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*Indicates standing as you are able. 

Bold indicates “in unison”. 

PRELUDE        

LIGHTING THE CANDLES 

WELCOME   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JOYS AND CONCERNS  

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                         
God sends us into the world to journey by faith, believing that God’s 

blessings are greater than anything we can imagine.   

Whether the path is straight or winding, God blesses us that we may 

be a blessing.   

God gathers us today with trusted companions, those who also follow 

God’s call, even when it does not make sense to the world around us.   

Whether we journey with friends or feel all alone, God blesses us that 

we may be a blessing.   

As we gather to worship, may we remember that we are God’s people, 

blessed by God to be a blessing to our world that is hurting and 

desperately in need of good news. 

God, form us today as a family of faith, that your blessings might 

flow out of us and into our world, drawing all people into your 

promise of abundant life and flourishing. Amen.   

Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, December 2025.   
 

*OPENING HYMN          Something Beautiful (3x)           UMH #394 

Something beautiful, something good; 

all my confusion he understood; 

all I had to offer him was brokenness and strife, 

but he made something beautiful of my life. 
© 1971 William J. Gaither. CCLI #1581058 



OPENING PRAYER                                                            

Let us pray. 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people, and kindle 

in us the fire of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/leading-worship/methodist-liturgies/holy-communion-services/ 

 

FIRST READING              Isaiah 55:1-5 
1 Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters; and you who have no 

money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and 

without price. 
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread and your 

earnings for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat 

what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will 

make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for 

the peoples. 
5 Now you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not 

know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One 

of Israel, for he has glorified you. 
God’s Word for God’s People 

 

PSALM                    Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21                 (read responsively) 
8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love. 
9 LORD, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your 

works.  
14 The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed 

down. 
15 The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, and you give them their 

food in due season. 
16 You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
17 You are righteous in all your ways and loving in all your works.  
18 You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call upon you 

faithfully. 
19 You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; you hear their cry and 

save them. 
20 You watch over all those who love you, but all the wicked you shall 

destroy. 
21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; let all flesh bless 

God’s holy name forever and ever.  



SECOND READING        Romans 9:1-5 
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience 

confirms it by the Holy Spirit—2 I have great sorrow and unceasing 

anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and 

cut off from Christ for the sake of my own brothers and sisters, my own 

flesh and blood. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the 

glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the 

promises; 5 to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the 

flesh, comes the Christ, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 

God’s Word for God’s People 

 
*GOSPEL READING            Matthew 14:13-21 

13 Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he 

withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when 

the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When 

he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion for them 

and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him 

and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the 

crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 

themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give 

them something to eat.” 17 They replied, “We have nothing here but five 

loaves and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he 

ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and 

the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves 

and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 

crowds. 20 And all ate and were filled, and they took up what was left 

over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate were 

about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

SERMON                                                                        Pastor Priscilla 

HYMN                                       Grace Alone                           TFWS #2162 

1. Every promise we can make, every prayer and step of faith, 

every difference we will make is only by his grace. 

Every mountain we will climb, every ray of hope we shine, 

every blessing left behind is only by his grace. 

  

 



Refrain  

Grace alone which God supplies, strength unknown he will provide. 

Christ in us our Cornerstone; we will go forth in grace alone. 

 

2. Every soul we long to reach, every heart we hope to teach, 

everywhere we share his peace, is only by his grace.  

Every loving word we say, every tear we wipe away, 

every sorrow turned to praise is only by his grace. [Refrain] 
 

© 1998 Maranatha! Music, admin. by The Copyright Co. CCLI #1581058 

 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen  
  
PASTORAL PRAYER                                               
 

CONFESSION AND PARDON 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have failed to be an obedient church. 

We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have 

rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and 

we have not heard the cry of the needy. 

Forgive us, we pray. 

Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that 

proves God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are 

forgiven! 



In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. 

Amen. 
 

OFFERING   

We appreciate your support of the work of the church through your tithes 

and offerings. Please place all offerings in the plate by the entrance to the 

sanctuary or you may use the QR code found on the back of the bulletin.    

 

*OFFERING   Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow   UMH #95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Public Domain 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER          (amended from Discipleship Ministries) 

Gracious God, we offer these gifts not for our greatness, but so that your 

promise might be fulfilled through us: to bless the world. Use these 

offerings to build relationships, to mend the broken, and to draw all 

families of the earth toward your heart. May our giving reflect our trust, 

and may our trust lead us to go where you send, step by step, stage by 

stage, into your future. Amen.                                         (Genesis 12:1-9)  

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  

Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The table is set for you.  If you are hungry, tired, weary, or worn, or 

joyful or full, or care free, there is space for you here.  Come, the bread 

of life and the cup of blessing await you. The body and blood of Christ 

given for you.  Amen.   
 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=59&y=17134#pericope_hebrew_reading


The United Methodist Hymnal, Copyright 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Copyright 2020 Local Church Ministries, Faith Formation Ministry 

Team, United Church of Christ.  Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material 

for use in services of worship or church education. Live Streaming Hymns are covered 

under the CCLI # 20670136 and One License #A-729549. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

God of power, may the boldness of your Spirit transform us,  

may the gentleness of your Spirit lead us, and may the gifts of your 

Spirit equip us to serve and worship you now and always. Amen. 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/leading-worship/methodist-liturgies/holy-communion-services/ 

  

*HYMN                               Amazing Grace                UMH #378 vs. 1-4 

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound  

that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; 

was blind, but now I see. 

 

2. ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear 

the hour I first believed. 

3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 

I have already come; 

’tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 

and grace will lead me home. 

 

. 4. The Lord has promised good to me, 

his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be 

as long as life endures. 

© 1977 Kingway’s Thank You Music. CCLI #1581058 

  

BENEDICTION 

May you love God so much that you love nothing else too much. May 

you fear God enough that you fear nothing else at all. May Almighty 

God bless you + in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


