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*Indicates standing as you are able. 

Bold indicates “in unison”. 

PRELUDE        

LIGHTING THE CANDLES 

WELCOME   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JOYS AND CONCERNS  

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                               (Responsive)  
Blessed be the name of God from this time on and forevermore. 

From the rising of the sun to its setting the name of God is to be 

praised. 

It is good to give thanks to God, to sing praises to Your name, O 

Most High; 

to declare Your steadfast love in the morning, and Your 

faithfulness by night.          (From Psalms 113 and 92. The New Century Hymnal) 

 

*OPENING HYMN      Let All Things Now Living    TFWS #2008 

1. Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving 

to God the Creator triumphantly raise, 

who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, 

who guides us and leads to the end of our days. 

God’s banners fly o’er us; God’s light goes before us, 

a pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 

till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished, 

as forward we travel from light into light. 

 



2. The law God enforces, the stars in their courses 

and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 

the hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, 

the deeps of the ocean proclaim the Divine. 

We, too, should be voicing our love and rejoicing; 

with glad adoration a song let us raise, 

till all things now living unite in thanksgiving: 

To God in the highest hosanna and praise! 

© 1938, 1966 E. C. Schirmer. CCLI #1581058 

 

OPENING PRAYER                                                            

Holy God, we come before you with awe, for you are great in love 

and power. Some of us come with reluctance and some with joy; 

some with sadness and others full of fear, yet we know You receive 

us as we are. Mighty God, stay with us always, as we worship and 

as we share the risk and challenge of living our faith. By Your 

powerful Spirit, turn our fear to courage and our confusion to 

confidence. Touch us, God, with Your healing fire. Speak to us 

through Your Word. Send us back into the world renewed and 

eager to do Your will. We pray in the name of Jesus the Christ.  

Amen.                                      (Ronald S. Beebe.. The New Century Hymnal) 

 

FIRST READING             Isaiah 9: 1-4 
1 There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the 

former time [the LORD] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun 

and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious 

the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 

nations. 

 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has 

shined. 

 3 You have multiplied exultation; you have increased its joy; they 

rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when 

dividing plunder. 

 4 For the yoke of their burden and the bar across their shoulders,   

the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

          God’s Word for God’s People 

 



PSALM                     Psalm 27: 1, 4-9                (read responsively)  

1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
4 One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; that I may dwell 

in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon the 

beauty of the LORD and to seek God in the temple. 
5 For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, hide me in the 

hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock. 
6 Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who 

surround me. Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, 

sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and make music to the LORD.  
7 Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; have mercy on me 

and answer me. 
8 My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” Your face, 

O LORD, I will seek. 
9 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in 

anger. Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me 

not, O God of my salvation.  

 

SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 1: 10-18 
     10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be 

no divisions among you but that you be knit together in the same 

mind and the same purpose. 11 For it has been made clear to me by 

Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and 

sisters. 12 What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” 

or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to 

Christ.” 13 Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or 

were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I 

baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one 

can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 I did baptize also the 

household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I 

baptized anyone else. 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to 

proclaim the gospel—and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the 

cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 

  18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who 

are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.     

God’s Word for God’s People 



*GOSPEL READING          Matthew 4: 12-23 
12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he 

withdrew to Galilee. 13 He left Nazareth and made his home in 

Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and 

Naphtali, 14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet 

Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

 15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, 

across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles— 

 16 the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for 

those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” 
17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

  18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 

Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net 

into the sea—for they were fishers. 19 And he said to them, “Follow 

me, and I will make you fishers of people.” 20 Immediately they left 

their nets and followed him. 21 As he went from there, he saw two 

other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the 

boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called 

them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and 

followed him. 

  23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their 

synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and 

curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

SERMON                                                                 Pastor Priscilla 

HYMN                            Christ Beside Me                    TFWS #2166 

1. Christ beside me, Christ before me, 

Christ behind me King of my heart; 

Christ within me, Christ below me, 

Christ above me never to part. 

 

2. Christ on my right hand, Christ on my left hand, 

Christ all around me shield in the strife; 

Christ in my sleeping, Christ in my sitting, 

Christ in my rising light of my life. 



3. Christ beside me, Christ before me, 

Christ behind me King of my heart; 

Christ within me, Christ below me, 

Christ above me never to part. 
 

Adapt. © James Quinn S.J. Used by permission of Selah Publishing Co., Inc. CCLI #1581058 

 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 

virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third 

day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  
 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting. Amen  

PASTORAL PRAYER                                               

INVITATION TO CONFESSION 

Christ the Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly 

repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another. 

Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another. 

CONFESSION AND PARDON 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have failed to be an obedient church. 

We have not done your will, we have broken your law, 

we have rebelled against your love, 

we have not loved our neighbors, 

and we have not heard the cry of the needy. 

Forgive us, we pray. 

Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



Hear the good news: 

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s 

love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

OFFERING   

We appreciate your support of the work of the church through your 

tithes and offerings. Please place all offerings in the plate by the 

entrance to the sanctuary.  

 
*OFFERING   Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow   UMH #95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
Public Domain 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

O God, most merciful and gracious, of whose bounty we have all 

received: accept, we pray, this offering of Your people. Remember 

in Your love those who have brought it and those for whom it is 

given; and so follow it with Your blessing that it may promote 

peace and goodwill among all people and advance the realm of our 

Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.          (The New Century Hymnal)  

 
WORDS of INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  

Amen. 

 



The United Methodist Hymnal, Copyright 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. All rights reserved. Copyright 2020 Local Church 

Ministries, Faith Formation Ministry Team, United Church of Christ.  Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in 

services of worship or church education. Live Streaming Hymns are covered under the CCLI # 20670136 and One License #A-729549. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The light of Christ came into our world and shines in the darkness. 

Come now to feast at Christ’s table. The Body and Blood of Christ 

given for you.  Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

O Lord, you look upon us in love and refresh our souls through 

the gifts of bread and wine. Send us out, reflecting the light of 

your grace, to tell the story of Jesus Christ, our bright morning 

star. Amen. 

  
*HYMN                                 Jesus Calls Us                            UMH #398 

1. Jesus calls us o’er the tumult 

of our life’s wild, restless sea; 

day by day his sweet voice soundeth, 

saying, “Christian, follow me!” 
 

2. As of old the apostles heard it 

by the Galilean lake,  

turned from home and toil and kindred, 

leaving all for Jesus’ sake. 
 

3. Jesus calls us from the worship 

of the vain world’s golden store, 

from each idol that would keep us, 

saying, “Christian, love me more!” 

 
Public Domain 

 

BENEDICTION 

Beloved children of God, what came into being in Christ was life, 

and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. The light of Christ 

shine on you with grace and mercy and fill you with joy and peace.  

Amen.                                                      (John 1:1, 3-5)    

 


