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*Indicates standing as you are able. 

Bold indicates “in unison”. 

PRELUDE        

LIGHTING THE CANDLES 

WELCOME   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JOYS AND CONCERNS  

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                               (Responsive)  
Blessed be the name of God from this time on and forevermore. 

From the rising of the sun to its setting the name of God is to be 

praised. 

It is good to give thanks to God, to sing praises to Your name, O 

Most High; 

to declare Your steadfast love in the morning, and Your 

faithfulness by night.          (From Psalms 113 and 92. The New Century Hymnal) 

 

*OPENING HYMN           The First Noel         UMH #245 vs. 3-5 

3. And by the light of that same star 

three Wise Men came from country far; 

to seek for a king was their intent, 

and to follow the star wherever it went. 

Refrain 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 

4. This star drew nigh to the northwest, 

o’er Bethlehem it took its rest; 

and there it did both stop and stay, 

right over the place where Jesus lay. [Refrain] 



 

5. Then entered in those Wise Men three, 

full reverently upon the knee, 

and offered there, in his presence, 

their gold and myrrh and frankincense. [Refrain] 
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OPENING PRAYER                                                            

Holy God, we come before you with awe, for you are great in love 

and power. Some of us come with reluctance and some with joy; 

some with sadness and others full of fear, yet we know You receive 

us as we are. Mighty God, stay with us always, as we worship and 

as we share the risk and challenge of living our faith. By Your 

powerful Spirit, turn our fear to courage and our confusion to 

confidence. Touch us, God, with Your healing fire. Speak to us 

through Your Word. Send us back into the world renewed and 

eager to do Your will. We pray in the name of Jesus the Christ.  

Amen.                                      (Ronald S. Beebe.. The New Century Hymnal) 

 

FIRST READING             Isaiah 42: 1-9 
1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 

delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to 

the nations.  
2He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 
3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will 

not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice 

in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
5Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched 

them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who 

gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you 

by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the 

people, a light to the nations, 
7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the 

dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor 

my praise to idols. 



 

9See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now 

declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

          God’s Word for God’s People 

 

PSALM                         Psalm 29                      (read responsively)  

1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and 

strength. 
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship 

the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory 

thunders; the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of 

the LORD is a voice of splendor.  
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the 

cedars of Lebanon; 
6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon 

like a young wild ox. 
7The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes 

the wilderness of Kadesh.  
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the 

forests bare. And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 
10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits 

enthroned as king forevermore. 
11O LORD, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the 

blessings of peace.  

 

SECOND READING  Acts 10: 34-43 
34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly 

understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation 

anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 

him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message 

spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 

John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 

Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 

healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 

him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 



 

Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but 

God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to 

all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and 

who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 

one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

    God’s Word for God’s People 
 

*GOSPEL READING          Matthew 3: 13-17 
13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized 

by him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be 

baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered 

him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill 

all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been 

baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens 

were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a 

dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, 

“This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

The Gospel of the Lord 

SERMON                                                                 Pastor Priscilla 

HYMN                  When Jesus Came to Jordan               UMH #252 

1. When Jesus came to Jordan to be baptized by John, 

he did not come for pardon but as the sinless one. 

He came to share repentance with all who mourn their sins, 

to speak the vital sentence with which good news begins. 
 

2. He came to share temptation, our utmost woe and loss, 

for us and our salvation to die upon the cross. 

So when the dove descended on him, the Son of Man, 

the hidden years had ended, the age of grace began. 
 

3. Come, Holy Spirit, aid us to keep the vows we make; 

this very day invade us, and every bondage break. 

Come, give our lives direction, the gift we covet most: 

to share the resurrection that leads to Pentecost. 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 

virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third 

day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  
 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting. Amen  

PASTORAL PRAYER                                               

INVITATION TO CONFESSION 

Christ the Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly 

repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another. 

Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another. 

CONFESSION AND PARDON 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have failed to be an obedient church. 

We have not done your will, we have broken your law, 

we have rebelled against your love, 

we have not loved our neighbors, 

and we have not heard the cry of the needy. 

Forgive us, we pray. 

Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Hear the good news: 

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s 

love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 



 

OFFERING   

We appreciate your support of the work of the church through your 

tithes and offerings. Please place all offerings in the plate by the 

entrance to the sanctuary.  

 
*OFFERING   Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow   UMH #95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

O God, most merciful and gracious, of whose bounty we have all 

received: accept, we pray, this offering of Your people. Remember 

in Your love those who have brought it and those for whom it is 

given; and so follow it with Your blessing that it may promote 

peace and goodwill among all people and advance the realm of our 

Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.          (The New Century Hymnal)  

 

WORDS of INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  

Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The light of Christ came into our world and shines in the darkness. 

Come now to feast at Christ’s table. The Body and Blood of Christ 

given for you.  Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
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O Lord, you look upon us in love and refresh our souls through 

the gifts of bread and wine. Send us out, reflecting the light of 

your grace, to tell the story of Jesus Christ, our bright morning 

star. Amen. 

  
*HYMN    The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve     TFWS #2241 vs. 1 & 4 

1. The Spirit sends us forth to serve; 

we go in Jesus’ name to bring glad tidings 

to the poor, God’s favor to proclaim. 

 

4. Then let us go to serve in peace, 

the gospel to proclaim. 

God’s Spirit has empowered us; 

we go in Jesus’ name. 
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BENEDICTION 

Beloved children of God, what came into being in Christ was life, 

and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. The light of Christ 

shine on you with grace and mercy and fill you with joy and peace.  

Amen.                                                      (John 1:1, 3-5)    
 

 

 

 


