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Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
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Pastor Priscilla Hukki

*Indicates standing as you are able.
Bold indicates “in unison”.

PRELUDE

LIGHTING THE CANDLES
WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS

JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

*CALL TO WORSHIP
God sends us into the world to journey by faith, believing that God’s
blessings are greater than anything we can imagine.
Whether the path is straight or winding, God blesses us that we may
be a blessing.
God gathers us today with trusted companions, those who also follow
God’s call, even when it does not make sense to the world around us.
Whether we journey with friends or feel all alone, God blesses us that
we may be a blessing.
As we gather to worship, may we remember that we are God’s people,
blessed by God to be a blessing to our world that is hurting and
desperately in need of good news.
God, form us today as a family of faith, that your blessings might
flow out of us and into our world, drawing all people into your
promise of abundant life and flourishing. Amen.

Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, December 2025.

*OPENING HYMN My Hope Is Built UMH #368 vs. 1-3

1. My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.



Refrain
On Christ the solid rock I stand,
all other ground is sinking sand,
all other ground is sinking sand.

2. When darkness veils his lovely face,
I rest on his unchanging grace.
In every high and stormy gale,
my anchor holds within the veil. [Refrain]

3. His oath, his covenant, his blood
support me in the whelming flood.
When all around my soul gives way,
he then is all my hope and stay. [Refrain]

Public Domain

OPENING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people, and kindle
in us the fire of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/leading-worship/methodist-liturgies/holy-communion-services/

FIRST READING Isaiah 55:10-13

9For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not
return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and
sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, '! so shall my word
be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it
shall accomplish that which I purpose and succeed in the thing for which I
sent it. '2 For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the
mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees
of the field shall clap their hands. '* Instead of the thorn shall come up the
cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, and it shall be to
the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

God’s Word for God’s People

PSALM Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 (read responsively)
[' You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; to you shall vows be fulfilled.
?To you, the one who answers prayer, to you all flesh shall come.

? Our sins are stronger than we are, but you blot out our transgressions.

“ Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell
there! They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the
holiness of your temple.



> Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our
salvation, O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away.
®You make firm the mountains by your power; you are girded about
with might.

"You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the
clamor of the peoples.

® Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your
marvelous signs; you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.]
’You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous;
the river of God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you
provide for the earth.

"You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy
rain you soften the around and bless its increase.

'"'You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with
plenty.

2 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills
be clothed with joy.

' May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak
themselves with grain; let them shout for joy and sing.

SECOND READING Romans 8:1-11

! Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus. ” For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free
from the law of sin and of death. * For God has done what the law,
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the
flesh, “ so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. ° For those who
live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the
Spirit. ® To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the
Spirit is life and peace. ' For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is
hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ® and
those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

’ But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does
not belong to him. '’ But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because
of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ' If the Spirit of him
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit
that dwells in you.

God’s Word for God’s People



*GOSPEL READING Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

! That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the
sea. 2 Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and
sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. * And he told them
many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. * And
as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them
up. ° Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much
soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. ¢ But
when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they
withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up
and choked them. ® Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain,
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. ° If you have ears, hear!”

18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. !° When anyone hears the
word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and
snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the
path. 2° As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears
the word and immediately receives it with joy, ! yet such a person has
no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution
arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As
for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but
the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields
nothing. » But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in
one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of the Lord

SERMON Pastor Priscilla

HYMN Cry of My Heart TFWS #2165

Refrain
It is the cry of my heart to follow you.
It is the cry of my heart to be close to you.
It is the cry of my heart to follow
all of the days of my life.

1. Teach me your holy ways, O Lord,
so I can walk in your truth.
Teach me your holy ways, O Lord,
make me wholly devoted to you. [Refrain]



2. Open my eyes so | can see
the wonderful things that you do.
Open my heart up more and more,
and make me wholly devoted to you. [Refrain]
© 1991 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing Co. CCLI #1581058

*APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen

PASTORAL PRAYER

CONFESSION AND PARDON

Merciful God,

we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.

We have failed to be an obedient church.

We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have
rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and
we have not heard the cry of the needy.

Forgive us, we pray.

Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that
proves God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are
forgiven!

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God.
Amen.



OFFERING

We appreciate your support of the work of the church through your tithes
and offerings. Please place all offerings in the plate by the entrance to the
sanctuary or you may use the QR code found on the back of the bulletin.

*OFFERING Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow UMH #95

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER (amended from Discipleship Ministries)

Gracious God, we offer these gifts not for our greatness, but so that your
promise might be fulfilled through us: to bless the world. Use these
offerings to build relationships, to mend the broken, and to draw all
families of the earth toward your heart. May our giving reflect our trust,
and may our trust lead us to go where you send, step by step, stage by
stage, into your future. Amen. (Genesis 12:1-9)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The table is set for you. If you are hungry, tired, weary, or worn, or
joyful or full, or care free, there is space for you here. Come, the bread
of life and the cup of blessing await you. The body and blood of Christ
given for you. Amen.


https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=59&y=17134#pericope_hebrew_reading

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God of power, may the boldness of your Spirit transform us,

may the gentleness of your Spirit lead us, and may the gifts of your
Spirit equip us to serve and worship you now and always. Amen.

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/leading-worship/methodist-liturgies/holy-communion-services/

*HYMN They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love
TFWS #2223 vs. 1, 3, 4

1. We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,
we are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,
and we pray that all unity may one day be restored:

Refrain
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;
yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.

3. We will work with each other, we will work side by side,
we will work with each other, we will work side by side,
and we’ll guard human dignity, and save human pride: [Refrain]

4. All praise to the Father, from whom all things come,
and all to Christ Jesus, God’s only Son,
and all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one: [Refrain]

© 1966 F.E.L. Publications, assigned 1991 to The Lorenz Corp. CCLI #1581058

BENEDICTION

May you love God so much that you love nothing else too much. May
you fear God enough that you fear nothing else at all. May Almighty
God bless you + in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

The United Methodist Hymnal,
Copyright 1989 The United
Methodist Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Copyright
2020 Local Church Ministries,
Faith Formation Ministry
Team, United Church of
Christ. Permission granted to
reproduce or adapt this material
for use in services of worship orf|
church education. Live
Streaming Hymns are covered
under the CCLI # 20670136
and One License #A-729549.




