Grace Lutheran Church
Sunday, May 3, 2026
Fifth Sunday of Easter

*Please stand as you are able.
Prelude
Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
Siblings in faith, God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
Trusting in this grace and mercy, let us confess our sins before God and one another.

Silence for reflection

Loving God,

we confess that we have not always lived up to your claim upon our lives. We fail
to see your image in the faces of our neighbors and in ourselves. We turn away
from your call to care for the vulnerable people in our community and in our
world. We hide away from you and forget that you love us wholeheartedly, no
matter what. Forgive us, God. Open our eyes to the love you have for us and those
we meet. Inspire us to share that love with others. Remind us that we can never
stray so far that you won’t call us back. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen

Beloved in Christ, hear the good news. God loves you more than you will ever know. In the
name of Christ, your sins are forgiven. Rejoice, take heart, and move forward in faith, trusting

that God in Christ Jesus is with you always.

Thanks be to God! Amen



*Gathering Hymn Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation WOV 747
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Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.



*Hymn of Praise This Is the Feast
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*Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love
one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the
world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Lesson Acts 7:55-60
A reading from Acts:

°*Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. °° “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” °’ But they covered their ears, and with a loud
shout all rushed together against him. ** Then they dragged him out of the city and began to
stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. °’ While
they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ® Then he knelt down
and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this,
he died.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 (read responsively)
"In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your
righteousness.

’Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.

’ Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the
sake of your name, lead me and guide me.

*Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of
strength.

> Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.

' My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those
who persecute me.

' Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.”

Second Lesson 1 Peter 2: 2-10
A reading from 1 Peter:

’ Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation *if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. * Come to him, a living stone, though
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and ° like living stones let yourselves
be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ. ° For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a
cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

' This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the
builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” ®and “A stone that makes them
stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they



were destined to do.

’But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order
that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light. ' Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Luke 24: 13-35
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24t chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe
also in me. ” In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? * And if I go and prepare a place for you,
will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. * And
you know the way to the place where I am going.” ® Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not
know where you are going. How can we know the way?” ° Jesus said to him, “I am the way and
the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. ’ If you know me, you
will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

¥ Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” ? Jesus said to him,

“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? '’ Do you not believe that I am
in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own,
but the Father who dwells in me does his works. '' Believe me that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. '* Very truly, I
tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater
works than these, because I am going to the Father. '* I will do whatever you ask in my name,
so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. '*If in my name you ask me for anything, I will
doit.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon Randy Rood
Hymn of the Day O Jesus, I Have Promised LBW 503
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1 O Je - sus, I have prom-ised to serve you to the end;

Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is €V - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak-ing in ac - cents clear and still
4 0O Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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re - main for - ev - er near me, my mas-ter and my friend.
I see the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds I  hear.
a - bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be too.
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I shall not fear the bat - tle if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er near me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, I have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.

now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul.
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.

*Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Public Domain



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray
for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay leaders,
deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast love to all whom they
encounter. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and valleys.
Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and climate disaster. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be instruments of peace
and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents of compassion, and raise up
advocates for those who seek refuge and assistance. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide for any in
need, and comfort those who are sick. Instill caregivers with a sense of purpose to be your
healing hands in this world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to witness to
your love in the world. Make your presence known among those unable to attend worship
today. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we are never
separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who witnessed to your mighty
acts in word and deed. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Gracious God, we entrust to you all who have asked us to pray and remember especially those
on our prayer list. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to
all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

*Peace
Jesus said to his disciples, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you.”
The peace of the Lord be with you, always. And also with you.



Offering

Please place all offerings in the plate by the entrance to the sanctuary or you may use the QR

code found on the back of the bulletin.

*Offertory Hymn Let the Vineyards
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Offering Prayer
Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.

Thanksgiving for the Word

Lord, in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you spoke and brought life and
meaning out of the chaos. We give thanks to you this day for the gift of your holy Word. Let it
inspire us as we go our separate ways, to love our neighbors as you have first loved us, to love



you with all of our heart, mind, strength, and spirit. Let this Word, etched upon our hearts, be
the compass that points us always toward you. In the name of Jesus, the Word made flesh, we
pray.

Amen.

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Blessing

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

7+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.



Sending Hymn Alleluia! Jesus is Risen! WOV 674
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2 Walk-ing  the way, Christ in the cen - ter
3 Je - sus the vine, we are the branch - es;
4 Weep-ing, be gone; sor - row, be s1 - lent:
5 Cit - y of God, Eas - ter for - ev - er,
n | | | A | | | |
£ = ———F—F—F+—+
= " Fr—e o —— o
J ' I .
Trum - pets re - sound-ing in glo - n - ous light!
tell - ing the sto - 1y to 0 - pen our eyes;
life in the Spir - it the fruit of  the tree;
death put a - sun - der, and Eas - ter is bright.
gold - en Je - r1u - sa - lem, Je - sus the Lamb,
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Splen -dor, the Lamb, heav - en for - ev - er!
break -ing  our bread, giv - ing  us glo - ry
heav - en to earth, Christ to the peo - ple,
Cher - u - bim sing: O  grave, be o -  pen!
v - er of life, saints and arch - an - gels,
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Oh, what a mir - a - cle God has in sight!
Je - sus our bless - ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
gift of the fu - ture now flow - ing to me.
Clothe us in won - der, a - dorn us in light.
sing with cre - a - tion to God the I AM!
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Give God  the glo - ry! Al-le - In - ia!

Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress and Music © 1969 Contemporary Worship 1, admin. Augsburg Fortress. One License #A-729549



*Dismissal
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude
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