Wednesday Evening Worship

October 14, 2026

Chosen and Sent

Prelude
Lighting of candles

Announcements, Joys & Concerns & Peace

Call to Worship (from Psalm 99)

3 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and fall down before God’s
footstool; God is the Holy One.

? Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and worship upon God’s holy
hill; for the Lord our God is the Holy One.

Opening Hymn Shout to the Lord TFWS #2074

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing
power and majesty, praise to the King.
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar
at the sound of your name.

I sing for joy at the work of your hands,
forever I’ll love you, forever I’ll stand.
Nothing compares to the promise I have in you.
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Let us pray,

God, as we gather in worship, open our hearts to your voice.
Nourish us with your truth and prepare us to share your love in the
world. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
""Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.
2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you



in our prayers, constantly * remembering before our God and Father
your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in
our Lord Jesus Christ. * For we know, brothers and sisters beloved
by God, that he has chosen you, ° because our message of the
gospel came to you not in word only but also in power and in the
Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of
persons we proved to be among you for your sake. ® And you
became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution
you received the word with joy from the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you
became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in
Achaia. ® For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not
only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God
has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. * For
they report about us what kind of welcome we had among you and
how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God

19 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the
dead—1Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.

Psalm 96:1-9

!'Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; proclaim God’s
salvation from day to day.

3 Declare God’s glory among the nations and God’s wonders
among all peoples.

*For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, more to be
feared than all gods.

> As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but you, O
LORD, have made the heavens.

6 Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; power and
splendor are in your sanctuary.

7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the
LORD honor and power.

8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; bring
offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.

® Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; tremble before the
LORD, all the earth.



Matthew 22:15-22

15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said.
16 So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians,
saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way
of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for
you do not regard people with partiality. !” Tell us, then, what you
think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” ¥ But Jesus,
aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test,
you hypocrites? '° Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they
brought him a denarius. 2° Then he said to them, “Whose head is
this and whose title?” 2! They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said
to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and
to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they
were amazed, and they left him and went away.

Sermon

Hymn How Firm a Foundation UMH #529 vs. 1 & 2

1. How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
1s laid for your faith in his excellent word!
What more can he say than to you he hath said,
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

2. “Fear not, [ am with thee, O be not dismayed,
for I am thy God and will still give thee aid;
I’1l strengthen and help thee, and cause thee to stand
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;



he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Confession and Absolution

Because we often fall short and are not willing to love as Jesus
loves, let us confess our sins and ask for forgiveness.

Holy God, even though we choose to follow Jesus we often go
our own way. Jesus sends us out to care for others, but we put
ourselves first. Forgive us for the good left undone and the
wrong done. Help us to be faithful disciples on the Way.

In Christ, we are forgiven, justified, and transformed to carry on in
the way of love and justice. Savor the good news of this pardon —
your sins are forgiven +in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Hymn Lord, Listen to your Children Praying ~ TFWS #2193

Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to you children praying,
send us love, send us power, send us grace.
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Pastoral Prayer



Offering Thank you Lord UMH #84

Thank you, Lord.
Thank you, Lord.
Thank you, Lord.

I just want to thank you, Lord.
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Gracious God, we return to you a portion of what you have first
given us. May all that we offer be used to feed the hungry, welcome
our neighbors, and spread your love and justice everywhere we go.
Bless both the giver and the gift that they may bear fruit for your
kingdom. Amen.

Words of Institution
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, Jesus took bread,
gave thanks, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, saying:

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Drink from this,
all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you
and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to the table
The table is set for you. Come and receive the bread of life and the
cup of blessing given for you. Amen.



Holy Communion

Prayer after Communion

We give you thanks for feeding us at your table, Lord. May we
become what we have received, the body of Christ, for the sake of the
world. Amen.

Closing Hymn Lord Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing UMH #671

1. Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing;
fill our hearts with joy and peace;
let us each, thy love possessing,
triumph in redeeming grace.

O refresh us, O refresh us,
traveling through this wilderness.

2. Thanks we give and adoration
for thy gospel’s joyful sound.
May the fruits of thy salvation
in our hearts and lives abound,;

ever faithful, ever faithful
to the truth may we be found.
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Benediction

Go and do no harm. Do good and, as you go, +may the love of God
enfold you, the peace of Christ guide you, and the power of the
Holy Spirit sustain you, now and forever. Amen.
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