Grace Lutheran Church
Sunday, May 17, 2026

Ascension of Our Lord

*Please stand as you are able.
Prelude
Announcements

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!

Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We ask for forgiveness of the sins we confess now in silence.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.



Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.
We thank you for forgiving our sins + in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,

now and forever.

Amen.

*Gathering Hymn All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name! LBW 328 vs. 1-4
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1 All hail the pow’r of Je - sus’name! Let an - gels pros-trate fall;
2 Crown him, you mar - tyrs of our God, who from his al - tar call;
3 0 seed of Is-rael’s cho-sen race now ran-somed from the fall,
4 Hail him, you heirs of Da-vid’s line, whom Da - vid Lord did call—
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bring forth the roy -al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
ex - tol the stem of Jes-se’s rod and crown him Lord of all.
hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
the God in - car- nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
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Bring forth the roy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
Ex - tol the stem of Jes -se’s rod and crown him Lord of all.
Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all
The God in - car-nate, man di- vine—and crown him Lord of all.
Public Domain
Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.



*Kyrie
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m peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to

the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have

mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord. A -
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*Hymn of Praise This Is the Feast
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This is the feast of vic- to-ry for our God. Al-le-lu - ia,
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al-le-lu-ia, al-1le - lu - ia. ) Wor- thy is Christ, the Lamb who was
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing,and glo - ry are his.

This is the feast of vic- to-ry for our God. Al-le-lu - ia,

al-le-lu-ia, al-1le - ln - ia. (@ Sing with all the peo- ple of God, and
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join in the hymn of all cre-a - tion:  Bless- ing, hon-or, glo-ry, and
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might be to God and the Lamb for- ev - er. A - men.
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*Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence intercedes for
us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring everything into your
glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Lesson Acts 1: 1-11
A reading from Acts:

[Luke writes:] ' In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and
teach ” until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. * After his suffering he presented himself alive to
them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the
kingdom of God. * While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait
there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; ° for John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

°So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will
restore the kingdom to Israel?” ' He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that
the Father has set by his own authority. “ But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” ” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud
took him out of their sight. '’ While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven,
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. '’ They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 47 (read responsively)
' Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with a joyful sound.

’For the LORD Most High is to be feared: a great king over all the earth,

? who subdues the peoples under us, and the nations under our feet;

“who chooses our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.

° God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of the ram’s horn.

°Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our king, sing praises.

"For God is king of all the earth; sing praises with a song.

 God reigns over the nations; God is enthroned on high.

’ The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham. The rulers of
the earth belong to God, who is highly exalted.

Second Lesson Ephesians 1: 15-23
A reading from Ephesians:



"“T have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason '°I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers, '’ that the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as
you come to know him, '* so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may perceive
what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance
among the saints, '’ and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe,
according to the working of his great power. >’ God put this power to work in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, °' far above
all rule and authority and power and dominion and above every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in the age to come. ** And he has put all things under his feet and has made
him the head over all things for the church, >’ which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all
in all.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ja. Al-le-lu - ia.
Gospel Luke 24: 44-53
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24™ chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

**[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you
while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets,
and the psalms must be fulfilled.”" Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures,
“%and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead
on the third day *” and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. ** You are witnesses of these things. *’ And see, I am
sending upon you what my Father promised, so stay here in the city until you have been clothed
with power from on high.”

°“Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.
°I'While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. ** And
they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, °* and they were continually in
the temple blessing God.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon Pastor Priscilla

Hymn of the Day A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing! LBW 157 vs. 1,2,3,7
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1A hymn of glo-ry let us sing! New hymns through-out the

2 The ho - ly ap - os-tol - ic band up - on the Mount of

3 To whom ... shin-ing an-gels cry, “Why stand and gaze up-

4 “You see him now, as-cend-ing high up to the por - tals
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Christ, by a road be - fore un - trod, as - cends un - (o
And with his faith-ful fol - 'wers see their Lord as - cend
“This is the Sav - ior!” thus they say, “this is  his glo -
“Here - af - ter Je - sus you shall see re - turn-ing in
N | ' ' . .
P | I | | | | | | | I
e Y e
- | bt | & ~ - & -
) = &
the throne of God. Al-le - lu - ial Al-le - lu - ia!
in  maj - es - Lty Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia!
rious tri - umph day!” Al-le - lu - ial Al-1le - lu - ia!
great maj - es - ty” Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia!
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Al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia!

5 O Lord, our homeward pathway bend, 6 Give us your joy on earth, O Lord,
that our unwearied hearts ascend. in heav’n to be our great reward.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Where, seated on your Father’s throne, When throned with you forever, we
you reign as King of kings alone. shall praise your name eternally.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

7 O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
all praise to you let earth accord:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

You are, while endless ages run,
with Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin.. One License #A-729549



*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray
for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Gracious God, your Son Jesus ascended to fill all time and space and is present with all people.
By your Holy Spirit, lead your church and its leaders in faith, hope, and love, and in sharing the
presence of Christ. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Majestic God, your Son Jesus entrusts his ministry to his followers to care for all you have
created. Instill in us a commitment to sustainable ecological practices. Bless the work of
farmers and ranchers and prosper the work of their hands. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Almighty God, your Son Jesus sits at your right hand and rules the cosmos. Inspire national and
local politicians to lead with equity and fairness, raise up advocates and activists for those
seeking justice, and cultivate peace throughout the world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Merciful God, your Son Jesus carries with him the scars of suffering as our wounded healer.
Guide with your wisdom the work of surgeons, pharmacists, midwives, and all medical
specialists, and bring your healing touch to all who are sick. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Caring God, your Son Jesus reveals the depths of your love and gathers all people to himself.
Accompany us in our work and play to make your presence known in all that we do. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

Life-giving God, by his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus destroyed death forever. With
thanksgiving we remember those who rest from the labors, assured of your promise of
everlasting life. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Gracious God, we entrust to you all who have asked us to pray and remember especially those
on our prayer list. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to
all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.



*Peace

Jesus said to his disciples, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.’

The peace of the Lord be with you, always. And also with you.

Offering

Please place all offerings in the plate by the entrance to the sanctuary or you may use the QR
code found on the back of the bulletin.
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*Offertory Hymn Let the Vineyards
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fed with the bread of life.

Gath - er the hopes and the dreams of

all;

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us
and bless the world you love.
In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
Offering Prayer
Merciful God,



*The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
And so we sing with all the saints in glory...

*Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Words of Institution

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

The table is set for you. If you are hungry, tired, weary, or worn, or joyful or full, or care free,
there is space for you here. Come, the bread of life and the cup of blessing await you. The
body and blood of Christ given for you. Amen.



Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant wus peace.



Communion Hymn Alleluia! Sing to Jesus LBW 158
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1 Al-1le - lu - 1ial Sing to Je - sus; his the scep - fer,
2 Al-le - lu - ial Not as or - phans are we left in
3 Al-1le - lu - ia! Bread of heav - en, here on earth our
4 Al-le - lu - ia! King e - ter - nal, Lord om - nip - o -
5 Al-le - lu - ial Sing to Je - sus; his the scep - ter,
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food, our stay; Al -le - lu - 1ia! here the sin - ful flee to
tent we own; Al -le - lu - ia! born of Mar -y, earth your
his the throne; Al - le - lu - 1ia! his the  tri - umph, his the
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foot - stool,  heav’'n your throne. As  with - in the veil you
vic - to - 1y a - lone. Hark! The songs of peace - ful
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Zi - on thun - der  like a might - y  flood: “Je - sus
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hearts for - get his prom - ise: “I am with you ev - er- more”?
songs of all the sin - less sweep a - cross the crys-tal sea.
earth both priest and vic - tim in the eu - cha-ris - tic feast
out of ev - ’ry na - tion has re - deemed us by his blood.”
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Blessing after Communion

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace, from now

unto everlasting life. Amen.

*Post Communion Canticle Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear his name.
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*Prayer after Communion

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

Blessing

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

7+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.




Sending Hymn Crown Him, With Many Crowns LBW 170vs. 1,3,4
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Crown him with man - y crowns, the Lamb up - on his throne;
Crown him the vir- gin’s Son, the God in - car - nate born,
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3 Crown him the Lord of
4 Crown him the Lord of
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life,

be - hold his hands and side,
who  tri-umphed o’er the grave
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hark, how the heav’'n-ly  an-them drowns all mu - sic but its own.
whose arm those crim-son tro-phies won which now his brow a - dorn;
rich wounds,yet vis - i - ble a - bove, in beau-ty glo - ri - fied.
and rose vic - to-rious in the strife for those he came to save.
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A - wake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,
frut  of  the mys - tic rose, yet  of that rose the  stem,
No an - gels in the sky can  ful - ly bear that sight,
His glo - ries now we sing, who died and rose on high,
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and hail him as thy match-less king through all e - ter - ni - ty.
the root whence mer - cy ev - er flows,the babe of Beth - le - hem.
but down-ward bend their burn - ing eyes at  mys-ter-ies so bright.
who died, e - ter-nal life to bring,and lives that death may die.

*Dismissal

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude
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