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*Indicates standing as you are able.

Bold indicates “in unison”.

PRELUDE

LIGHTING THE CANDLES

WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS

JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)
Blessed be the name of God from this time on and forevermore.

From the rising of the sun to its setting the name of God is to be
praised.

It is good to give thanks to God, to sing praises to Your name, O
Most High;

to declare Your steadfast love in the morning, and Your
faithfulness by night. (From Psalms 113 and 92. The New Century Hymnal)

*OPENING HYMN  Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus (2x) UMH #349

Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
look full in his wonderful face, (wonderful face,)
and the things of earth will grow strangely dim
in the light of his glory and grace.

© 1922, renewed 1950 Singspiration Music. CCLI #1581058



OPENING PRAYER

Holy God, we come before you with awe, for you are great in love
and power. Some of us come with reluctance and some with joy;
some with sadness and others full of fear, yet we know You receive
us as we are. Mighty God, stay with us always, as we worship and
as we share the risk and challenge of living our faith. By Your
powerful Spirit, turn our fear to courage and our confusion to
confidence. Touch us, God, with Your healing fire. Speak to us
through Your Word. Send us back into the world renewed and
eager to do Your will. We pray in the name of Jesus the Christ.
Amen. (Ronald S. Beebe.. The New Century Hymnal)

FIRST READING Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden
to till it and keep it. '® And the Lord God commanded the man,
“You may freely eat of every tree of the garden, !” but of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that
you eat of it you shall die.”

31 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal
that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say,
“You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?”” 2 The woman said
to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden, > but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that
is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall
die.” ” * But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die, > for
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” ® So when the
woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was a delight
to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she
took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, who
was with her, and he ate. " Then the eyes of both were opened, and
they knew that they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together
and made loincloths for themselves.

God’s Word for God’s People



PSALM Psalm 32 (read responsively)
' Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin
is put away!

> Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, and in
whose spirit there is no guile!

* While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, because of my
groaning all day long.

“For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; my
moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.

> Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you
forgave me the guilt of my sin.

° Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you

in time of trouble; when the great waters overflow, they shall
not reach them.

"You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; you
surround me with shouts of deliverance.

* “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should
go; I will guide you with my eye.

’ Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who
must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near
you.”

' Great are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy embraces
those who trust in the LORD.

' Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; shout for joy, all
who are true of heart.

*GOSPEL READING Matthew 4: 1-11

! Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested
by the devil. > He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward
he was famished. ° The tempter came and said to him, “If you are
the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of
bread.” * But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by
bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of
God.””

> Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the
pinnacle of the temple, ° saying to him, “If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down, for it is written, ‘He will command his angels



concerning you,” and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that
you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ”’
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your
God to the test.” ”

¢ Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed
him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory, ° and he said to
him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship
me.” '’ Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is
written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” ”
' Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on
him.

The Gospel of the Lord
SERMON Pastor Priscilla
HYMN Just a Closer Walk with Thee TFWS #2158

1. I am weak, but thou art strong;
Jesus keep me from all wrong;
I’11 be satisfied as long as I walk,
let me walk close to thee.

Refrain
Just a closer walk with thee,
grant it, Jesus, is my plea,
daily walking close to thee:
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

2. Through this world of toil and snares,
if I falter, Lord, who cares?
Who with me my burden shares?
None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee. [Refrain]

3. When my feeble life is o’er,
time for me will be no more;
guide me gently, safely o’er
to thy shore, dear Lord, to thy shore. [Refrain]

Public Domain



*APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the
virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen

PASTORAL PRAYER

INVITATION TO CONFESSION

Christ the Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly
repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another.
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

CONFESSION AND PARDON

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our
whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We have
not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled
against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we
have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free
us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hear the good news:
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s
love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.

OFFERING

We appreciate your support of the work of the church through your
tithes and offerings. Please place all offerings in the plate by the
entrance to the sanctuary.



*OFFERING Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow UMH #95

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

O God, most merciful and gracious, of whose bounty we have all
received: accept, we pray, this offering of Your people. Remember
in Your love those who have brought it and those for whom it is
given; and so follow it with Your blessing that it may promote
peace and goodwill among all people and advance the realm of our
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. (The New Century Hymnal)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The light of Christ came into our world and shines in the darkness.
Come now to feast at Christ’s table. The Body and Blood of Christ
given for you. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O Lord, you look upon us in love and refresh our souls through
the gifts of bread and wine. Send us out, reflecting the light of
your grace, to tell the story of Jesus Christ, our bright morning
star. Amen.



*HYMN  Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days UMH #269

1. Lord, who throughout these forty days
for us didst fast and pray,
teach us with thee to mourn our sins
and close by thee to stay.

3. As thou didst hunger bear, and thirst,
so teach us, gracious Lord,
to die to self, and chiefly live
by thy most holy word.

4. And through these days of penitence,
and through thy passiontide,
yea, evermore in life and death,
Jesus, with us abide.
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BENEDICTION

Beloved children of God, what came into being in Christ was life,
and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. The light of Christ
shine on you with grace and mercy and fill you with joy and
peace. Amen. (John 1:1, 3-5)
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