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*Indicates standing as you are able. 

Bold indicates “in unison”. 

PRELUDE        

LIGHTING THE CANDLES 

WELCOME   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JOYS AND CONCERNS  

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                               (Responsive)  
Blessed be the name of God from this time on and forevermore. 

From the rising of the sun to its setting the name of God is to be 

praised. 

It is good to give thanks to God, to sing praises to Your name, O Most 

High; 

to declare Your steadfast love in the morning, and Your faithfulness 

by night.                                 (From Psalms 113 and 92. The New Century Hymnal) 
 

OPENING PRAYER                                                            

Holy God, we come before you with awe, for you are great in love and 

power. Some of us come with reluctance and some with joy; some with 

sadness and others full of fear, yet we know You receive us as we are. 

Mighty God, stay with us always, as we worship and as we share the risk 

and challenge of living our faith. By Your powerful Spirit, turn our fear 

to courage and our confusion to confidence. Touch us, God, with Your 

healing fire. Speak to us through Your Word. Send us back into the 

world renewed and eager to do Your will. We pray in the name of Jesus 

the Christ.  Amen.                                    (Ronald S. Beebe.. The New Century Hymnal) 

 

FIRST READING             Genesis 12: 1-4a 
1 The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and 

your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a 



great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you 

will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one who 

curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed.” 4a So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with 

him. 

          God’s Word for God’s People 
 

PSALM                          Psalm 121                    (read responsively) 
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 
2 My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth. 
3 The LORD will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who watches 

over you fall asleep. 
4 Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep;  
5 the LORD watches over you; the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
6 the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
7 The LORD will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life. 
8 The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, from 

this time forth forevermore.  
 

SECOND READING             Romans 4: 1-5, 13-17 
1 What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor 

according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has 

something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the scripture 

say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 

righteousness.” 4 Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift 

but as something due. 5 But to one who does not work but trusts him who 

justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 

  13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to 

Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 

righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be 

the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, 

but where there is no law, neither is there transgression. 
  16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on 

grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the 

adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who 

is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of 

many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives 

life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

          God’s Word for God’s People 
 

*GOSPEL READING            John 3: 1-17 
1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the 



Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that 

you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs 

that you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very 

truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born 

from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after 

having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb 

and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter 

the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is 

born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not 

be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The 

wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do 

not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone 

who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these 

things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet 

you do not understand these things? 

  11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to 

what we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told 

you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I 

tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven 

except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just 

as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 

be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 

world but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

The Gospel of the Lord 

SERMON                                                                 Pastor Priscilla 

  
 

Rite of Baptism 

Royah Lucille Washington 



God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living 

hope through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God 

delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. 

We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed 

with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of 

the world. 

 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, you have 

brought Royah to be baptized. As you bring her to receive the gift of 

baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 
 

to live with her among God's faithful people, bring her to the word of 

God and the holy supper, teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the 

Ten Commandments, place in her hands the holy scriptures, and nurture 

her in faith and prayer, so that she may learn to trust God, proclaim 

Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world God made, 

and work for justice and peace. 
 

Do you promise to help her grow in the Christian faith and life?  I do. 
 

Sponsors:   

Michael & Lindsey, 

Do you promise to nurture Royah in the Christian faith as you are 

empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of 

baptism and in communion with the church?  I do. 
 

Family and friends here today, do you promise to support and pray for 

Royah in her new life in Christ?  We do. 
 

Profession of faith 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers 

of this world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you 

from God? 

I renounce them. 

 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,  



our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the    

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 
 

Blessing over the water 

Blessed are you, holy God. You are the creator of the waters of the earth. 

You are the fire of rebirth. You poured out your Spirit on your people 

Israel. You breathe life into our dry bones. Your Son Jesus promised to 

send the Spirit to us that the world may know your peace and truth. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, and breathe new life into those who are here 

baptized. By your Spirit adopt us all as your children, through our Savior 

Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Baptism 

I baptize you, Royah Lucille +in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Laying on of hands 



Sustain Royah with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 

and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

Anointing with oil 

 

Child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with 

the cross of Christ forever. 

Amen. 

 
A white cloth is given as a reminder that we are clothed with Christ. 

 

A lighted candle is given as a reminder that Jesus said, “I am the light of 

the world.  Whoever follows me will have the light of life” and “Let your 

light so shine before others that they may see your good works and give 

glory to God”. 

PASTORAL PRAYER                                               

INVITATION TO CONFESSION 

Christ the Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly 

repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore, 

let us confess our sin before God and one another. 

CONFESSION AND PARDON 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole 

heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done 

your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your 

love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the 

cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hear the good news: 

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love 

toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 



OFFERING   

We appreciate your support of the work of the church through your tithes 

and offerings. Please place all offerings in the plate by the entrance to the 

sanctuary.  

 
*OFFERING   Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow   UMH #95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
Public Domain 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

O God, most merciful and gracious, of whose bounty we have all 

received: accept, we pray, this offering of Your people. Remember in 

Your love those who have brought it and those for whom it is given; and 

so follow it with Your blessing that it may promote peace and goodwill 

among all people and advance the realm of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen.                                                                              (The New Century Hymnal)  

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  

Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The light of Christ came into our world and shines in the darkness. 

Come now to feast at Christ’s table. The Body and Blood of Christ given 

for you.  Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

O Lord, you look upon us in love and refresh our souls through the gifts 

of bread and wine. Send us out, reflecting the light of your grace, to tell 

the story of Jesus Christ, our bright morning star. Amen. 

  



The United Methodist Hymnal, 

Copyright 1989 The United Methodist 

Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
Copyright 2020 Local Church 

Ministries, Faith Formation Ministry 

Team, United Church of Christ.  
Permission granted to reproduce or 

adapt this material for use in services of 

worship or church education. Live 

Streaming Hymns are covered under the 
CCLI # 20670136 and One License #A-

729549. 

*HYMN                      This Little Light of Mine             

1. This little light of mine, I’m goin’a let it shine, 

this little light of mine, I’m goin’a let it shine;  

this little light of mine, I’m goin’a let it shine; 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. (let it shine) 
 

2. Everywhere I go, I’m goin’a let it shine, 

 everywhere I go, I’m goin’a let it shine; 

everywhere I go, I’m goin’a let it shine; 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. (let it shine) 
 

3. All through the day, I’m goin’a let it shine, 

 all through the day, I’m goin’a let it shine; 

all through the day, I’m goin’a let it shine; 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. (let it shine) 
 

Adapt. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. CCLI #1581058 

 

BENEDICTION 

Beloved children of God, what came into being in Christ was life, and 

the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness did not overcome it. The light of Christ shine on you with 

grace and mercy and fill you with joy and peace.  Amen.     (John 1:1, 3-5)    
 


