
  

Grace Lutheran Church   

Sunday, December 7, 2025 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 
 

*Please stand as you are able. 

Prelude                                

Announcements 

Hymn                         Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah                            vs. 1 & 2 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

1 John 1:5-10 

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you:  God is light; in him 

there is no darkness at all.  If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in 

darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth.  
 

In silence we confess the times we have chosen darkness over light and convenient 

lies over difficult truth. 

  

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 

the blood of Jesus, his Son purifies us from all sin. 
          

 In silence we confess the times we have hurt others through our words or deeds. 



 

 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we 

confess our sins, he is faithful and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness.  If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his 

word is not in us.  

 

We confess that we are sinners.  We ask forgiveness for the wrong we have done 

and the good we have left undone. We trust in your mercy, O God, our gracious 

and loving redeemer.  Amen. 

  

Hear this good news, God is faithful.  Your sins are forgiven + in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

*Gathering Hymn                   On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry                    LBW 36 

Public Domain 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 



 

 

*Kyrie 

 



 

*Prayer of the Day  

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture 

our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

First Lesson                                                               Isaiah 11: 1-10 

A reading from Isaiah: 
1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 

spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see or 

decide by what his ears hear, 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the 

oppressed of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 

breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the 

lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall 

eat straw like the ox. 
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its 

hand on the adder’s den. 
9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the 

knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 
10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 

inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.             

            The word of the Lord.   

            Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19                                                                              (read responsively) 

 1 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son; 

 2 that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; 

 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 

 4 Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the  

      oppressor.  

 5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another. 

 6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the earth. 

 7 In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till the   

      moon shall be no more. 

 18 Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; you alone do wondrous deeds! 

 19 And blessed be your glorious name forever, and may all the earth be filled with your  

       glory. Amen. Amen.  



 

Second Lesson                                 Romans 15: 4-6, 13 

A reading from Romans: 
4 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 

steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the 

God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 

accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God 

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

       The word of the Lord.   

              Thanks be to God.  

 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 

Gospel                                                                                                Matthew 3: 1-6 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                                                                
1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of 

whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’ ” 
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 

food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region 

around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the River 

Jordan, confessing their sins. 

 The Gospel of the Lord.    

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon                                                                                   Pastor Priscilla 
 



 

Hymn of the Day                      Comfort, Comfort Now My People                       LBW 29 

Public Domain 

 

 

Rite of Baptism 

Charles Robert Howser 



 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 

sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and 

raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body 

of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life 

of the world. 

 

Jacob & Alexandra, 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, you have brought Charles 

to be baptized. As you bring him to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: 
  

to live with him among God's faithful people, bring him to the word of God and the holy 

supper, teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place in 

his hands the holy scriptures, and nurture him in faith and prayer, so that he may learn to 

trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world God 

made, and work for justice and peace. 
  

Do you promise to help him grow in the Christian faith and life?  I do. 
  

Sponsor:  

Cody and Samantha, 

Do you promise to nurture Charles in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's 

Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the 

church?  I do. 
  

Family and friends here today, do you promise to support and pray for Charles in his new 

life in Christ?  We do. 
 

Profession of faith 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that 

rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 

  
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 

our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the    

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 
 

Baptism 

I baptize you, Charles, +in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

    

Laying on of hands 

Sustain Charles with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit 

of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Anointing with oil 

Charles, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross 

of Christ forever. 
Amen. 

  
A white cloth is given as a reminder that we are clothed with Christ. 

  
A lighted candle is given as a reminder that Jesus said, “I am the light of the 

world.  Whoever follows me will have the light of life” and “Let your light so shine 

before others that they may see your good works and give glory to God”. 

 

 



 

*Prayers of Intercession 

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to 

renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

A brief silence. 

With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite hearts and 

minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity among peoples. God of 

grace, 

hear our prayer. 

With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day when all 

creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways humanity and all creation 

will mutually thrive. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with one 

another. We pray for international student and teacher exchanges, for our partner 

churches, and for the shared mission of Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster 

Response. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope in the face 

of grief, depression, or disease. Renew the spirits of those recovering from surgery and 

medical procedures. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to overcome all that 

divides. In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and reparation, may we serve in the way of 

Christ. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith. Fill us with the hope of the 

Holy Spirit now and into the ages of ages. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy 

through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 

Amen. 

 

*Peace 

 Jesus said to his disciples, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you, always. And also with you. 

 

Offering        



 

*Offertory Hymn                        Let the Vineyards 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

God of healing and hope, 

you bless those who are hungry, 

promising to fill them with good things. 

Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. 

Nourish us with the abundance of your feast 

and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

And so we sing with all the saints in glory… 

  



 

*Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

*Words of Institution 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer                 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not perish, a 

taste of life eternal. 

  

  



 

Lamb of God 

 

Communion                                                                                                      Instrumental 

 

Blessing after Communion 

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace, 

from now unto everlasting life.  Amen. 

*Post Communion Canticle                   Thank the Lord             

 

 



 

*Prayer after Communion 

God of field and flower, wheat and grape, 

you have nourished us with the bread of heaven 

that gives life to the world. 

Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, 

send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, 

and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy 

Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you ☩and grant you a 

faithful and courageous heart now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn                             Prepare the Royal Highway                              LBW 26 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. One Licenses #A-729549 



 

*Dismissal 

Go in peace. Be Present with Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 
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