with thy powerful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
feed me till I want no more; (want no more)
feed me till I want no more.

2. Open now the crystal fountain,
whence the healing stream doth flow;
let the fire and cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer,
be thou still my strength and shield; (strength and shield)
be thou still my strength and shield.

Public Domain

BENEDICTION

May you love God so much that you love nothing else too much. May you
fear God enough that you need fear nothing else at all. May Almighty God
+ Father, Son, and Spirit bless you with grace and mercy. Amen.



At last, O God, the sun’s heat has given way to the cool evening.

Take, we pray, the heat out of our desires and our tempers,

and in this evening hour calm us, that we may experience the peace and serenity
which come from You.

At last, O God, the sun'’s brightness has given way to the rich colors of the
evening.

Prevent us, we pray, from being dazzled by the apparent brilliance

of human achievement.

And, in this evening hour, help us to rediscover the varied beauty of Your Creation,
and appreciate afresh, in the stillness, the value of Your abiding presence.

For the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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