Grace Lutheran Church
Sunday, February 1, 2026
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

*Please stand as you are able.
Prelude

Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,

the Creator of heaven and earth,

the Word who spoke life into being,

the Wind stirring the waters.

Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community,

but we have served our own interests

at the expense of our neighbors.

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,

but our hearts are far from you.

Turn us to seek your face.

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen.

The former things have passed away,

and new things God now declares:

Like a spring of water that never fails,

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in * Jesus’ name.

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace. Amen.



*Gathering Hymn As We Gather at Your Table ELW 522
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I As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,

2 Turmour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;

3 Gra-cious Spir - it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be  stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
where tri - um-phant Love will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.

died

may we still  be - hold your im - age in the world you to save.
as  we join with saints and an-gels to re- peat the  sound-ing joy.
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company. One License #A-729549
Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.



*Kyrie
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to  the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord. @ A - men



*Hymn of Praise This Is the Feast
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This is the feast of vic- to-ry for our God. Al-le-lu - ia,
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al-le-lu-ia, al-1le - lu - ia. ) Wor- thy is Christ, the Lamb who was
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slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le-lu - ia,
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al-le-lu-ia, al-1le - lu - ia. M Pow - er, rich-es, wis- dom, and
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing,and glo - ry are his.

This is the feast of vic- to-ry for our God. Al-le-lu - ia,

al-le-lu-ia, al-1le - ln - ia. (@ Sing with all the peo- ple of God, and
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join in the hymn of all cre-a - tion:  Bless- ing, hon-or, glo-ry, and
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might be to God and the Lamb for- ev - er. A - men.
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al-le- lu-ia, al-1le - lu - ia. M For the Lamb who was
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slain has be- gun his reign. Al-1le - lu - ia.
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*Prayer of the Day

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure
in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that
in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

First Lesson Micah 6: 1-8
A reading from Micah:

' Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear
your voice.

’ Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth, for
the LORD has a case against his people, and he will contend with Israel.
?“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
*For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I
sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.
> O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor
answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of
the LORD.”
°“With what shall I come before the LORD and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come
before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?
" Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of 0il? Shall I
give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
“ He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the LORD require of you but to do
justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 15 (read responsively)
'LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill?

*Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from their
heart;

‘they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not cast
discredit upon a neighbor.

“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD. They
have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.

They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.



Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 1: 18-31
A reading from 1 Corinthians:

' The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. ' For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

U Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? *' For since, in the wisdom of God, the world
did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation,
to save those who believe. ** For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, >’ but we
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, ** but to those
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of
God. *° For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than
human strength.

*© Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. >’ But God chose what is
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the
strong; ** God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things
that are, >’ so that no one might boast in the presence of God. * In contrast, God is why you are
in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and
redemption, *' in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ja. Al-le-Iu - ia.
Gospel Matthew 5: 1-12
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5 chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

' When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. > And he began to speak and taught them, saying:

? “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

*“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.



7 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
©“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
’“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
¥ “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
’“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
'U«Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.
' “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. '“ Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Priscilla
Hymn of the Day Oh, Praise the Gracious Power ELW 651 vs. 1-3
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1 Oh, praise the gra-cious pow'r that  tum - bles walls of fear
2 Oh, praise per-sis - tent  truth that 0o - pens fist - ed minds
3 Oh, vpraise in-clu-sive love, en - cir - cling ev-'ry race,
4 Oh, praise the word of faith that  claims us as God’s own,
5 Oh, praise the tide of grace that laps at ev-'ry shore
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and gath-ers in one  house of faith all strang-ers far and near:
and eas-es from their anx-ious clutch the prej - u - dice that blinds:

ob - liv - 1 - ous

to

gen - der, wealth, to

so - clal rank or

place:

a liv-ing tem-ple  built on Christ, our rock and cor - ner - stone:
with vi-sionsof a world at peace, no lon - ger bled by war:
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We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one!

Text and music from New Hymns for the Lectionary, © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc. One License #A-729549



*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.

God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it may do justice, love
kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ crucified. We pray for social justice and
humanitarian aid ministries. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We pray for the health of our
land, waters and air. Give us wisdom and courage to be faithful stewards of what you have
entrusted to our care. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with integrity and respect human
rights. Increase freedom in every nation. Protect educators, journalists, artists, and religious
activists who are reviled for speaking truth. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecution, poverty, or war.
Reunite separated families and bring orphaned children to safety. Comfort any who grieve or
suffer in any way. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this congregation, and for parents,
grandparents, mentors, teachers, and youth ministers who model love for their neighbor and
care for others. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who journeyed humbly with you.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom
we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.

Amen.



*Peace
Jesus said to his disciples, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you.’
The peace of the Lord be with you, always. And also with you.
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Offering
*Offertory Hymn Let the Vineyards
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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bless-ing. Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be
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fed with the bread of life.  Gath-er the hopes and the dreams of all; u -
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nite them with the prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta-ble with your
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
Offering Prayer
God of majesty,

no eye has seen, no ear has heard

what you have prepared for those who love you,

yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered

to feed us with the reign of God come near,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



*The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
And so we sing with all the saints in glory...

*Holy, Holy, Holy
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Ho-1ly, ho - 1ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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Heav- en and earth are full of your glo- ry. Ho - san-na. Ho - san- na.
n B ! [ —
¥ I I 1 y I T y | —
Gy e —— o
(o= | ————J =

Ho - san - na in the high - est Bless-ed is he  who
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comes in the name of the Lord. @ Ho-san- na in the high - est.
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*Words of Institution

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.



Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of Geod, you take a - way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
Communion Hymn Rise Up, O Saints of God! LBW 383
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I Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! His king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in  pain;
5 Com-mit your hearts to  seek the  paths which Christ has trod

o .
_Q_gﬁﬂ F P I ﬁ Jl
| ’
Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, his word of hope pro - claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.
stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow’r, rise up, O saints of God!
Dr. Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress. One License #A-729549




Blessing after Communion

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace, from now

unto everlasting life. Amen.

*Post Communion Canticle Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear his name.
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shouts of thanks- giv- ing. Al-le - Im - ia. Al-le - lu - ia.

*Prayer after Communion

Radiant God,

we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood

you have drawn us to your heart.

Send us from this table with delight,

that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Blessing

May the triune God,

who has put a new song in your mouth
and tuned your heart for praise

* bless you now and forever.

Amen.




Sending Hymn Oh, Praise the Gracious Power ELW 651 vs. 6-7
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| Oh, praise the gra-cious pow’r  that tum - bles walls of fear
2 Oh, praise per-sis - tent truth that o - pens fist-ed minds
3 Oh, praise in-clu-sive love, en - cir - cling ev-'ry race,
4 Oh, praise the word of faith that  claims us  as God’s own,
5

Oh, praise the tide of  grace  that laps at ev-'ry shore
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and gath-ers in  one  house of faith all strang-ers far and near:
and eas-es from their anx-ious clutch the prej - u - dice that blinds:
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ob - liv-1-ous to gen-der, wealth,to  so - cial tank or place:
a liv-ing tem-ple  built on Christ, our rock and cor - ner - stone:
with vi-sionsof a world at peace, no lon - ger bled by war
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We praise you, Christ! Your cross  has made us one!
6 Oh, praise the pow'r, the truth, 7 Oh, praise the living Christ
the love, the word, the tide. with faith’s bright songful voice!
Yet more than these, oh, praise their source, ~ Announce the gospel to the world
praise Christ the crucified:  Refrain and with these words rejoice:  Refrain
Text and music from New Hymns for the Lectionary, © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc. One License #A-729549
*Dismissal
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude



Some of the prayers of intercession are based on the text of “O Splendor of God’s glory bright” (ELW 559). Text © 2000 Augsburg Fortress.
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